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I NTRODI JCTORY. 



At the general election held in Galifomia, November 2nd, 1886, / 
Hon. Charles N. Felton and Frank J. Sullivan were rival candidates 
for election as members of Congress in the Fifth Congressional 
District. The official returns gave to Hon. Charles N. Felton a 
plurality of 118 votes, and the certificate ^of election duly issued 
to him. 

Sullivan afterwards inaugurated a contest for the seat. In this .- 
contest the vote of New Almaden precinct became a very conspicuous 
part. The majority against Sullivan in that precinct was 164, so that 
if Sullivan could have that precinct thrown out, or the votes oast for 
Mr. Felton counted for Mr. Sullivan, he might reasonably expect to 
unseat Mr. Felton and fill the place himself. 

The New Almaden precinct is the seat of the great New Almaden 
Quicksilver Mine, which for many years has been the principal 
quicksilver producer of the American Continent, and employs about 
500 men in all capacities, of whom 156 were voters, and voted at 
the election in 188b. The total vote of the precinct was 256. 

The grounds of the attack upon the vote of New Almaden precinct 
by Sullivan were, that the voters of the precinct were coerced, in- 
timidated, and held in a state of peonage or slavery and compelled 
to vote for Mr. Felton against their will. 

In support of this he attacked the method of conducting the mine, 
the system of trade at the mine, and the general condition of the 
miners; claiming that those who did not vote as pleased the manage- 
ment of the mine would be discharged. 

On behalf of Sullivan the testimonv relating to Almaden was al- 
most entirely hearsay so far as it coula be in any sense pertinent to 
the issue; being generally a statement by witnesses that they '* had 
heard," or ''it was generally understood" that so and so had hap- 
pened at Almaden. 

On behalf of Mr. Felton a large amount of evidence was taken, very 
much of it at New Almaden. Of the 256 persons who had voted in 
that precinct in 1886, 243 were personally examined, the other 13 
being dead or having removed to a distance, or for other reasons 
their attendance as witnesses being impracticable. Of the number 
examined there was not one but what testified in the clearest terms, 
that for more than fifteen years past the subject of voting, or candi- 
dates, or elections had never been mentioned to any employee of the 
Company bv any one in any way connected with the management of 
the mine; that the Superintendent of the mine was the only person 
in the precinct who voted the American ticket in 1886. 

That the voting employees of the mine consist very largelv of 
natives of Mexico ana Cornwall, England, who here, as elsewhere 
in California, vote the Bepublicau ticket almost exclusively. It was 
also shown that there were in the employ of the Company, and always 
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had been, several Democrats who were always outspoken in favor of 
that party and its candidates, and who had never had their relations 
with the Company affected by that fact. 

That the vote for Sullivan had been about the average vote given 
to his party. But that some candidates of the Democratic party on 
account of acquaintance or personal popularity had received a larger 
vote. 

As to the system of trade at the mine, it was proven that at the 
mine were two extensive and well stocked general merchandise 
stores, the proprietors of which are in no way connected with the 
mine, or its management, or oflScers. That the employees of The 
Quicksilver Mining Co. liave facilities for purchasing goods at these 
stores upon a system of credits or orders, known as boletos, issued 
by the stores, and based upon wages earned, but not yet due to the 
employees. 

The social and financial condition of the employees of the com- 
pany, was shown in considerable detail. It appearing that they aro 
better fed, better paid, better clothed and better housed, than any 
other laboring class in the State. A large collection of photographic 
views was introduced in evidence for the purpose of showing the 
homes, surroundings and conveniences supplied for the laboring 
people. It was also shown that a majority of the miners had money 
on deposit in savings banks, and owned stocks in dividend paying 
corporations. That the management, and especially J. B. Bandol, 
the Manager of the properties of The Quicksilver Mining Company, 
had devoted much time and attention to the elevation of the people 
living at the mine. They were supplied with handsome churches, 
schools, clubs, lodges, and societies all well sustained and flourish- 
ing. That a very large number of daily and other periodicals repre- 
senting all political views were taken regularly by the employees at 
the mine. 

That nearly all the work at the mine is let and carried on by the 
contract system. The work being let in small monthly contracts 
(employing from two to twelve men each) to the lowest bidders, in a 
competition open to all, no favors being dependent upon politics or 
any thing else. 

That not a man in the employee of the company, who had voted 
previous to coming here, had changed his party fealty after coming 
to Almaden. 

In fact the investigation showed that there was no possible ground 
for the assault upon this precinct, or this mine or its management, 
unless it be found in the undisputed statement of one of Sullivan's 
witnesses, who testified that about the time of the initiation of the 
cotitest Sullivan told him in his private room at the La Molle House 
I in San Jose, that ''he intended by this contest to cast a shadow upon 
the entire Congressional District," and then rely upon a Democratic 
majority in the House of Representatives, to give to him Mr. Felton's 
seat. 

The following pages contain a condensed statement of the evidence 
taken at New Almaden. The collection of photographic views of 
the mining camp are the work of Dr. S. E. Winn and B. B. Bul- 
more^ amateurs^ ooth residents of New Almaden. 



AT NEW ALMADEN, 



The Sullivan-Felton Contest in Santa Clara Co. 



Saperintendent JenningR Enters a Vigorous Protest — "A Lurking Mixture of Gush and 
Htx>dlamism." — A Resume of the Management of the New Almaden Mine. At New 
Almaden, Santa Clara County, April 19th, 1887, the taking of testimony in the 
congressional contest of Sullivan against Felton began. Messrs. C. W. Cross and 
Moore represented Mr. Felton, and N. Bowden appeared fur Mr. Sullivan. 



TESTIMONY OF HENNEN JENNINGS. 

Hennen Jennings, Saperintendent of the Mining Company, the 
first witness called in behalf of the contestee, testified as follows: 

By Mr. Cboss: 

Q. Please ^te yonr name ? 

A. My name is Hennen Jennings, bnt before giving my testimony 
I desire io enter a protest. 

Mr. Bowden — Contestant objects to the witness entering any 
protest. 

Witness resnmes: On behalf of The Qnicksiiver Mining Company, 
of which I am Superintendent, and also on behalf *of the voters of 
the New Almaden Precinct, whose exercise of the right of franchise 
has been attacked and villified in this contest, I protest against the 
method pursued by the contestant and his assistants in this investi- 
gation on the ground: First — ^That much of the matter given in evi- 
dence, is entirely irrelevant and immaterial to the issue involved. 
Second — ^That villainous and unnecessary attacks have been made' 
upon the management of the mine, the voters of the precinct, and 
upon the motives and character of the manager. Third — That nearly 
all the testimony is mere hearsay and a repetition of idle and malig- 
nant gossip. Fourth — That most of the direct testimony has been 
obtained from former employees of the mine discharged for incapacity 
or inattention to their duties, and from disappointed candidates for 
office who desire to obtain, and made every effort to obtain the vote 
of the employees of the company. Whilst recognizing the fact that 
most of the testimony regarding us is irrelevant in the contest and 
is adduced principally from thoroughly unreliable sources, actuated 
by occult malevolence on the part of the contestant, he having no 
considerable personal acquaintance or even business relations with 
the parties attacked, and by some of his witnesses for the mere grat- 
ification of personal spleen. Still, from the fact that by the course 
pursued, much publicity has been given through some of the press 
to these statements, I deem it proper to lay before the public a plain 



statement of facts regarding the conduct of the affairs of the mine 
and the condition of the people here. I also protest af2;ainst the 
conrse of such of the press as by means of virulent headlines and 
distorted statements of the evidence, and unjust editorial comments, 
have done their best from political motives or personal spite to pro- 
duce false and unjust impressions upon the public mind with regard 
to the conduct of the mine and the character and condition of its 
employees. I submit this protest in writing, in order that it may 
become a part of the record of the contest, and so that there may be 
no mistake as to what the protest is. Hennen Jennings. 

April 19th, 1887. 

Mr. BowDEN — Gontestant moves to strike out the so-called protest. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. Mr. Jennings, State your connection with this mine, from 
your first connection with it up to the present time. It is the New 
Almaden Quicksilver Mine, is it not ? 

A. It is called The Quicksilver Mining Company, that is the title of 
the property, but it is known as the New Almaden Mine. The Quick- 
silver Mining Company is the correct title. The first counection I 
had with this mine was in November, 1877. I was then introduced 
to Mr. Bandol by Hamilton Smith, and received the position of As- 
sistant Surveyor, under Boss F. Browne. Boss F. Browne was then 
Surveyor of the mine. I remained as Assistant Surveyor until De- 
cember, 1878, when Mr. Browne severed his connection with the mine, 
and took the position of Instructor at the University of California; 
after which I was made Surveyor of the mine, and remained in that 
capacity until August, 1880, when I left to take the position of As- 
sistant Superintendent of the North Bloomfield Gold Gravel Mining 
Company in Nevada County. After holding that position for over a 
year, I took charge, as Superintendent, of the liuby Gold Gravel 
Mine in Sierra County, in August, 1881; I remained there until 
September, 1883, when! received the appointment of Superintendent 
of The Quicksilver Mining Company, in which capacity E have acted 
ever since. 

Q. What is your nativity, and when were you born ? 

A. I was born in Kentucky in 1854. 

Q. What business was your father in at that time ? 

A. My father was the owner of some coal mines there. 

Q. State what your education for the business of mining was '? 

A, I spent four years at school in England before entering Har- 
vard College, and graduated at the Lawrence Scientific School, a 
branch of that University, with the degree of Civil Engineer, in 
1877. I am a member of the Institute of Mining Engineers, a vol- 
umn of whose proceedings I will put in testimony as an exhibit; and 
I will also state that I am a charter member of the Technical Society 
of the Pacific Coast. 

Q. State your acquaintance with the contestant, Mr. Frank J. 
Sullivan. 

A. ^ The only time I ever met the contestant previous to the present 
was just before the last Presidential election. It was the Cleveland 
election. He wacf then making a canvass of this precinct as a candi- 



date for Congress. I believe I hare already stated that I do not 
remember the month or date, but the day of the week was Sunday ; 
he came oat with a letter of introduction from Dr. Thome to Mr. 
Bandoly and in the course of conversation with Mr. Bandol he asked 
him for his support in the ensuing election. Mr. Baudol in reply 
told him he had no personal objection to Mr. Sullivan, but his polit- 
ical views were those of a Republican, and consequently he could 
not support him ; but he turned towards me and said : ' ' Mr. Jen- 
nings IS a Democrat, you probably may influence him." After 
conversing some time at Mr. BandoVs house, I took Mr. Sullivan 
through our furnaces and lower grounds. I was in the main voting 
the Democratic ticket, but after being thrown in contact with Mr. 
Sullivan for the length of time that I was, I coDcIuded that I did not 
wish to vote for him; my reasons for so doing were that he impressed 
me unfavorably, for in my conversation with him he exhibited a 
lurkinff mixture of gush and hoodlumism, which his subsequent ex- 
ploits nave not removed. After Mr. Sullivan's departure I told Mr. 
Bandol that Sullivan was one vote worse off than when he came out 
here. I would like to say that this is, so far as 1 know, the only 
meeting between Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Bandol and myself. 

Q. Have you had any further acquaintance with Mr. Sullivan ? 

A. None at all, in any form. 

Q. State what acquaintance, if any, you have had with Mr. 
Felton. 

A. I have no recollection of anv acquaintance with Mr. Felton 
at all, though it may be probable that 1 have met him at the house 
of Dr. Thome; that is some years ago. 

Q. Mr. Jennings, I would like to have you give some history of 
the mine management during Mr. Bandol's incumbency as Superin- 
tendent and Manager, so far as you are acquainted with it. First, 
you may state if you will the condition of the property when Mr. 
!Randol took charge. 

A. The condition of the property. I will try to confine myself 
to such as is seen from the records of the company, and I would like 
to state here that in all my testimony I will try to deal with facts as 
far as possible. The financial condition of the mine when Mr. Ban- 
dol took charge was a most embarassed one. There was an interest- 
bearing debt of 11,600,000 against the mine. The production of 
quicksilver for the year 1870, at which time he took charge, was one 
of the small ones in the history of the mine. The amount of ore in 
sight was small, and its extraction very costly, and the stockholders 
were so pressed to carry on the working of the mine that it was 
necessary to raise money. The stock being unassessable, the money 
was raised by subscription, the subscribers becoming preferred 
stockholders. I believe the amount thus raised was 1200,000. Mr, 
Bandol, then secretary of the company at New York, which position 
he had held for seven years before coming out here, was sent by the 
company with command of the money raised to suggest remedies 
and new methods of working, and soon after his coming out and 
reporting he was appointed manager. 

Mr. Gross — Now, then, you may state the condition of the mine 
itself, you have stated the financial condition. 
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tors are paid on yardage contract by the number of lineal yards 
driyen in a tunnel or a drift or a winze or a shaft, the size of these 
yarious workings beinjg given on the posted notices. The next class 
is the drillers by the foot. 

Q. Explain what that means. 

A. Drilling by the foot, the men are paid by the length of the 
drill hole which they drive into an ore chamber under the direction 
of the shift boss, who measures and reports the length of the drill 
holes. The next class is the tribute system ; in the tribute system 
the contractor is paid for the amount of ore after it is cleaned upon 
the planilla or dressing floor, which he sends out from the ore cham- 
ber to which he is appointed. He blasts and does the whole exca- 
vation of this ore ana gives it to the trammers. Tramming is the 
next sjstem of contracte of which I treat and consists of taking the 
material from the ore chamber to the shafts in cars, it being gener- 
ally impracticable to use mules for propelling the ore. It is esti- 
mated Dy the ton, which is arrived at by the number of skip loads 
sent from a particular level to the shaft to the outlet tunnel of the 
cars. The next is the skip-filling, and the men being paid for the 
number of tons they fill in the skip. The trammers deposit their 
ore in various plats on different levels connected with shafts, and 
the skip takes the ore from the different plats through the shaft to its 
outlet, in other words is a hoisting elevator for the ore. After the 
ore is taken from the mine it is deposited upon the cleaning floor, 
known locally as the planilla. The ore is here subject to assort- 
ment, and it is divided into two classes of ore which are shipped to 
the Hacienda, known as coarse ore and tierras; tierras being the fine 
ore, or the ore that goes through the bars of the screens over which 
the ore is dumped. The ore, after it has been cleaned, is hauled in 
wagops over the road of the company to chutes, where it is loaded 
into cars, and for a short distance is conducted by rail to the incline, 
down which the cars are sent on the gravity plan, the full car pulling 
up the empty car from the lower end of the incline. That work is 
also done on contract, the teamster getting so much a ton for taking 
from the planilla to the ore chutes of the railroad, and the men who 
run the incline also being, as a rule, paid by contract. Under the 
contract system there is natural selection and weeding out going on 
among the employees, the less competent miners aud dissolute min- 
ers not being able to compete with the more skilled and better class 
of miners. 

Q. I will now ask you, Mr. Jennings, as to anything like nepo- 
tism being exercised od the part of the manager ? 

A. I think Mr. Bandol is singularly free from any cause for such 
complaint, and, although he has a large family and social connec- 
tions, I have never known or heard of the employment here of but 
two in the whole course of his management. These were, for a time, 
the resident physician, who had supervision of the Miners' Fund, 
and also one of the accountants in the office for a time. The phy- 
sician was his brother. The accountant was the husband of ms 
wife's sister. 

Q. Now, Mr. Jennings, I desire to take up the social condition 
of the miners, and what has been done here on the grant for their 
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A. The water nupplj for Ibe Hill cottages in oae of tlie pnrct I 
know of anywhere, the walor is taken from an adiaoent moonlain 
ranee, some lw„ or Urree milea nwaj. anil is eondnotej in iron pipes 
op and down declivillo., and la disborsed and ilislribntcd to the 
various shafts l^or the use of generating steam power, and is also 
dislribuled at different prommenl and easy aeooasible points to the 
cotla-j'es from large tanks. r- »" "Jo 

(J. What about pretention from Bro in connection with this water 
supply . 

A. A hydrant is pUced near the central porUoii of the English 

camp, with the water nnder pressnro of over 100 feet with large snD- 

ply tanks in case of necessity. *^ 

Q. What piico does each cottage pav for water ? 

A. Fifty cents a month. This water iystem was established some- 

where ulnmt 18SI or 1882. at a cost to the company of 315 000 Be 

fore Uiis system was in use the company had made olTorts' to not in 

tanks at 8.imo points, by loading the water from adiaoeut and local 

.springs to one or two places in the camp, but it was comparatively 

leeouvonient for the people, as Ihcy would have to carry the water 

some distanoo, and in the Spanish camp it was even uecessarv for 

the oottagers to supply thomselvos with water by purchasing water 

from a Mexican wator-carrier-in the early times the water being 

Innisferred in little barrels on burros. ** 

g. Who owns the buildings in which the business of merchan- 

diziiig IS carried on, on this grant ? 

A. The Quicksilver Mining Company. 

t^. Who owns the business and slock of merchandise handled in 
Ihose stores, and who conducts the business ? 

A. The stor,)5, ire leased to Messrs. Derby and Lowe direetlr 
from the >ew 1 ork oltice, the lease being signed by the President of 
Ihe company there. Messrs. Derby ana bow. sell |,rovisions and 
other mercliandise to the employees aud other poranns on the com- 
panys grant, and outsiders who desire to trade with them, and tliev 
do not furnish ihe supplies or materials used by The (Juicksiiver 
Mining Company, osoept in small quantities. Messrs. Derby and 
l.ewe have in no way any control over the employees of this com- 
pany .is the ronnagoment is alone invested with the power of employ 
and discharge. Mossm. Derby and Lowe are private individuals 
and in my whole term of offlce I have never in one solitary instance 
discharged a man at the request of either Messrs. Derby or Lowe 
their irir '"""'^ °° '"'""' °°»'pli>i«' ffom the employees against 
II Have Messrs. Derby and Lowe any other connection with the 
company eKeept that they lease stores from the comoanv? 
A. No. ^ 

Q . How many stores do they lease ? 
A. Two stores, with store houses and collars, 
y. Mr. Jennings yon may slate anything yon may know of the 
lieleto system, so called, as practiced at those stores? 
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A. The Bbleto system arises in this way: The company pay but 
once a month, at a regular pay-day. That pay-day is well known to 
employees; and in the whole history of Mr. Bandol's management 
that pay-day has not been missed in one solitary instance. The 
company make no provision to advance men pay before the regular 
payniay, but if the men desire advances they get them at the store; 
the store gives no credit on goods, but issues orders pajable in goods 
at their store; these orders are printed on small pieces of card-board 
and called boletos. These orders when advanced to them are 
charged against them by the store-keepers on their books, and the 
amount charged against each man is reported to the company at the 
company's main office before pay-day, and the money thus advanced 
by Derby & Lowe for the convenience of the employees themselves 
is refunaed to Messrs. Derby & Lowe by The Quicksilver Mining 
Company. 

Q. How many butcher shops are there on the grant ? 

A. There are two butcher shops on the grant; one* at the lower 
camp called the Hacienda and the other at the Hill camp in Spanish 
town; the butcher also supplies the inhabitants by means of a regu- 
lar butcher cart or delivery wagon. These butcher shops are leased 
at the present time to Mr. Dulion. 

Q. How many stables are there on the company's land ? 

A. There are quite a number of stables that are made use of by 
the main contractor Bohlman, who does our hauling of all descrip- 
tions by contract. It is foimd bv experience that it is better to con- 
centrate all this work in the hands of one reliable party rather than 
several, and Mr. Bohlman has numerous teamsters and over 100 
head of horses in connection with his work, but the only relationship 
that this company have with Mr. Bohlman is that of a contractor and 
lessor. 

Q, Are any of these stables so leased to and occupied by Mr. 
Bohlman's livery stables ? 

A. One is. 

Q. What provision is made for furnishing board and rooms to 
such employees of the company as have no families of their own with 
whom to reside, upon the grant ? 

A. There are several boarding houses on the grant which are 
managed by different parties. The party that has the boarding- 
house at the lower camp is a Mrs. Hancock, whose husband was 
killed in a sad mining accident some years ago; and the main board- 
house on the Hill is conducted by Mrs. Bobins, and there is also a 
Mexican boarding-house. These boarding-houses are leased to the 
occupants by the company. 

Q. How many employees of the company are accommodated at 
these boarding houses? 

A. It is a very variable matter because the single men class of 
labor is the most fluctuating. At present about a hundred. 

Q. What rates do they pay for board ? 

A. Seventy-five cents a day I believe for table board. If they 
room at the boarding-house about ten cents additional per day. 

Q. On what condition are vegetable peddlers allowed to go upon 
the grant? 
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A. Yeffetable peddlers have been allowed the priyilege by simply 
paying orainary toll for their class of Tehicle, and on their showing 
themselves reliable parties for the employees to deal with. 

Q. What privileges have the occupants of the cottage outside of 
the cottages and land referred to in connection with the cottages ? 

A. They are allowed the pasturage of their live stock on the 
company's grant. I think there must be altogether say nearly 200 
head of stock thus pastured upon the company's ground. 

Q'. How are the materials and supplies for the mine obtained ? 

A. There are various kinds of supplies that we need, and they 
are purchased here and in San Francisco, as is most favorable for 
the company. All such supplies as foundry work, and steel, iron, 
candles, hardware, fuse, powder, etc., are bought by the Manager 
in San Francisco, who has a reputation there as a very close buyer 
for the companv. 

Q. How is the wood and timber used at the mine obtained ? 

A. That is obtained by contract made by the Superintendent 
with such parties as have such material to sell in this vicinity. The 
coal is bought by the Manager in shipload quantities. We are now 
consuming over 5,000 tons a year at the different engines. 

Q. How is it transported to the mine from the ship ? 

A. Formerly it was sent to San Jose, but now since we have 
railroad communication it is taken from the ship to the terminus 
here, where it is deposited in bunkers and is taken thence by our 
contractor, Mr. Bohlman, at stated and regulated prices to different 
portions of the company's property as needed. 

Q. What is the aistance from the nearest railroad stations to this 
point on the mine where we are now taking testimony ? 

A. About two miles. 

Q. How many different railroads from San Francisco and San 
Jose have stations at a distance of two miles from this point or a 
little over ? 

A. Two different railroad systems. They have regular daily pas- 
senger and freight trains on both lines. 

Q. What quantities of ore are annually transported to the furna- 
ces from the different portions of the mine ? 

A. About 40,000 tons per year. 

Q. Galling your attention to election and political matters, state 
whether or not during your term of office, Mr. Bandol, the Manager, 
has ever communicated to you any directions, instructions or re- 
quests, or officially dictated to you with regard to how you or any 
of the employees of the mine should vote at any election for na- 
tional, State or local officers ? 

A. No. 

Q. During that time have you ever given any directions, instruct- 
ions or intimations to any of the officers or employees under you as 
to how jou or the Manager wished any one to vote at any election 
for national, State or local officers ? 

A. No. 

Q. Who alone has power to discharge men ? 

A. I have the absolute supervision of the discharge of all the men. 

Q. Since you have been Superintendent of this mine has any 



man ever been discharged from the employ oF the oompauy OD ao- 
connt of the manner m which he had voted or inteDded to vote, or 
on acconnt of any political reason? 

A. I have never so discharged a man. 

Q. To what party does Mr. Bandol belong i" 

A. Mr. Bandol affiliates with the Bepublicaa party. 

Q. Where had Mr. Randol betm from the time of the political' 
conventions up to the election held in November, 1886? 

A. He hud been in the East, out of the State entirely. 

Q. How long had he been back at the mine before eleotioQ day? 

A. I believe he returned here the day before the election. 

Q. Did you have any political talk with him the night befora 
election ? 

A. Yes, we always discussed politics in a personal maooer, ha^. 
moronsly, in which counectiou, the night before election, he told 
me he thought there were very few important issues involved in thtt 
election, anii it was very immaterial to him how the election went. 

Q. With what party do you affiliate and with what party have yoa ■ 
affiliated in the past? 

A. The absorbing nature and responsibilities of my duties hen 
have prevented me from even the possibility of taking mnoh interest 
in politica. Just before election I read the papers on both sides, 
and unfortunately I see that one partisan paper will make one maa 
a villain and the other partisan paper wdl make the other man a 
villain, and it is very annoying and trying to me to make up mj 
mind as between villains, though in truth they may be all most hon- 
orable men. The place of my birth, Kentucky, gives me a kind of 
lining towards Democracy, but I also graduated at Harvard Uni- 
versity which is thought to bo a kind of hut bed of Ihe Mugwamps, 
and so I may be perhaps a little tainted that way myself. I hare 
scratched numercifully. I fear that my individual politics had very 
little weight at the election of November, IS8G. I know it as a t>oe- 
itive fact that my main pohtical idea had but little weight here then. 
I know it from the fact 1 cast at this precinct the only vote for the 
head of the American party ticket. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of any individual or official efforts 
being made by any officers uf this company at the election of Novem- 
ber, 1886, against Mr. Sullivan persouallv? 

A. No. 

Q. What do you know about the politics of Messrs. Derby and 
Lowe, who have been attacked in this contest? 

A. Mr. Lowe is a Kopublican and Mr. Derby a Democrat. 

Q. There has been some evidence given on the part of the con- 
testaot, tending to show that you were about the pulls a good deal 
of the time that day; state the facts in regard to that matter. 

A. In fact, as far as I know, I was very little at the polls, bat in 
order to go from my dwelling to my office I had of necessity to pass 
the place, as the sidewalk leading thereby was the only way of getting 
there. I probably thus passed the polls two or three times during 
the day, and once in company with Mr. Randol; I believe that is 
the time the witness testified seeing me; altogether I suppose I most 
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haye been about the polling place a half or at most three-qnarters of 
an hour dnring the day. 

Q. Did yon, yourself, or did Mr. Bandol in your presence, do 
anything to influence, control or coerce, or intimidate any voting 
employee at that election ? 

A. No. 

Q. How were the members of the election board of that election 
appointed ? 

A. In the usual manner prescribed by the Code. 

Q. What is the distance by the road, approximately, from the 
English and Mexican camps to the polling place ? 

A. I should estimate over three miles to the Mexican camp, and 
two miles and a half to the English. 

Q. What means were provided for such employees of the company 
as desired to vote, to travel from the Mexican and English camps to 
the polling place ? 

A. The men were brought down in stages from the Hill to near 
the polls. 

Q. What is it to the men themselves to be brought down and 
returned in stages ? 

A. That they thus had an opportunity of all voting and returning 
to the occupation at which they are ordinarily engaged. 

Q. What would be the effect on the ability of the men to perform 
further work that day if they walked down and up the Hill instead 
of riding ? 

A. I do not think they would be in as good a condition for work *" 
as if they had a conveyance, nor could they do it in as quick time. 

Q. State what was the position where the Great Register hung 
on that day ? 

A. It is right near the edge of the bridge towards the store, 
nearly 40 feet from the 100-foot limit, outside of the limit. 

Q. Some testimony has been given concerning Mr. Bulmore 
having a book about the polls in which he wrote. State what you 
know about that book ? 

A. Mr. Bulmore's book is an alphabetical list containing the 
name of every voter in this precinct with his register number. Mr. 
Bulmore so far as I know, had no reason for having this book other 
than to facilitate the voting of the men as they came down, or came 
about the polls. 

Q*. How was that a convenience to the men for him to have a 
book alphabetically arranged, with the Great Register number of 
each voter opposite his name ? 

A. They could find their names quicker in this book than they 
could from the Great Register. Some Mexicans also are not able to 
read English, and required assistance in this matter. 

Q. Some testimony has been offered in this case by Mr. Kennett. 
Did you know Mr. Kennett ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did he quit the employ of the company after you came here ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know whether or not he has applied to the company 
for employment since that time ? 
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A. I do. 

Q. What evidence have yon which yon can present concerning 
that matter ? 

A. I have three letters, originals, which I desire to read. The 
first is dated: 

Alameda, Gal., May 13, 1886. 
lb J. B. Bandolj Esq., Manager — Deab Sib: Can I obtain employ- 
ment with yon at New Aimaden or elsewhere. 

Very respectf ally, 

F. B. Bjbnnbtt. 
The reply was: 

San Fbancisoo, May 14, 1885. 
F. B. Kennetty Esq., Alameda, Cal — Dbab Sib: Replying to your 
note of yesterday, I regret that it is impossible for me to giro yon 
employment at present. lonrs truly, 

J. B. Bandol. 
The next is dated: 

Alameda, May 17, 1886. 
,J. B. Bandol, Esq., Manager — Deab Sib: Tour favor of 14th re- 
ceived; I desire to state that in the event of your requiring my ser- 
vices I will be pleased to engage with you for as long a term as yon 
may desire, and pledge myself to a careful attention to your interests. 

Very respectfully, 

F. B. Kennett. 

Q. Was all of that correspondence subsequent to that date when 
1!d!r. Kennett was last in the employ of the company ? 

A. Yes, I have before stated that I took the position of Superin- 
tendent here in September, 1884, and Mr. Kennett left I think the 
latter part of the same year. 

Q. James Beedy has given some testimonv in this case in which 
he states that he was discharged by Mr. Banaol from his position as 
coachman for political reasons. W ill you state what you know about 
Mr. Beedy's discharge and the cause of it ? 

A. I know about the cause of his last discharge, but I understand 
that there were numerous discharges he claims to have had here, 
but I know about the last. That was soon after taking my present 
position here, Mr. Beedy, as I understand it from Mr. Bandol and 
others, bought a horse for The Quicksilver Mining Company, or at 
least aided in the purchase of a horse for The Quicksilver Mining 
Company, known as Dixie; this horse was finally thought by Mr. 
Bandol, and for good reasons, to be tricky and dangerous, and Mr. 
Beedy had never informed him of the nature of the animal, although 
he drove Mr. Bandol's little children and wife out with it. After 
discovering the nature of the horse Mr. Beedy was discharged, and 
the subsequent career of the horse was such that there could be no 
doubt about its disposition. He was put into a four-horse team and 
started the whole four horses running away and some portions of the 
wagon were injured and one or two of the horses hurt; in fact Dixie 
himself was so disabled that he was sold for half the original price 
paid for him. 

Q. In what capacities was Mr. Beedy employed about the mine 
after that ? 
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A. Mr. Beedy had a very large family here, and appealed to our 
sympathy, and was allowed to remain in the company s house after 
he had obtained employment of Mr. Frank Bohlman, the contractor 
for the teaming here, and I believe drove his team, but had some 
trouble with Mr. Bohlman which I do not know personally. After 
the trouble with Mr. Bohlman he left the camp owins the company 
for house rent 126. He never paid that rent to this aay. 

Q. Did his family remove from the property immediately after 
his discharge ? 

A. No; nis family remained here until he had sought employment 
elsewhere; until he got a house in San Jose for them. 

Q. Some testimony given on the part of the contestant seems to 
be an attack upon you personally and your conduct in connection 
with the property. What have you to say in regard to that matter. 

A. I aesire to say here, that, feeling conscious of my integrity 
and good purposes, and feeling sure that any of my personal ac- 
quaintances, wnose good opinion I would care to keep, would not 
believe such statements of me, from such unreliable sources. I do 
not care to make any further defense against such scurrilous attacks; 
and those who do not know me who examine the testimony intro- 
duced, will, I believe, be satisfied that that testimony refutes itself. 

Q. Mr. Jennings, what statement do you desire to make in regard 
to the general character and purposes of the management of this 



A. rdesuce to state here and rather generally that I know of no 
branch of minfnf^ industry that has been carried on on this coast on 
such purely industrial grounds as this one, and which has attempted 
to administer so largely to fkft wants and affairs of their employees 
as this; that the purpose and intelKliAn of the management has been 
kindly towards its employees. 

Q. State whether or not the local maaftjpMBdent has been in any 
way interested in, or dealing in the stocks of this company, or 
whether the management has been conducted with any reference to 
affecting the values of the stocks, irrespective as it should naturally 
result from the industrial management and profits of the mine ? 

A. I am of the firm belief that J. B. Kandol, as Manager, has 
never in any wav, with the reports or published statements, or other- 
wise tried to influence the stock values and that the management 
though conservative has been generous in its official reports to its 
stockholders, and to those who have a right to know its business. 
It has heretofore thought it good policy to keep much of its business 
and its policy to itself, but such widespread notoriety has been given 
to the attacks of the contestant upon tliis management, that as men, 
and also to make a right showing before some of their stockholders 
who may not have ready access to all their records here, the fore- 
going plain statement of the facts of the business of this company 
has been given to the world, and I think very liberally. 



Evidence of Dr. Thorne. President of the State Medical Society— WeU-dad, Houed 
and Fed— Skillful Medical Attendance for the Miner and His Family at One Dcdliflr 
per Mouth. 

TESTIMOmr OF DR. W. 8. THORNB. 

By Mr. Cross: 

Q. Where do you reside ? 

A. In San Jose. I am a physician and surgeon. I am 46 jean 
old. I have resided at San Jose or in its vicinity since 1868. 

Q. How long have you known the New Almaden Qaioksilver 
Mine ? 

A. I have known the Almaden Quicksilver Mines since that time. 
I came hero first to this mine in 1858. 

Q. Have you any idea as to the number of people resident upon 
this property at that time ? 

A. Between 1,500 and 1,600 people. Approximately the same 
number of population there is now. 

Q. State what was the social and industrial condition of the 
people upon this property at that time. 

A. I can speak of the mine from my own personal knowledge 
since the first day of May, 1869. The social condition of this mine 
at that time was verv bad. 

Q. What was the general reput^ition of the class of people who 
resided here at that time ? 

A. Exceedingly bad. As to their morals and their reputation for 
good order, they were largely a turbulent, criminal class of people 
in those days. 

Q. State what changes and improvements have been made in the 
social condition of the people residing upon the grant since the time 
Mr. J. B. Baudol has been manager ? 

A. I have been visiting this mine for the last eighteen years; it 
will be eighteen years the first day of next month since I began to 
visit this mine as a physician — visiting physician — coming regularly; 
the rest of the time I have done a consulting practice there with the 
local medical incumbents, or making medical visits as occasion re- 
quired, and knowing tlie people intimately as I do, I can state from 
my own personal knowledge, that there have been noticeable pro- 
gressive changes in the character of this population from that day to 
this. With reference to the medical department, 1 can say that 
these people in old days wlien I came here, were at the mercy of 
chance or accident. When they met with accidents here they gen- 
erally died lor want of medical care, they were too poor to send to 
San Jose to get a competent surgeon, and I know of my own personal 
knowledge that many in cases of accidents and disease died here from 
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lack of medical care; the medical men could not come so far without 
remuneration, and these people were unable to pay them, and the 
consequence was that under the old regime these people died of 
disease and accidents which occurred to them in the mine, for want 
of proper medical and surgical treatment. 

Q. State what improvement has been made under Mr. Eandol's 
management, and by what means in that regard ? 

A. Shortly after Mr. Bandol became manager of this mine he se- 
cured the services of a very competent physician who became the 
local medical attendant to tne mine, and who was extremely conscien- 
tious and intelligent in the discharge of his duties as physician to the 
mine; I was frequently in consultation with him and I know that from 
that time the men had very careful and skillful attention. Doctor A. 
B. Bandol, Dr. Hopkins, Doctor Cochrane, myself and Doctor S. E. 
Winn have been successively the resident local physician of the mine. 
Doctor Winn came to this mine about September, 1879. 

Q. What have you to say as to the qualifications and character 
of Doctor Winn for the position ? 

A. Doctor Winn is one of the most competent physicians within 
the circle of my medical acquaintance, which extends all over the 
State; I know all of the prominent physicians in San Francisco. I 
know all of the prominent physicians m all the towns of the State. 
As president of the State Medical Society of California, I know all 
of the most prominent medical men in the State from its southern 
extremity to its northern confines and can conscientiously say he is 
one of the most competent men I know of. 

Q. Doctor, during the period of time thatyou speak of when 
yourself. Dr. Cochrane, Dr. Hopkins and Dr. Winn held the position 
of resident physician and surgeon at this mine, what method has 
been used to compensate the regular physician for his services to 
the miners and their families ? 

A. The position is sustained by what is called a ''Miners* Fund,*' 
which arises and is sustained by voluntary contributions from those 
actively engaged in the employment of the mine. 

Q. Doctor, from your experience and observation of such matters, 
what would you say as to the economy or reasonableness of the med- 
ical attendance to the employees and their families, at the rate of $1 
per month for each employee and his family ? 

A. I would consider it extremely economical and advantageous, 
and consider such an arrangement extremely beneficient in its oper- 
ation to the members who contribute to the fund ? 

Q. In underground mining operations are there frequent occasions 
for the employment of surgical skill ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What would you say as to the uniform charge of $5.00 as pro- 
vided by the rules of the "Miners' Fund" in cases of accouchment? 

A. 1 should say that was one-fifth of the minimum charges usually 
charged. 

Q. Doctor, from your acquaintance with the employees of this 
mine and your observation at their homes and with tne ordinary la- 
boring classes of other communities of California with which you are 
familiar, what would you say as to the comfort, iqtelligence and lo- 
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cal surroundings of the employees here as compared with thet same 
classes of laborers in other communities that you are familiar with ? 

A. They are the best that I have ever seen, and I have been ac- 
quainted with mining camps in California and Nevada for the last 
tnirty years. 

Q. What would you say as to their comfort, their homes, cloth- 
ing and food, as compared with the laboring classes of other com- 
munities with which you are familiar ? 

A. It is the best I have ever seen. • 

Q . During the time that you were physician for the mine and 
since the Miners' Fund was established what can you say, if anything, 
with regard to what other classes of disbursement were made from 
this fund besides the disbursements for medical attendance ? 

A. Well, co-eval with the establishment of this fund, they estab- 
lished on the Uill a first-class apothecary shop to dispense the reme- 
dies to the people. The quality of the drugs and prescriptions dis- 
pensed at that dispensary were the best that could be had on this 
Ooast, and during my time they charged nothing for them. 

Q. What effect upon the number of cases of salivation and the 
degree of those cases was effected by the improvement in the fur- 
naces by Mr. Eandol ? 

A. 1 can answer that in a general way, that salivation became 
ver^ much less, and during the last few years it has almost become 
extinct, except in cases of utter carelessness, without the fault of the 
furnace or the management. 

Q. In your early acquaintance with the mine and the people resi- 
dent upon it, what were the principal nationalities employed at the 
mine? 

A. Mexican, Cornish or English miners, with a sprinkling of 
American and other nationalities, including Irish, and in former 
times they used to employ some Chinese. During Mr. Bandol's ad« 
ministration I think that there has been a very large increase in the 
white, and the Mexican element has decreased. 

Q. At the time you came to the State in 1858, was not the condi- 
tion of society socially, and so far as the labor interests were con- 
cerned in California, very much more crude and less developed than 
at present. Doctor, throughout the entire State so far as you your- 
self were acquainted, and very much lower in its condition than at 
present ? 

A. It is my impression from my knowledge of California — I came 
to this country in 1857, and went to the mines after remaining in San 
Francisco three months. I worked in the mines, and it is my im- 
pression that in the early days of California, the very best labor 
element that this commonwealth has ever seen was then in the field, 
both intellectually and every other way; I met doctors and lawyers 
and statesmen and judges, men who subsequently became distin- 
guished in the law, distinguished in politics, men who afterwards 
went to Congress, were all co-laborers in the mines; men who become 
distinguished judges, were laboring with their hands in the mines, 
and your distinguished witness was there laboring also. 

Q. Then as I understand you. Doctor, the Almaden Mine at that 
time was an exception to the rule as you found it, and had a much 
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lower class of labor and population within its boundaries than any 
other mining establishment that you were acquainted with ? 

A. It did most emphatically. 

Q. Why was that so far as you are able to determine or now can 
state? 

A. Because they had a class of Spanish peons here, and many of 
them renegades from justice; they were murderers and thieves, and 
Almaden at that time was a rendez-vous for the worst elements of this 
State. They came here in hiding from every part of the State, and 
if any man knows what a Mexican peon is he knows that the word 
means slave; that is what those people were, and they were in those 
days the chief controlling labor element of this mine. 

Q. Was Santa Clara County in its condition as to labor and so- 
ciability at that time as far advanced as at present ? 

Q. (By Dr. Thobne) : Do you mean as to the men who labored 
with their hands in those days? 

(By Mr. Cboss) : No, the general condition, the social atmos- 
phere and the surroundings and conditions of the labor element. 

Q. Then, as I understand you, there was somewhat of a chaotic 
condition, socially, and as far as the labor interests were concerned 
at that time, as compared with the present in Santa Clara countv? 

A. In Santa Clara county in those days, so far as I know — I was 
a bov in those davs and I was more interested in my rod and gun 
and norseback riding than I was in society — something I never knew 
anything about — but I know thern were very respectable people and 
wealthy people lived in the country. I never attended a party in 
those days or social gathering. I know we had good law and good 
order in the county; our distinguished friend John Murphy was 
sherifF, and if John could not kill a fellow by hanging him he would 
drink him to death, but I can only say that we had good society and 
very respectable people in the county in those days, but of course 
society was not stratified as it is in tnese days, and it takes a long 
time to make a thoroughly civilized and polite community. 

Q. What, as you now remember, Doctor, were the moving causes 
on Mr. Bandol's part to improve the condition of the miners? 

A. I believe that they resulted in accordance with the character \ 
of the man. He is a progressive man; he is a man the whole ten- 
dency of whose business ufe, so far as I am acquainted with him, so 
far as my experience ^oes, has been to systematize, to produce order 
out of chaos, and institute good order where formerly there existed 
extravagant waste and bad management. I believe I have never had 
any conversations with him on the subject, but I believe they re- 
sulted on his part purely from humanitarian motives. If there is 
any doubt I would give him the benefit of that doubt. 

Q. Then, as a matter of fact, I gather this inference from what 
you state, that salivation has not been a chronic trouble at this mine ? 
A. No, I cannot say that it has been. I have seen some very 
bad cases of salivation here; very bad; the worst that I ever saw; 
but in those cases which I treated they were cases where the men 
had done things that they were not required to do, and foolish 
things, and in fact things that they knew they ought not to do, and 
we put a stop to it. 
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Q. So far as you have observed it is kiud of natural when a can- 
didate for political office has been defeated to lay it to something 
else besides the fact that the people did not want to elect him — ^is it 
not so ? 

k. Well, I am not sufficiently acquainted with political candidates 
to answer that question. I have had very little to do with politics or 
politicians. 

Q. So far as you have observed has it not been kind of customary 
for candidates for office in Santa Clara County and elsewhere to 
wrestle pretty lively for votes about election time ? 

A. That has been my experience, my limited experience. 

Q. Now Doctor., you were speaking about your experience here 
with a class of diseases and accidents that have required treat- 
ment and the kind of patients that you have treated. Have yoa in 
your experience or observation here, known of any defeated candi- 
date for office, except Mr. Sullivan, seeking a quicksilver mine to 
obtain mercurial treatment for a political sore ? 

A. No, I will answer that in the negative. 

Q. Would you from your medical experience and knowledge of 
this locality suggest that a candidate under such circumstances could 
work in the mine on the Hill or about the furnace at the Hacienda ? 

A. I do not know. I would recommend him to try again and not 
try medicine at all. Just try the open air — I am not much of an 
advocate of medicine although I am a practitioner. 

Q. Would you suggest that when he tried twice and got defeated, 
and become satisfied that he could not get in by the votes of the 
people, that he had better try it by a contest ? 

A. You are asking me questions that I am not able to answer. 

Q. Doctor, from your knowledge of this mine, the people living 
upon it, and its management, and the rumors that you have heard, 
and the sources from which they came, what is your belief as to 
whether or not the voters of Almaden precinct at the last election 
were affected by coercion or intimidation, or other improper influ- 
ences on the part of the management of the mine. 

A. You ask me for my personal belief in this matter ? In my 
own opinion I do not think it was. My opinion is, asl was dis- 
cussing with a gentleman in my house some months ago, respect- 
ting the same matter, I maintain that view, and in my inter- 
course with the people of this mine for the last eighteen years, I 
have never to my own knowledge seen the slightest intimation of 
anything of the kind, and indeed I have made some inquiry of the 
people at this mine within the last twelve months respecting that 
matter, and I have never yet found a man who. said he was coerced 
or influenced, and I know that some of them were men who voted 
the Democratic ticket. 

Q. So far as you Imow those who have claimed that there were 
any intimidation of voters here were either disappointed candidates 
or those who sympathized with Mr. Kearney at that time ? 

A. Yes; I nave met people for the last 18 years who have been 
discharged from this mine and one that I know was extremely vitu- 
perative, he charged Mr. Bandol and the management with all sorts 
of things, but he never charged that there was any political corrap- 
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tion at Almaden, that is one of the things never mentioned, and I 
never heard it mentioned. I of coarse have been brought in contact 
with a great many dissatisfied people, both heads of department and 
others, who have been discharged, and I never heard it from any 
individual who had any connection with this mine; I have yet to hear 
for the first time, and i would like to find a man to tell me that he was 
coerced or intimidated. I have never yet met one in political matters. 



Dr. S. £. Winn*B Experience— He always yoted the Democratic Tlokei Openly— No 
Coercion or Undue Influence— TesUmony of Mr. O'Brion, who has voted the Dem- 
ocratic Ticket for 22 years. 



TB8TIMONT OF DR. 8. B. WINN. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. What position do you hold at the Almaden Mine ? 

A. I am resident physician and surgeon, since the first day of 
September, 1879. It is a salaried position— $400 a month, paid out 
of the Miners' Fund. 

Q. How is that fund made up ? 

A. By contributions; each employee of the company on the pay 
roll is required to pay one dollar a month into tne general fond 
known as the Miners' Fund, and out of that my salary is paid with 
other expcDses. The druggist ^ets a salary out of it, and it is then 
applied for the buying of medicine, and also for the relief of the 
indigent poor, ana also when men are hurt in the mine. When they 
are wounded and injured in various ways at the mine, if they are 
not able to pay their board, their board is paid out of it, and all their 
supplies are furnished them and paid for out of that fund. It also 
furnishes two hospitals for those who are injured in the mine, one 
in the Mexican camp and the other in the English camp on the Hill. 
I have held the position of resident physician since the first day of 
September, 1879. 

Q. State what your duties are, and what services you perform as 
resident physician, for this pay of $400 per month. 

A. I am required to reside at the mine. I reside on the 
Hill from the fact that by far the largest part of my work is there 
(the greatest number of inhabitants), and more accidents happen 
there, and I am required to be here in readiness to attend to all ciQls, 
whether for injuries or disease. In the morning I remain at home 
until eight o'clock, in order to receive messages from different fami- 
lies that may need me throughout the day. It is generally understood 
that they send for me at that time, so that I can lay out the work and 
accomplish it with moie success and with better results to them. After 
eight o'clock I spend the hours from that until eleven, in yisiting the 
patients on the Hill. From eleven to twelve each day I haye an 
office hour on the Hill, and there I receive all of those that come for 
treatment to the office, and if longer time is needed than the hour, 
I remain longer, but in the main try to ^et through within the honr, 
if possible, and have other cases to wait there, because I haye an 
office hour at the Hacienda from half -past twelve to half -past one, so 
as to be here at least a half hour while the men are off duty, so that 
that they can consult me at the office here. I deyote my time ex- 
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elnsively to this employmenty except rarely in cases of emergency, 
as a matter of humanity. 

Q. You speak of some portion of the fund being devoted to sup- 
plying indigent persons with means and with necessaries. Who deter- 
mines who should be supplied with those things ? 

A. Soon after I came here Mr. BAndol told me he wanted me to 
look after that matter and see that there was no actual want at the 
mine among the employees or the inhabitants here. Wherever I 
have found such actual want I gave orders for supplies to the amount 
that I think necessary to meet the needs of each particular case. It 
was left to me to judge as to the merits of the cases; since that time 
I have given orders. There is hardly a week but what I give orders 
for provisions and supplies — very few weeks if any, and sometimes 
a number of orders in one week for supplies to persons that really 
need it; and those orders are honored and paid by order of Mr. Ban- 
dol, trustee of the fund. I keep records and thev show over 5,000 
professional calls and consultations per year. There is hardly a day 
but what there is more or less surgery to attend to; men are getting 
injured every day, for instance during the last week I have had one 
case of a man that run a drill through his foot, and another that run 
the sharp end of a crowbar through his hand, and another that had 
a thumb mashed off at the first joint, and a number other cases^such 
as scalp wounds and fractures resulting from accidents incident to 
the business of mining. 

Q. State whether or not, Doctor, during your term of service 
here upon the mine you have become familiar with the condition of 
the people of the mine as to their methods of living, their economic 
an*angements and household affairs and domestic matters. 

A. I am at the house of almost every one in the camp. Dur- 
ing the seven years and a half or more that I have been here, I 
have been called, I suppose, in all the families that are here, unless 
some very recent ones. As regards the houses in which they live in 
the English camp I think that the majority of the houses are owned 
by the employees, they pav a ground rent, as I have heard, as a pro- 
tection to the companv and their property, more for that than for 
any gain out of it, and a man who builds or buys a house that is on 
the ground, that house is his property, which he can sell when 
he leaves or dispose of it any way he likes, and the majority of the 
English people live in their own houses that way, and they keep 
them in the main in good repair; and I have been frequently pre- 
sent when their meals were served, they seem to live on good food; 
thev attend church, they are great church-goers and they are 
well dressed — there do not seem to be any wants in that regard. 
I think you will find the people who attend the church on the Hill 
about as well dressed as you will find them in any town of this size, 
at any rate in any town that I have lived in — of course this is speak- 
ing of the English people; the Mexican people are not as provident 
as the English people; do not make as good use of their earnings; 
the houses are very good for this climate; there are some private 
parties that own houses there and these houses are not kept in as 
good repair as the company's houses; and as regards their living in 
comparison with the populations of the same class of other localities 
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I think they live as well. That is the English people; the Mexiean 
people, as 1 said before, are not as thrifty on the same amount of 
earnings; I have never lived in a community where there was a 
Mexican population before, and it does not come up to the way of 
English hving because they are not as frugal and as careful of 
what they make. 

Q. Doctor, have you made any photographic views of objects in 
the New Almaden Mine ? 

A. Yes; made quite a number of them durine the last three or 
four years. I made all of the negatives myself. (Dr. Winn here 
presents a volume of fifty views of improvements, localities, machi- 
nery and works at the mine, including underground mining views 
taken by artificial light.) 

Q. Doctor, have you ever voted at this precinct ? 

A. I have. 

Q. How many years ? 

A. Ever since 1880. 

Q. Doctor, have you ever seen anything going on here at elections 
like intimidation or coercion, or the exercise of undue influence with 
regard to how the vote should be cast ? 

A. I come to the polls cast my vote here and go back to my bus- 
iness, so I can only speak for myself. I have never had any intimi- 
dation offered me, ana I have never had any person ask me to vote 
one way or the other. 

Q. So far as you are concerned you have always been independent 
of any of the managers of the mine ? 

A. Entirely so, entirely so; not even one man has asked me, or 
suggested to me that one man would be a good man for the mine to 
vote for; never had any influence of that sort exerted or attempted. 

Q. With what political party do you usually act ? 

A. I vote the Democratic ticket. Since I have been here I have 
voted for Hancock, for Cleveland, for Stoneman and Bartlett, for 
TuJly and for Sullivan. 

Q. In the main, you vote the ticket of that party ? 

A. Yes, but there are some local and judicial omcers that I vote 
for on the other side. 

Q. You exercise you personal preference ? 

A. For instance, . I voted for Belden and Spencer for Superior 
Judges because I knew them and did not know the other men, and I 
knew they were able men. In several instances I have voted for 
other Bepublicans for county office, but they are always my preference. 

Q. In local matters you have exercised your personal preference 
without reference to politics. 

A. Yes. 

Q. But where party issues are important, there you ally yourself 
with the Democratic party in main? 

A. I voted for Mr. Sullivan at the last election. 
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TB8TIMON7 OF CgTAHTiBB F. O'BRION 

By Mr. Cross: 
Q. What is your name, age and occupation ? 



A. Oharles r^. O'Brion, 63 years of age, my present occupation 
is surface foreman on the Hill. I came to the mine in March, 1866, 
five years before Mr. Bandol arrived. 

Q. You may state what your occupation has been, and the posi- 
tions you have held since that time. 

A. I commenced to work for The Quicksilver Mining Company 
on March 23, 1866, at anything that offered, at $2.60 per day; was 
soon appointed night-watchman at $3 per night, which position I filled 
for about three months, when I was requested to accept the position of 
chief weigher and receiver of all ores taken from the mine. I filled 
this place for about two loontfii. I was then promoted to the posi- 
tion of foreman at the maisL planilla, that being the principal exit of 
nearly all the ores taken from the mine in 1866. 

Q. What are the duties of the surface foreman ? 

A. Collecting the house and ^ound rents on the Hill, keeping 
in repair all the company's dwellings, have charge of nearlv all the 
men working on the surface and keeping their time, and keep all 
wagon roads in repair, and attend to the cleaning, recording and 
shipping all the ores extracted, attending generally to the ordering 
ana issuing all the material used in the mine except coal, wood and 
timber which is contracted for at the companv's office in Hacienda; 
also looking after the sanitary condition of the Hill, such as disin- 
fecting the camp monthly in the summer and oftener if necessary, 
with corrosive sublimate; the cottages are well built and comforta- 
ble; they are furnished and provided inside in very good order, they 
have every comfort almost, carpets and curtains, and everything 
that way. and furniture. 

Q. The Mexicans coming from warm climates, do they take as 
much pains in the matter of furnishing and keeping their houses as 
the people whose ancestry comes from colder climates as you have 
observed ? 

A. No. 

Q. What can you say as to the quality of the food which they 
consume ? 

A. They get their food at the same place that I get mine, and I 
do not suppose there is a store in the county that has got any better 
assortment of food than the store on the Hill . 

Q. What can you say as to the manner in which the^ are clothed 
as compared with the same grade of labor in other localities that you 
have been acquainted with as to being well clothed or otherwise ? 

A. I think they are as well, if not oetter. 

Q. What can you say as to these miner's cottages having about 
them little flower gardens and vines and the like ? 

A. I consider they have been very fortunate in that respect. 
Within the last three years Mr. Bandol has taken particular pains to 
send up flowers, roses and everything that he could spare trom his 
garden down here. Within the last two years I think I have distrib- 
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uted at least 1,500 rose bashes amongst the people; that is done at 
the coinpany's expense. 

Q. Yon speak of being distributed by Mr. BandoL What facil- 
ities has the company for furnishing these plants? 

A. They employ here at the Hacienda a gardener whose pur- 
pose it is to raise all these different kinds of plaDts. They have hot 
houses and every facility for raising flowers, and the aeeortmeot is 
very good. 

Q. Since Mr. Bandol became Manager here, have yon ever seen 
anything like interference with the personal liberie of zhe employeei 
of the company on the part of the management ? 

A. No, I never did. On the contrary I think that he is quite fret 
from anjtki&g of that kind. 

Q. What was the aottial and moral condition of the people living 
upon this mine at the time MmI Mr. Bandol came here to take 
charge ? 

A. In former years Almaden was ft&i?W2i aa^tbe free retreat of 
cutthroats, gamblers and all sorts of thieves and' htA- men and 
women; when life was in continual jeopardy, with scarcely no hm 
to prosecute the guilty, and murder was frequent; to-daj, there is 
no place with a population of 1,500 to 1,600 souls where morereqpeet 
is held for the law of the laud and less crime is known to exist; this 
has been brought about by the influence of both Methodist and 
Oatholic Churches in a measure, but the principal causes spring 
from the fact that our Manager, 3 . B. Bandol, immediately upon 
assuming control of this property in 1870, made strenuous and un- 
tiring efforts to purify and rid this place of all its bad influences and 
elements, aiding the officers in executing the laws, throwing no 
obstacles in their way, and as a result of this direction of his sixteen 
years management, life is as secure here day and night as in any town 
m California. 

Q. What has Mr. Bandol's management done with regard to ex- 
cluding from these properties that class of idle and dissolute people? 

A. It seems to have been his purpose from the commence- 
ment to let them out as fast as it could be done, and he has accomp- 
lished it very well; drunkenness on the grant during late years is 
broken up. 

Q. What is done with reference to giving employment to men 
who have become old and broken down, or ineffective in the employ- 
ment of the company ? 

A. A great many, particularly of the Mexican population have been 
here fifteen, twenty, twenty-five and thirty and more years, and have 
worked in the mine, and have worn themselves out here until they 
are hardly capacitated to go away from here and earn a decent living, 
and where men have been faithful, and used up their vitality here 
for the benefit of the company, the company in return help them in 
any way, shape and manner as they can; if a man is incapacitated 
from work in the mine, they try to find something for him to do on 
the outside; some light employment where he can work. 

Q. Do you know Dr. Winn personally ? 

A Very well acquainted with him. 

Q. Had occasion to employ him in your family ? 
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A. Yes; have had him attend to my family oooasionally, he also 
has attended me. 

Q. What can you say as to your being folly satisfied or otherwise 
with Dr. Winn and his attendance apon your own family ? 

A. I am well pleaaad* 

Q. What is yoar opinion, Mr. O'Brion, from^ your experience 
here, from before and since the Miners' Fund was established, aa to 
its being really beneficial or otherwise in contrast with the system of 
requiring miners and their families to depend upon such physicians 
as they might obtain without any system? 

A. I should consider that entirely a one sided question. There 
is hardly any comparison to be drawn. It is all one sided in favor 
of the present system. 

Q. What do you say with regard to your own politics ? 

A. Belative to my politics, in the main I have afiBliated with 
the Democratic party, but as I grow older, I am becoming more and 
more convinced that to have the purest and most efficient adminis- 
tration of our laws, it can only be done by selecting from our 
county. State and national ticket, the ablest and best men that allow 
themselves to go before the country as candidates; consequently with 
such views, I naturally scratch my ticket on election day; I voted for 
Tilden, Hancock and Cleveland, and also for Mr. Sullivan, the present 
contestant, the first time he ran but not in November last; iQso for 
Governor Bartlett and mainly the balance of the ticket. I have no 
animosities against any race, respect a man if he be one, no matter 
what nationality he may spring from. Since my residence in New 
Almaden, I have had little or nothing to do with politics. I was a 
State delegate to the Democratic Convention in Sacramento when 
H. H. Haight was nominated for Governor. 

Q. State Mr. O'Brion, whether in your experience here during 
Mr. Bandol's administration anything has been done, to intimidate, 
coerce or unduly influence your vote ? 

A. I have been connected off and on with The Quicksilver Mining 
Company for over 22 years and have always been during Mr. Bandol's 
16 years of successful management of the mine, well and kindly 
treated by him and was never coerced, intimidated, bulldozed, or 
even requested by him to vote any particular ticket, and the same I 
may say of Mr. Jenning's administration; I have always voted as my 
conscience dictated in every election and calculate to enjoy that 
blessed privilege in what few elections I may yet attend. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything indicating that undue influence 
was being used by the management or the officers of this company 
in the matter of how men should vote ? 
A. No; never have. 

Q. Have vou ever seen anything to cause you to believe that men 
were discharged from the service of the Company, or likely to be 
discharged from the service, on account of their political views or 
the way in which they voted ? 
A. No; I did not. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything to indicate that tlie employees of 
this Company did not exercise the elective franchise just as freely 
here as other men do in other places ? 
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A. I know that I always have, and I do not know any reason why 
the other people should not have the same privilege. 

Q. Have yoa ever seen anything to indicate that they didn't ? 

A, No. 

Q. What would you say as to the party with which the Oomish- 
men naturally affiliate ? 

A. My opinion is that they in a large majority affiliate with the 
Bepublican party. 

Q. Naturally so ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What can you say with regard to the Mexican population ? 

A. I think that they are inclined to vote that ticket also. 

Q. Naturally inclined that way ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. State what you know as to the manner in which the men are 
brought to the polling places at election time from the English and 
Mexican camps? 

A. It has generally been the custom of the officers of the mine at 
the Hill to notify them the day before that there would be an elec- 
tion at the Hacienda and they would like them all to congregate at 
the store early in the morning where there would be conveyances 
to take them to the polls and take them back again so that they 
would lose as little time as possible from their labors ? 

Q. How is it a benefit to these men to have an opportunity to 
ride down to the polling places and back on election day ? 

A. A benefit in this way, to come down the hill on foot and then 
walk back they would lose half of the day at least, and by riding 
down and being carried back, they are almo&t as fresh as when they 
left their homes in the morning, and go back to their work. 

Q. Who owns and conducts the stores and store business in the 
mines ? I am not speaking of the ownership of the building, but of 
the stores ? 

A. They are conducted and the contents of the stores are owned 
by Mr. Derby and Lowe. 

Q. State whether or not you are in the habit of trading in their 
stores? 

A. I do all my trading there. So far as experience goes, I have 
been always treated very well by them. 

Q. What has been your observation of Mr. Bandore conduct to- 
wards the employees of the company ? 

A. Well, I do not see how it could be any better. He of course 
has rules and regulations by which everything is done, and as long 
as men comply with these rules and regulations, they will never have 
any trouble with him. 

Q. Those rules apply to the industrial management of the busi- 
ness, do they ? 

A. Yes; and he steps outside of that and often takes a great in- 
terest in their social matters and helps them in a great many ways, 
he is very liberal in giving them occasional days of recreation and 
so forth. 

Q. Treats them with kindness and consideration does he as an 
employer ? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. What can yoa say as to the feeling and sentiment of the men 
in the employ of the company towards Mr. Bandol ? 

A. I think that with very few exceptions — probably not any 
exceptions — a good feeling exists (of course in a large business like 
this you cannot please everybody), but my experience has been that 
Mr. !^ndol has generally had a plan, a course laid^ out which he 
thought and believed was justice not only to the company he repre- 
sents, but to the men themselves, and he has followed it; when they 
become dissatisfied they are at libql'ty to quit. 

Q. State whether or not in your judgment, in carrying on an 
establishment of this size it is necessary to have such rules ? 

A. I should say decidedly so; there must be a head, and a firm 
one, to make this business prosper. 

Q. Is there in these rules and regulations which you speak of, in 
your judgment anything harsh or oppressive, or needless to the 
prosperity of the business enterprise r 

A. There- is nothing in those rules but what any man who seeks 
employment can justly comply with. 

Q. State what you know with regard to the men who have been 
employed here, who have quit and went away, coming back and 
seeKing re-employment ? 

A. It is a very common occurrence. I am a little illustration of 
that myself. I have been away, and this is the third time now that 
I am working for this company, and I have never made anything by 
going away. I ought to have stayed here all the time; it is a very 
common occurence for men to go away, to get dissatisfied, or think 
they could do better, and ^o away like myself and come back — go 
away and get rid of what tney have saved and spend it, and come 
back and try it again. One of the most sensible men that I know 
of is a gentleman by the name of Mr. Carrol, he went to work about 
the same time that I did and has never left yet. 

Q. Staid with it ? 

A. Yes; staid right with it, and voted the Democratic ticket ever 
since he came here, without a scratch. 

Q. That vote has been well known, has it? 

A. I suppose it has. I feel very well satisfied of it in my own 
mind. 

Q. So far as you know no attempt at concealment of the fact ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything to indicate that Mr. Carroll's 
relations with the company have been in any way affected by the fact 
that he voted the Democratic ticket, and that it was known ? 

A. No; they found that he was the right man, and they got him 
in the right place, and they kept him, and they will keep him as 
long as he will stay. 



No Coercion— New Almaden Employees Who Vote as They Please — An Old Democrat 
Who Had Never Been Interfered With— Complete Befntation of the Charge of In- 
timidation—A Well provided for Community —The Voters Exercise Their Prerog- 
ative Without Let or Hindrance. 



TESTIMON7 OF JAMES CARROLL. 

The Witness — Before I commence there are three things that I 
could prove, and I can prove them here or any place else. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. What are the three things Mr. Carroll ? 

A. I am working here 22 years now for the company this month, 
and during that time I voted at every election ana generally voted 
the Democratic ticket, never was hindered in anv way, shape or form, 
never was told that I should vote one way or tne other by any man; 
always was treated well. I found the manager to be a first-class man 
and a gentleman to me in every way. I have no complaint whatever 
to make. 

Q. What is your age, occupation and residence ? 

A. About 50 years old. I take care of a stable, and damp cars 
as they come out of the mine on the Hill. I reside on the Hill at 
the New Almaden Mine. I was born in the old country. Came to 
America in 1851. I came here to the mine in 1865. 

Q. Were you here when Mr. Kandol came ? 

A. Yes and long before. 

Q. What changes have taken place in the condition of the people 
here on the mine under Mr. Eandors administration ? 

A. I believe there have been pretty good changes for the better. 
Better for the people working at the mine and their families. 

Q. Have you ever seen anvthing in Mr. Randol's management or 
the management under him like oppression or hard treatment or un- 
due interference with the affairs of the people here ? 

A. He never acted so with me. 

Q. Have you seen him act with a.uyone else ? 

A. No. When I ask a question of a man in regard to his getting 
along he says: I will go to Mr. Bandol and he will make it all right, 
and generally did so. 

Q. That is if any one feels dissatisfied about anything and has 
good cause and goes to Mr. Kandol he makes it right ? 

A. That is the general opinion and that is the feeling here. 

Q. Have you ever known of any case, any man who had a just 
cause of complaint about anything here at the mine that could not 
get a hearing from the management ? 

A. No, never. They always got a hearing. 

Q. During the time that Mr. Kandol has been here as Manager 
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have you ever seen anything like intimidation or coercion or undue 
influence on the part of the management with regard to the voting ? 

A. If there was anything said to other people, I don't know it, 
but I am certain there was never anything said to me. 

Q. Never been any attempt on tne part of the managers of the 
mine to interfere with how you should vote ? 

A. Oh, no, neither of them; neither of the officers of the mine 
ever said anything to me. 

Q. What do you think of the Miners' Fund? 

A. I am sure, I do not know anything about that. 

Q. Do you think the Miners' Fund is a bad thing or a good 
thing? 

A. I think it is a good thing for me. 

Q. Has there ever been any trouble here at the mine about the 
men getting their pay for their work or their contracts ? 

A. No, never tliat I know of. Pay-day comes regularly, and 
they get their pay ; they must take it. The company won't keep it. 

Q. Have you oeen around the polls from time to time on election 
day? 

A. I come here and vote and go back to my work. 

Q. State how the men at; the mine feel towards Mr. Bandol and 
Mr. Jennings. 

A. Very well, I believe. They respect them. 

Q. During Mr. Bandol's administration have you ever known of 
any man being discharged on account of the way he voted ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever known of there being any feeling amongst the 
men that they had to vote the way the Manager wanted them to or 
they would lose their places, or anything like that? 
' A. I never heard of that. 



TBSTIEdONT OF REV. J. L. TRBFREN. 

By Mr. Cross: 

Q. Where do you reside ? What is your age and occupation ? 

A. I reside at New Almaden. I am 69 years old. I am a clergy- 
man of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and a member of the Cali- 
fornia Annual Conference of that church. I reside at New Almaden 
and am the regular minister at that place. 

Q. Please give a statement of the kind and reasonableness of 
the cost of such a church, as near as you can. 

A. It is built of wood, rustic outside, ceiled inside, with base- 
ment rooms, audience room above, well finished, corner tower and 
of good style. I should say a fair price for the cost of it ordinarily 
in such cities and towns as I have lived in, would be, say $3,500 to 
$4,000. 

Q. What places have you served in as clergyman, in the State of 
California ? 

A. I have served in Napa, Petaluma, the City of Sacramento, 
Grass Valley, Chico, Vallejo and Santa Cruz. 
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Q. How brge a church membership have yon at New Almaden ? 

A. About fifty. My average congregation is about 200. There 
is a Sunday School connected with my churchy with an average at- 
tendance of about 165. 

Q. What is the business principally of your congregation and the 
membership of your church ? 

A. They are miners at the New Almaden Mine. 

Q. What is your annual salary in this church ? 

A. I receive $1,0U0 and the house in which I live, making $1,120. 

Q. What can you say, Mr. Trefren, as to the general appearance 
of your present congregation as to the average intelligence and ap- 
pearance of the people who attend your church here V 

A. Comparatively, they would compare very favorably in every 
respect, as to intelligence, dress and general appearance, with 
other congregations 1 have served. I have never preached to a 
better, more intelligent appearing, better behaved congregation, 
better dressed, and apparently better fed; our Sunday School is an 
extra Sunday School, if you please; the children are well o&cered, 
they have good teachers; it is verj^ regularly and well attended, 
and they are belter versed in the Scriptures than is usual in Sunday 
Schools even. 

Q. What would you say as to the general intelligence and ap- 
pearance of the children both at church and on week days as you 
see them ? 

A. They are smart, bright, well-clothed and comfortable. 

Q. W^eek days and Sundays as well ? 

A. As well as children usually are. 

Q. Is there any place where you hold services on the grant of 
The Quicksilver Mining Company, except at the church on the Hill 
that you have described ? 

A. Yes; at the schoolhouse at the Hacienda; we hold religious 
services there twice on each Sabbath; we have three local preachers 
and we have a plan for the local preachers to act a part of the time, 
and the local preachers come here a part of the time. I come here 
usually on Sabbath morning, the local preachers at night; we maintain 
a regular service at both of those places, there is also a Sunday 
School. 



TB8TIMON7 OF FRANCES M7BRS. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. What is vour name, age, residence and occupation ? 

A. Frances Meyers; I am going on 75; I have been a mechanic, 
when I was actively engaged in business; I resided at the Almaden 
Mine on the Hill. 

Q. When did yon first know the Almaden Mine ? 

A. I came here in the month of November, 1854. 

Q. Who had charge of the mine at that time ? 

A. A man by the name of John Toung was the head officer of the 
mine; I first became employed at the mine at that time: I worked 
here at the carpenter business off and on until 1877, for the com- 
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paoy; I built the big house the first work I did where the manager 
resides dow; General H. W. Halleck was the manager of the mine 
at that time; he was then called Captain Halleck, but afterwards be- 
came General Halleck; there was heavy litigation about the owner- 
ship of the mine for years. 

Q. Who came after General Halleck ? 

A. When he left there was a compromise made in the law- 
suit, that had closed the work for a long time. Different parties 
were contending for the ownership of the mine in that litigation. I 
think Mr. Samuel F. Butterworth was the next manager of the mine, 
and he had superintendents under him the same as Mr. Bandol has 
superintendents under him. Mr. Butterworth remained as manager 
until Mr. Bandol became manager. 

Q. Mr. Meyers, what will jou say as to Mr. Bandol's general 
conduct as you have observed it towards the employees of the com- 
pany during the time that he has been manager ? 

A. I have always found him a very upright sq^uare man in his 
dealings with his men, disposed to do what was right as near as I 
could tell. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything on his part like tyranny or harsh 
treatment of the men ? 

A. No. 

Q. State whether or not there has been any improvement in the 
class and condition of the people living on the mine from about the 
time Mr. Bandol took charge up to the present, in your judgment ? 

A. Yes; I think there has been an improvement; there hare been 
more families and more children, more churches and school houses. 

Q. What would you say as to the comparative morality of the 
people occupying the grant now as to what it was in early days, or 
when Mr. Bandol came here ? 

A. It is better than it was. 

Q. What will you say, Mr. Meyers, as to the way in which the 
employees of this mine are housed? 

A. Most of them have comfortable houses to live in. They 
are cheap houses; not costly houses; but generally comfortable, and 
the people generally, particularly those of the Caucasian race, are 
neat and cleanly and take pains to have everything nice and clean 
about their houses and their children; they are a neat set of house- 
keepers as a general thing, the English people particularly. 

Q. What will you say as to the manner in which the employees 
of the mine and their families are fed and clothed. You can speak 
of it comparatively if you choose ? 

A. I think that they are well as a general thing. They are 
well clothed, as the witness who just preceded me stated, in his con- 
gregation, they make a very genteel appearance; a person who knew 
nothing but what he could see, would not know whether he was in 
a church at Almaden or in Grace Church on Broadway, New York; 
they appear to be as elegantly dressed, and have as nice and genteel 
an appearance as a congregation would have anywhere. 

Q. What, so far as you have observed it, is the feeling and man- 
ner of the employees of the mine towards Mr. Bandol ? 

A. They are respectful. 
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Q. Hav#^ yon f:yfsr w^su anjihiog to indicate that there is any feeling 
UfWKfdH him hh though ho were a hard tank master, or any onkijidly 
f#9«)Iirtg t^iwardM hiru on the part of the men? 

A. No. I Ijave never known anything of the kind. 

il' ilow lonK have vou been a voter of this precinct ? 

A. 1 have alwayM been a voter ever since I have lived here. I 
am a native born American. 

Q. With wliat party do you affiliate, and have you since Mr. 
ilandol haH been here ? 

A. 1 have always voted the Democratic ticket. 

Q. Ifave you ever been connected with the Election Board of this 
precinct? 

A. Ves, frequently. 

Q. Were you a member of the Election Board at the election in 
November, IHHfi? 

A. J was. I was Inspector of Election. 

Q. Hincu) Mr. Uandol became Manager of this mine have you 
evftr known of his interfering^ in any way with the way in which the 
onihloyiMtK voted at any election for officers national, State or county ? 

A. I have never known him to take any active part, personally. 

Q. Have you, during that time, known of any intimidation, coer- 
cion or undue presHure or iuilueuco being used towards the em- 
ploveoH of the mine hh to how they should vote? 

A. No; of my own knowledge I know nothing of the kind. I 
know how far my own vote was concerned in the matter. 

Q. What luiH been done, if auvthiug, by the management of the 
mine looking towards the controlling or influencing of your vote 
during that time ? 

A . Never any attom])t has been made to influence my vote,and it was 
always known \yy the Manager, I suppose, and everybody else that 
wanted to know,'that I voted the Democratic ticket. 1 never tried 
to ooneoal it, and always voted it publicly. I am not aware that it 
has injured mo in any wav. I have never seen anything to indicate 
that my ohanoos for employment, or of preference or advancement 
at the mine, wore in any way aflected by my political views or the 
manner in which 1 voted. None in the least. 

U. Did you see anything in any way connected with the election 
of IHHtt that indicated that any one who voted at this precinct was 
eooriHul or intimidated or unduly influenced in the exercise of the 
olwtivo franohiso ? 

A. I do not know of any. There are always certain parties at all 
eltH'tions, I 8up|H>so, and in all precincts, who take an active interest 
in politics and try to get all the votes they can for certain candidates; 
tluit has gouorally been done here. 

Ijl. The same as in any other precinct so far as you could see ? 

A. That is done every whore, I think. Electioneering and work- 
ing to get votes for candidates. There is a large number of voters 
hert^ who have n^ally no choice. 

Q« Have you over soon about this mine since Mr. Randol has 
Ihh^u mauagt^r anything like slavery or serfdom or peonage upon the 
{^art \^ the omployoos of tlio mine ? 

A* 2{o; uol at all. 
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Q. About the houses, the homes of the miners here, by whom 
are the most of their homes owned so far as you are advised? 

A. Most of the houses belong to the company. I know a good 
many families that own their own houses, but 1 can't say how many. 
I own some houses on the grant, and I rent them to employees of 
the company. 

Q . Do you know Mr. Jennings ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything on the part of Mr. Jennings 
tending to indicate that he was trying to intimidate or coerce or to 
control the vote of the employees of the company ? 

A. I never have. 

Q. Have you been pretty generally acquainted with the miners 
on this grant, of Cornish descent ? 

A. Yes sir, I know them all by sight. I do not know the names 
of all of them. 

Q. What party do they generally vote with ? 

A. My impression is, they generally are Bepublicans in their 
party affiliations. 

Q. What do you know as to the Mexican vote in that regard, any- 
thing? * 

A. I don't think they have much choice. They don't care much 
about it. Some years ago I remember there was an impression 
among the Mexicans that the Republican party meant the party in 
favor of a republican form of government, and the Democrats they 
supposed were opposed to the republican form of government, and 
as they came from a republican form of government, Mexico, they 
are in favor of the Republicans from the name, nothing else; they 
didn't know the difference. They were in favor of a .Kepublic and 
they thought Bepublican meant that. 

Q. Did you hear or see or know of anything being done at the 
election of 1886 by the management of this mine or its officers with 
reference to the defeat of Mr. Sullivan and the election of Mr. Felton? 

A. I do not know of anything; the election was conducted as they 
have always been; for the accommodation of voters conveyances 
were sent upon the Hill to bring them down and take them back 
a^ain; I do not think there is a precinct in the State where a greater 
disposition is shown than there is here to conduct everything fairly, 
legally, honestly and justly; there used to be an impression that 
they thought if the vote was not cast as some wanted it to be, it was 
doctored in the counting, but so far as I had anything to do with the 
elections I have never known any attempt or any disposition shown 
to do anything but what was fair and honest and just and legal. 

Q. How has the Election Board of this precinct been appointed ? 

A. By the Board of Supervisors of the County. 

Q. Has the Board here, so far as you have known, been divided 
between the different parties ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. State whether or not at the election of 1886 you saw anything 
tending to show that the 100-foot limit provided by law, was not 
respected? 

A. I thing it was respected; I think we attended to that. 
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Q. How loDg has this same place been used for the purpose of 
the polls ? 

A. It has been used many years for that purpose. 

Q. So far as you know is there anything objectionable about 
having the polls located at this place ? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. How is it for the convenience of voters of the precinct? 

A. It is about as central and convenient a place as we could get; 
a great maay of the voters of this precinct live in the valley, and 
perhaps more at the mine than any other part of the precinct. One 
object in locating the polls here, is the building belongs to the 
company, they never charge us any rent. I notice m other precincts 
the Board of Election has to rent a place to hold the election in, and 
the county pays for it, here they never pay anything. 



A New Almaden Schoolmaster Gives His Testimony — A Model Community — Condition 
of the Pupils and of Society — Legal Formation of the Election Board — The 
. '* Helping Hand " Club and Its Work. 



TBSTIMONT OF PROF. O. B. LIOHTHAIJ:i. 

By Mr. Gross : 

Q. What is your name, age, place of residence and occupation ? 

A. G. E. Lighthall — My age is 53, occupation school teacher, my 
residence is New Almaden. 

Q. How long have you resided at New Almaden ? 

A. Nearly six years; came here in 1881. 

Q. What has been your occupation during the time that you have 
resided at New Almaden ? 

A. I have been a school teacher. 

Q. How many teachers are there teaching in the public school 
on the New Almaden grant ? 

A. There are now six employed. 

Q. How many male and now many female ? 

A. One male and five female. 

Q. How many teachers have you directly under your charge ? 

A. I have three under my charge. 

Q. What number of pupils are enrolled in the school of which 
you have charge, consisting of yourself and three other teachers ? 

A. Last year we had 253 cDrolied and there is about the same 
number enrolled this year. 

S. What is the average daily attendance, or about the average 
y attendance at your school ? 

A. The average daily attendance so far this year is 169. 

Q. How many school buildings are there on the grant ? 

A. There are three on the grant, one at the Hacienda, and two 
on the Hill; there are two separate school districts — Hacienda and 
the Hill, one schoolhouse in the Hacienda School District, and two 
in the Hill School District. 

Q. What can you say of the quality of these buildings and their 
adaptability to the use of the schools and so forth. 

A. The buildings are in very fine condition and well supplied 
with everything that they require; I have complete control of that 
myself. « If I need anything I get it. The trustees have left that 
matter in my hands entirely. 

Q. State whether or not these schools are governed by a board 
of trustees which constitutes a portion of the public school system of 
the State. 

A. They are; organized and conducted on the general plan of 
instruction. 
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Q. How^ long have you been engaged in the business of teaching ? 

A. I do not exactly remember. I have been engaged in teaching 
in Santa Clara county for ovet eighteen years. I have taught over 
twenty years in the State of California. 

Q. What schools have you taught in Santa Clara county besides 
the schools her© ? 

A. I taught in Orchard District, in Ban Antonio, in Ban Jose I 
taught in the Beed-street, the Fourth Ward and the High School^ 
and I have taught here at the Hacienda and Hill Districts. 

Q. What have you to say as to the intelligence of the children in 
these two school districts, having their buildings on the mine, as 
compared with the intelligence of children which you have seen in 
other schools ? 

A. I think the children are just the same as all others; folly np 
to the average of intelligence. 

Q. Are these children in these schools mostly of a parentage em- 
ployed by the mining company ? 

A. Nearly altogether. 

Q. State what number of pupils, if any, graduated during the 
last year in youi* district ? 

A. In my district I had three graduates, and they received gram- 
mar school diplomas from the County Board of Education. 

Q. What test is applied for the purpose of determining who shall 
have those diplomas ? 

A. The County Board furnishes the examination papers, and 
diplomas are given if they are up to the standard. 

Q. What rights do these diplomas give to those who receive them ? 

A. They are entitled to admission to any High School or to the 
State Normal School without further examination. 

Q. What became of those three graduates? 

A. They still reside on the Hill. The two young men are learn- 
ing the trade of blacksmithing in the shops of the company, and the 
girl is stopping at home with ner people. 

SWhat can you say as to the clothing and appearance of the 
dren who attend the public school here, as compared with the 
children of laboring people in other communities in which yon are 
acquainted ? 

A. The children are very neatly and well clad, keep in a very 
cleanly manner and compare favorably with school children any- 
where. 

Q. Anything to indicate that their parents are in want, or any- 
thing of that kind ? 

A. No; all appear to be well to do, from the appearance of the 
children. 

Q. How do these children, as to clothing and appearance, com- 
pare with the school children of the farming districts in this portion 
of the State, so far as you have had opportunity to observe tnem? 

A. They compare very favorably. They are fully as well clad and 
appear to be as well kept in every way. 

Q. Have you, during your residence here, had occasion to come 
in contact considerably with the people who live upon the grant and 
who work for the company ? 
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A. Yes; of Decessity I have seen all the miners and others. 

Q. What would you say of the employees of the company as to 
intelligence as you have seen them ? 

A. They are fully up to the average of laboring men anywhere. 

Q. What would yo\i say as to the manner in which they seem to 
be clothed and provided for ? 

A. They all appear to have a sufficiency of clothing and verv 
good too; when they turn out for holidays; of course in their ordi- 
nary labor they have clothing suitable for the mines. 

Q. You stated that you had taught at San Jose a good many 
years; when you lived at San Jose did you ever hear talk about this 
mine and the management of it ? 

A. I did. 

Q. What did you use to hear about that mine ? 

A. I could hardly say; men have very strange ideas; rumors of 
one thing and another about the management of the mines the same 
as I hear now when I go into San Jose, talk rather against the method 
of conducting things here and the way in which people live. 

Q. Did you have that impression before you came here to reside ? 

A. I haa somewhat of that impression. Had imbibed it owing 
to the stories which I had heard. 

Q. What effect upon jour opinion in regard to that matter has 
your residence and experience here had ? 

A. It has removed it altogether; I see that there is no foun- 
dation at all for the stories. I found those rumors to be utterly un- 
founded. 

Q. Do you when you visit San Jose sometimes hear the matter 
remarked about still ? 

A. I do, rumors as usual, which I do not pay any attention to, 
now knowing better. 

Q. From your experience and observation here do you find any- 
thing as a foundation for the rumors that the miners here are ill- 
treated or deprived of their personal liberty or overridden or tyran- 
nized over or anything of that kind ? 

A. I have never seen anything of the kind; on the contrary I 
think that they are very well used; there are many things going to 
show that here. 

Q. Mr. Martin Corcoran of San Jose has given some testimony 
in this case; he says while he has not visited the mine that he has 
heard a great many rumors about men being compelled to vote and 
being deprived of their liberty of action and that kind of thing. 
What do you think would be the effect upon his views of those mat- 
ters if he would come here and stay a while at the mine ? 

A. I think he would quickly become disabused of those preju- 
dices. 

Q. From what source do you consider that these false impressions 
arise mainly, these false rumors ? 

A. I can hardly say; it is hard to follow up a rumor as to 
how it originates. Disappointed candidates, men discharged from 
labor and various things would cause men to talk about the mine and 
these things being repeated again would assume larger proportions, 

any scandal or rumor would. Perhaps some men might be dis- 
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satisfied beoanse Mr. Bandol does not permit them to manage the mine 
in their way. 

Q. Have you had any experience on Election Boards of this pre- 
cinct ? 

A. I have been a member of every board since I came here in 1881. 

Q. How have the boards been appointed at all those elections ? 

A. By the the Supervisors of the county; in the usual manner. 

Q. Bias there at any of these elections, so far as you know, been 
any tampering of any kind with the ballots or the counting or the 
conduct of the Board ? 

A. Nothing. 

Q. Has there ever been any discord in the Board growing out of 
any party questions ? 

A. ISTo; nothing concerning any party question ever; there never 
was any discord in the Board; we have sometimes held a consultation 
as to what we should do with certain ballots, but we always arrived 
at a unanimous conclusion; it would be purely a question of law as 
to how ballots should be counted or whether the ballots should be 
received or something of that kind : it is very difficult to determine 
exactly what to do with certain ballots, and we have held a consulta- 
tion on the point and arrived at a decision in each case; there has 
been no wrangling whatever. 

Q. And you say those decisions have been unanimous ? 

A. Tes. I do not remember that we ever took a test vote on it. 

Q. Has there ever been so far as you know, anything like crook- 
edness in the conduct of the Board of this precinct since you have 
been a member of the Board ? 

A. No; nothing. 

Q. Have you ever at any of those elections witnessed anything 
like intimidation, coercion or undue influence exercised upon the 
voters of this precinct or the employees of the mine ? 

A. I never did. 

Q. Have you ever seen any electioneering or work for the candi- 
dates or tickets in this precinct different from what are commonly 
practiced in other precincts ? 

A. I never did. I have seen a little electioneering by both par- 
ties, but it has been in the usual manner, nothing unusual about it. 

Q- Have you ever seen anything to indicate that the managment 
or officers or those having charge of the work of this mine have 
bulldozed, intimidated, coerced or otherwise abused the elective 
franchise of the employees of the mine ? 

A. I never did. 

Q. Have you ever seen any scarcity of the tickets of the different 
parties on election day ? 

A. I do not know anything about that. I think there has always 
been a sufficiency of tickets. 

Q. Has there ever been an election when you have not found a 
good many Democratic tickets in the box ? 

A. We have always found about the same numlier of Democratic 
tickets at the three elections. So far as I could judge by the ballots, 
the Democrats voted the Democratic ticket, and the Republicans the 
Republican ticket. I think that I could come within three or four 
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of telling how many Democratic ballots there would be in the box if 
an election were held to-morrow, judging from what I have known 
heretofore. The ballots have been very uniform, showing the party 
lines very plainly. 

Q. Been more or less scratching, has there not ? 

A. More or less scratching. I have witnessed the fact that there 
were candidates who were favorites with the voters in this precinct, 
some candidates have run ahead of their tickets. 

Q. That happens at other precincts as well as New Almaden, 
does it not ? 

A. I presume so. 

Q. You exercise the privilege of scratching your ticket if you 
see fit ? 

A. I do. 

Q. Has there ever in this precinct been any attempt to intimidate 
r coerce or influence your vote V 

A. Never has. 

Q. What can you say as to the relations between Mr. Bandol and 
the employees, so far as you have observed it, his manner towards 
the employees and their manner towards him ? 

A. It has always been respectful. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything in Mr. BandoFs conduct towards 
the employees like tyranny or oppression or hard usage ? 

A. 1 never did. 

Q. Where do you board ? 

A. At the boarding house on the Hill. 

Q, How long have you boarded there ? 

A, A little over two years; two or three years. 

Q. What can you say as to the quality of board provided there? 

A. It is of good quality and well prepared. I have not heard of 
any complaints at all of any kind. 

Q. What oflice do you hold in this township ? 

A. I am Justice of the Peace. 

Q. How long have you been Justice of the Peace ? 

A. I think that it was in 1882 I was first appointed to fill a 
vacancy, and then was elected afterwards twice. 

Q. What can you say as to the peace and good order and observ- 
ance of the laws on this grant ? 

A. I think at the present time the peace and good order is 
remarkably good. 

Q. What is about the population of this township in which you 
are Justice ? 

A. From 1,500 to 2,000; somewhere along there. 

Q. What number of criminal complaints have you lodged in your 
court this year ? 

A. I think that I have had six this year since the 1st of January; 
there is a very decided improvement since I came here on the Hill 
with regard to observance of the law among the Mexican population; 
oar principal complaints came from them and now they are getting 
to be very orderly; we have but very little trouble now with them; 
they are almost abandoning the use of weapons which they were 
formerly very free to use. 
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Q. Did yon know the reputation of this community in those 
regards a few years ago ? 

A. Yes, in common with other places I have heard Almaden 
mentioned. 

Q. What was the reputation of this community in former years 
in regard to the state of society and morality Iiere ? 

A. About as bad as it could be. This was noted as one of the 
bad places of the State — one of the worst. 

Q. What class of people tendered to give it that reputation ? 

A. Principally the Mexican portion — the old settlers formerly. 

Q. What social condition, if any here, do you think has had any 
influence upon the people resident on the grant ? 

A. Aside from the churches and school, I think that the 
*' Helping Hand" has done as much as anything to aid in keeping 
good order. 

Q. How long has that organization been in existence ? 

A. I do not remember; it has been over a year ago. 

Q. Will you state how that organization operates, what it does 
and what you think it works in the community ? 

A. It is an organization to give the men an opportunity to 
meet and converse with each other in a good, comfortable room, 
playing little games they may wish to play, cards or checkers or any- 
thing of that kind . Attached is also a reading-room, with a good 
selection of monthly, weekly and daily papers and magazines, and 
also a nice library of miscellaneous reading matter. 1 think the 
tendency has been that men after their suppers, instead of going to 
the saloon on the Hill, would naturally fall into the habit of going 
to this room and get engaged in a game of cards and remain there 
until it was time to go to bed. 

Q. Do a good many read at those rooms ? 

A. Yes; quite a number. I go in there quite frequently, and al- 
most alwavs hnd a large number in the reading-room, busily engaged 
reading tne different papers, magazines and the books there. I 
think that that has had a very ^ood effect on the population and a 
tendency to produce social good order and pleasant social relations. 
The reading-room is distinct from the general amusement and con- 
versation room. 

Q. What else is there connected with this establishment besides 
the reading-room and general conversation room ? 

A. There is also a cook-room, and a cook employed there who 
furnishes to any one who wishes light refreshments, and at very low 
rates; too low for profit. 

Q. Are there any entertainments given at the Hill — any public 
entertainments ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What is the character of those entertainments generally ? 

A. Something light to keep the people amused; occasionally 
when they can do so they have something more solid. Most ojf^ 
the amusements are gotten up by the residents, or when they can _ 
outsiders to take part in it they do so; these entertainments are freej 
there are sometimes dramatic entertainments given by outsiders 
which an admission is charged; the main hall or auditorium is fitb 
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with a yerj nice little stage, with good scenery^ so that it is possible 
for small companies to render plays there. 

Q. State whether or not the management of the mine has taken 
any hand in organizing and fitting up and assisting this Helping 
Hand Society. 

A. Yes; they have taken a very deep interest in it, in fact it is 
almost wholly conducted by the mine management, and the different 
members composing it. 

Q. Due to their efforts that it was organized and maintained ? 

A. Entirely to their efforts. Mr. O'Brion is the chief of that 
institution; he is very enthusiastic; he takes a great deal of interest 
in the Helping Hand, preserves proper order and keeps everything 
going along smoothly. He takes a very great, deep interest in it. 

Q. What musical organizations if any have they on the Hill. 

A. There are two brass bands, one in the English camp and one 
in the Mexican camp. There are also the church choirs. 

Q. State whether or not there is a public library connected with 
the schools. 

A. Yes, we have a very good public library connected with the 
schools on the Hill and also at the Hacienda. 

Q. Can you give any statement of the number of volumes in 
those libraries ? 

A. I think that we have about 500 volumes now in both libraries. 

Q. Who has a right to the use of those books? 

A. All who reside in the district. It has been entirely free, no 
charge. They are allowed to take books from the library and keep 
them a stated period and return them. We encourage children all 
we can to take books home, and they very frequently take out books 
not only for themselves but for their parents; we encourage them 
all we can in that. 

Q. What is the general character of the books composing the 
school library ? 

A. Miscellaneous. We have a few reference books for the use 
of those who wish to find anything that they cannot get readily 
otherwise, and then we have quite a number of small books suitable 
for the children; well, for all objects, the books are selected — 
histories, works of science, works of fiction and children's story 
books. 

Q. What would you say of the class of books contained in the 
Helping Hand Library ? 

A. They have a large number of books of fiction in paper covers, 
also Dicken*s Works and various other standard works — a miscella- 
neous collection of books, including works of art, science, history, 
and biography. 

Q. Are those books allowed to be taken from that library, or are 
they to be read at the reading room ? 

A* People are permitted, I believe, to take books from that li- 
brary by making a deposit to insure the return of the book; the 
booKS are free, but a deposit is made to insure the safe return of the 
books of the library. 

Q. What magazines and papers, that you can recall, are taken 
regularly and recul in the reading room of the Helping Hand Club ? 
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A. The Oentnrjy Harper's and other popular magazmes, the 
principal daily and weekly San Francisco and San Jose papers, in 
English and Spanish, also the principal Eastern pictorial papers. 

Q. State generally, whether, so far as yon have observed, the 
people of this community have exercised as much freedom of action 
and opinion as any other communities that you are acquainted with ? 

A. I think they do, and I know of no reason why they should 
not. Never observed anything that interfered with it. 

Q. As to their labor, they are required to do their work and ob- 
serve the industrial rules of the company, I suppose ? 

A. I presume so, that would be necessary in the management of 
a business of this extent; it would be absolutely necessary that there 
should be rules and regulations governing the mine, but so far as 
interference with them outside, I do not know of any — outside the 
mere industrial conduct of the business. 



New Almaden Votera-Employees Testify-How and Why They Oast their Votes-Demoorats 
and Bepnblioans say they have not been interfered with — Very Important ETidenee 
as to How Employees are Treated, Politically and Otherwise. " 



TB8TIMONT OF WUJJAM STILBS. 

By Mr. Cboss : 

Q« What nationality are yon ? 

A. I am an Englishman. 

Q. How long have you been at this mine ? 

k. Thirteen years. I have worked by the day^ by the month, as 
tribnter, and for six years last past I have been fnrnace foreman; my 
wages have varied from 12.50 per day to $120 per month on contracts; 
I made from $80 to 1117 per month; I have seen contract systems in 
other mines. 

Q. Which do yon think is the best system, having seen different 
kinds ? 

A. I think that the contract system here is more fair for a man. 

Q. Do you think that svstem as used here is fair to both parties, 
both to employer and employee ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. About how many men are under your charge generally ? 

A. From thirty-five to fifty. 

Q. What do those men do ? 

A. Those men have to charge the furnaces, fire and discharge the 
furnaces, and keep everything clean around the furnaces; some of them 
attend to the quicksilver; their wages vary from $1.25 per day for 
boys to $85 a month for men. 

Q. In what manner has Mr. Bandol treated you ? 

A. He has treated me very gentlemanly; never been unkind to- 
wards me; always done what I think is perfectly right. 

Q. What can you say as to the treatment of the men employed 
here as compared with the men you have seen employed in other 
places ? 

A. I think the men are treated as well in this mine as in any mine 
I have ever seen, and, in fact, there are very few places where men are 
so well treated as they are here. 

Q. How does Mr, Jennings seem to feel towards the men, and 
how does he treat them ? 

A. Mr. Jennings has great sympathy for the men. He has oft- 
times given me instructions to be very careful and look after every- 
thing, so that the men shall not be iinured by any of the fumes or 
ai^jming of the kind, and, in fact, Mr. Jennings is very favorable 
towards the older class that have worked here for many years. 

Q* What do you know about voting here at the mine? 
^6 
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A. I voted here. I do not know anything different here from 
any other place. 

Q. How many years have yon been a voter here? 

A. I think I voted first for President Garfield, and I attended 
all the elections since then. 

Q. Did yon vote the Republican ticket since that time ? 

A . Yes. 

Q. Do yon generally vote the Bepublican ticket ? 

A. Generally do. 

Q. Ever scratch it ? 

A. Sometimes I have. If I see that there is a man I want to 
scratch for a man on another ticket I have occasionally scratched off 
and pat another man down in his place, where I thought I had good 
reason for it. 

Q. How do the English boys, or, as we call them, the Cornish 
boys, mostly vote ? W hat party do they like the best ? 

A. As a general rule I think they are Bepublicans. I think if 
one should go around and inquire he would find they are nearly all 
Bepublicans. 

Q. What have yon ever heard Mr. Bandol or Mr. Jennings doing 
about the voting? 

A. ^ever heard anything at all. 

Q. Did they ever try to direct you how you or the men should 
vote? 

A. No officer ever gave me any direction how I should vote, or 
which way I should vote; in fact never inquired what my political 
views were. 

Q. Ever give you any instructions or directions what they wanted 
the men to do about voting ? 

A. Not at all. 

Q. Did you ever have any directions from Mr. Bandol or Mr. 
Jennings, or any of the officers of the company, as to what you should 
do or wnat the men should do about voting ? 

A. No; never spoke to me on the subject. 

Q. Did you ever hear the men talking amongst themselves as 
though they had to vote a certain way or they would be discharged 
or not get work ? 

A. 1 never heard any such a thing. 

Q. Have you ever known or seen any intimidation or coercion or 

Eressure used here by any one connected with the mine, concerning 
ow men should vote ? 

A. No; I never saw anything of the kind; never heard of any 
such thing, in fact I could always vote which way I liked. I had 
three different kinds of tickets in my possession last time; could vote 
any one of them. 

Q. So far as you know now, how does each man vote here ? 

A. I think that they are mostly Bepublicans, I think so, but 
then I suppose they are like other people, if they want to scratch 
they do so. Vote as they please as far as I know. 

Q. What do you know about the store ? Do you buy goods at 
the store ? 

A. Yes; I am very well satisfied with the quality of goods I re- 



67 

ceive at the store. I go there and order my things or my wife sends 
my dauffhter down and gives an order and it is delivered at my house. 

Q. Do you buy most of your supplies at the store ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you ever have any boletos ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What are the boletos good for after you get them ? 

A. Just as good as money. 

Q. Have you ever used them ? 

A. Yes; when I came here to the mine first, like a good many 
others, I was not very flush with money and of course I would have 
to wait for my money until regular pay-day, and I was told that I 
could go the store and get some boletos, which I did, and I found 
them to be of much advantage to me at that time. 

Q. Is there any rale or custom requiring a man working at the 
mine to take boletos ? 

A. I never knew of any such a rule; never heard of any. 

Q. Did you ever hear of acy man being discharged on account of 
not taking boletos, or not buying at the store or anything like that ? 

A. No; never heard of such a thing. In fact we have had men 
working in the yard who never took any boletos, and they continued 
to work right on, the same as others. 

Q. When are the men paid ? 

A. They are paid regularly every pay-day, once a month. 

Q. From whom do you rent a house ? 

A. I rent the house from the company. 

Q. What rent do you pay ? 

A. Ipfty six dollars a month. 

Q. How many rooms in your house ? 

A.. Six rooms; it is a comfortable house. 

Q . What do you do about rules when men come and go to work 
for the company, new men ? 

A. It is the duty of Mr. Bulmore or myself to call attention to and 
read over the rules before they start to work, and of course, if they like 
to abide by the rules, they go to work, if not they would not go to work. 

Q . Did you ever know a man to quit work on account of a rule ? 

A. Never have known one. 

Q. State whether or not the men that came here to work under 
you generally remain a pretty long time, or whether they go away 
pretty soon? 

A. We have got men that were working here when I came 
and they are working here yet, and as a general rule they remain 
here a long time. 

TESTIMONY OF GBOROB CARSON. 

By Mr. Gboss : 

Q. Are you in the employ of The Qaicksilver Mining Company ? 
A. Yes. 

Q. What position do you hold ? 

A. I occupy a position as clerk; also as telegraph operator and 
am postmaster. 
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Q. What political party do yon belong to ? 

A. I belong to the JDemocratic party. 

Q. How many elections have you attended in this precinct ? 

A. Every election since I have been here. 

Q. Ever been on the Election Board ? 

A. I have always served on the Election Board at all principftl 
elections as clerk. 

Q. Have you ever known an Election Board that did not have 
Democrats on it as well as Bepablicans, at this place ? 

A. Since I have been here I have always served as one Demo- 
crat, and there has always been a Democratic Judge or Inspector 
as well. 

Q. What ticket have you voted at elections since you have been 
here? 

A. I have always voted the Democratic ticket. 

Q. Do you scratch sometimes ? 

A. Very little, occasionally. 

Q. Has that fact been well known here at the mine ? 

A. Yes, I have made no secret of it whatever. 

Q. Do you know whether or not it has been known to the officers 
and managers of the company ? 

A. I think so, certainly. I know that it has; they know that I 
am a Democrat and a strong one. 

Q. Did you vote at the election of 1886 ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you vote for Mr. Sullivan ? 

A. I did. 

Q. Did you do any work for Mr. Sullivan ? 

A. I tried to influence what people I could to vote for him. 

Q. That was before election dav ? 

A. That was previous to that election day. 

Q. Did vou do that secretly or openly ? 

A. I did that openly, sir; openly. 

Q. Did anybody in any way connected with the company ever 
object to your political course ? 

A. They paid no attention to it whatever. 

Q. Have you any reason to think that it has in any way affected 
your relations with the company or your prosperity or advancement 
in the business ? 

A. I am almost sure it has not. 
^ Q. Ever have any difficulty in getting a Democratic ticket to vote 
since you have been here ? 

A. No; always plenty of them about. 

Q . Have you ever seen any interference with elections here bj 
anybody ? 

A. 1 have not; no. 

Q. Ever seen anything to indicate intimidation, coercion or pres* 
sure by those who have charge of the mine and the men in regard to 
how thev should vote ? 

A. No; none whatever. 

Q. Do you know whether there have been other Democrats em* 
ployed here at the mine since you have been here ? 
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A. Yes; there are others. 

Q. Has that fact been well known ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did yoQ see that it made any difference in their employment 
or preferment, anything of that kind, with their relations with the 
company ? 

A. No. 

Q. What is yoar judgment as to whether it did or not ? 

A. I do not see that it has interfered with them in any way, shape 
or manner. 

Q. Have yon ever seen anything like coercion, intimidation or 
undne pressure on the employees of mis company in regard to voting ? 

A. r^o; I think persons can yote jast as they please. Just as 
freely here as anywhere. 

Q. Does the fact of men getting boletos or not setting them haye 
any influence whether the company giyes them work or not ? 

A. None whatever. 

Q. Whom did you first yote for, for President ? 

A. The first President I voted for was Tilden. I afterwards 
voted for Hancock and all the Democratic candidates since in suc- 
cession right through. 



TBSTIMOinr OF ANDREW DAHIiORBBN. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. How long is it since you first came here to the mine ? 

A. Fifteen years. Have worked here ever since. 

Q. What salary do you get as watchman ? 

A. $85 a month . 

Q. What nationality are you? 

A. A Swede. 

Q. When did you vote first ? 

A. The first vote I put in was for President Garfield. 

Q. How did you vote at the last election? 

A. I voted the Republican ticket. All the time I do that. 

Q. Did you vote for any Democrats that time ? 

A. No. I vote jast a straight Bepublican ticket. 

Q. Anybody ask you how you were going to vote ? 

A. No, nobody. 

Q. Anybody tell you how to vote ? 

A. No; nobody at all. 

Q. Anybody connected with the company say to you that they 
wanted you to vote a certain way ? 

A. No. 

Q. Who did you get your ticket from ? 

A. Mr. Stiles gave it to me. I knew it was a Bepublican ticket. 

Q. What do you think about the Miners' Fund ? 

A. Pretty good; very good; I got lots of sickness in the house 
sometimes, and I only pay a dollar a month and I get the doctor free, 

it is a very good thing. 

Q. Do you ever get any boletos ? 
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A. Yes; somotimes I take them if I feel like it; sometimes I take 
so mnch a month, and then if I do not feel like it I pay silver, and 
it is all the same thing. 

Q. Does it make any difference in the price of goods ? 

A. No; no difference at all. Get the same thing if I giye a 
dollar in boletos or a dollar in silver. 

Q. Did yon ever hear of any rale that a man must take boletos 
or he would get discharged ? 

A. No, I never heard that ; and I never heard a man being dis- 
charged for that. 



TBSTIMON7 OF JOSE OONZALBS. 

By Mr. Cboss : 

Q. How long have you worked here ? 

A. About six years. 

Q. When did you vote for the first time ? 

A. I voted in 1876 in San Francisco the first time. 

Q. Whom did you vote for, for President ? 

A. For Hayes. 

Q. What ticket did you vote ? 

A. Republican ticket. 

Q. Was that before you ever came to the mine to work ? 

A. Long before I ever came here. 

Q. What ticket do you generally vote ? 

A. Vote the Bepublican ticket. 

Q. Were there any names scratched on your ticket the last time 
you voted ? 

A. Yes. A friend asked me if I would like to vote for them, thev 
were very good men. I told him all right, if they were good men, 1 
would like to vote for good men. 

Q. Did you ever vote any other ticket except the Bepublican 
ticket ? 

A. Yes, I voted one Independent ticket. 

Q. Who did you vote for at that time ? 

A. I vot^d for O'Donnell. I read an article that he. said some- 
thing against a Chinaman, that suited me, and I thought that I would 
give him my vote. 

Q. Did Mr. Bandol or Mr. Jennings ever tell you how to vote ? 

A. No. 

Q. Ever ask you how you were going to vote ? 

A. No, noboay here in the mine asked me. Always voted just as 
I pleased. 

Q. What country did you come from ? 

A. Central America. 

Q. Are you a good deal acquainted with the Mexican people in 
California ? 

A. Some of them, yes. 

Q. What ticket do they generally vote ? 

A. They generally, so far as I know, vote the Bepublican ticket. 

Q. Do they like that ticket the best generally ? 
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A. YeSy so far as I know. 

Q. What ticket do the people of Spanish descent vote in the 
United States ? 

A. So far as I know, the Bepablican ticket. 

Q. Do yon know Mr. Pacheco ? 

A. I do. I saw him and got acquainted with him oiice. He was 
a Bepablican. He was elected Lieatenant-GoYernor and to Congress. 



TBSTIMOinr OF GK>TIiIEB 8TOLTZ. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. How long have yon worked here at the mine ? 

A. Nine years. 

Q. What countryman are yon ? 

A. German. 

Q. What ticket did yon vote last November ? 

A. Bepablican. 

Q. Who told yon how to vote ? 

A. Nobody. 

Q. Who asked yoa how yoa were going to vote ? 

A. Nobody. 

Q. How did yoa happen to vote the Bepablican ticket ? 

A. I was a Bepablican before I got my papers, before I was 
a citizen. 

Q Do yon prefer that party ? 

A. Yes. I like that party the best. 

Q. How did yoa happen to be a Bepablican ? 

A. I don't know. 1 like that party better, I think that it 
is Rood for the country. 

Q. Has there anybody here at the mine ever tried to interfere 
with your voting ? 

A. No. 

Q. Anybody ever try to prevent your voting the way that yon 
wanted to ? 

A. None whatever. 



TB8TIMON7 OF CHARLES HIGOINS. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. What is your full name ? 

A. Charles Higgins. 

Q. What is ^our business. 

A. Blacksmith. 

Q. How long ago did you first come to this mine to work, Mr. 
Higgins? 

A.^ About twenty-six years ago. I have been away five years of 
the time. 

Q. How much of a family have you ? 

A. Six children, myself and my wife. 
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Q. Do yon rent a hoase from the company ? 

A. Yes. 

Q . What rent do you pay ? 

A. Seven dollars. ^ 

Q. How many rooms are there in your house ? 

A. It is quite a large house; I think there are about eight rooms. 

Q. You are employed here as a blacksmith, are you ? 

A. Yes; working m the shop at $3 per day. 

Q. How do you get along with Mr. Bandol ? 

A. I could never find any fault. 

Q. What use is it to have the boletos ? 

A. It is very accommodating from one pay-day to the other 
to get boletos the same as you would get a silver dollar. The bole- 
tos are just as good as the money. 

Q. What nationality are you ? 

A. I am Irish descent; I was born in Ireland. 

Q. How longhave you been a voter ? 

A. The first i^resident that I voted for was Buchanan. 

Q. What ticket have you voted ever since ? 

A. Democratic ticket 

Q. Do you ever scratch ? 

A. Sometimes. Very little though. If I want to scratch I do 
so; very little scratching I ever do. I like it pretty straight. 

^. Did anybody here at the mine ever try to interfere with your 
voting ? 

A. Not at all. 

Q. Anybody ever try to dictate to you how you should vote, any- 
body connectea with the mine in anyway ? 

A. Not at all. There would be some electioneering that would 
not amount to anything. 

Q. Has it been well known here at the mine all the time that you 
were a Democrat and voted the Democratic ticket ? 

A. I think so. Never concealed it at all. 

Q. Can you see that it ever made any difference with your em- 
ployment or pay, the fact that you were known to be a Democrat ? 

A. I could never see any difference. 

Q. It don't influence matters at all ? 

A. Not at all. 

Q. Who did you vote for Congress last time ? 

A. I voted for Mr. Sullivan. 

Q. You sometimes have occasion to ask a little favor of Mr. 
Bandol, he being the manager of the mine ? 

A. Yes; many times. 

Q. What has been the result ? 

A. Always granted. 

Q. Have you worked for other parties, other people, in Califor- 
nia? 

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. What can you say as to this as a place for a man to work, as 
compared with other places that you have worked ? 

A. I must say that I have never worked so long in any place in 
California or that I liked so well as Almaden. 
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Q. Did you ever have any trouble about the rules here at the 
mine? 

A. Not at all; I never had any trouble. 

* Q. Did you ever see anything about the rules that you thought 
was not fair and correct ? 

A. They suited me; if I did not think they suited me I should 
stop working. 

Q. What do you think about the Miners' Fund as to whether it 
is a good thing or a bad thing ? 

A. I think it is a very good thing. 



TBSTIMOinr OF ADOLFO BANALB8. 

By Mr. Gross : 

Q. How long have you been here at the mine ? 

A. Twenty-three years. 

Q. How much of that time have you been at work ? 

A. All the time with the exception of a few days now and then ; 
I repair flasks. 

Q. What nationality are you, originally ? 

A. I was born at Los Angeles of Mexican parentage. 

Q. When did you first vote ? 

A. I voted first in 1872 for President Grant. 

Q. What ticket do you generally vote ? 

A. The Bepublioan. 

Q. Ever scratch it any ? 
^ A. In very few oases; sometimes just to vote for a man that I par- 
tionlarly knew, who was on the other ticket, and that I wanted to 
Tote.for. 

Q. How did you happen to vote for Grant at that time ? 

A. I had just come of age, and he was running for a sec- 
ond term, and I had read a good deal about the man, and I was very 
glad to have a chance to vote for him. He was my choice, from 
what I had read and heard about him. 

Q. Did you know something about his history; what he had 
done for the country and so on ? 

A. Yes; that was the reason I voted for him. 

Q* Tou say that you are of Mexican descent. Are you acquainted 
with a good many people of that descent in California ? 

A. xes, I have always been more or less acquainted with the 
Mexicans living around where I live, 

Q. What ticket do they generally vote in California ? 

A. They generally vote the Bepubiican ticket, a large majority of 
Ihem. 

Q. Can you explain why that is? 

A. The Bepubiican party in this country corresponds some- 
what to what is called the Liberal party in Mexico, which holds a 
lanze majority there, and I account for it in that way. 

Q. Do they talk those matters over amongst themselves ? 

A. Yes. 
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Q . Do yon know anybody at this mine of Mexican descent thai 
votes the Democratic ticket ? 

A. I cannot recollect any one. 

Q. Did you ever hear of any rale that a man had to draw boletos 
or he woala get discharged ? 

A. No; I know several men that do not draw boletos, they wait 
until they get the money. 



TBSTIMOinr OF ROBERT 8COTT. 

By Mr. Cross: 

Q. What is your business? 

A. Bricklayer. I am a native of Canada. 

Q. How long have you worked here at the mine ? 

A. I have worked off and on since the winter of 1863 and *64; 
altogether probably fifteen years. 

Q. What wages do you receive at the present time ? 

A. I get $150 a month. 

Q. How long have you been a voter? 

A. I think I voted for the first President after Grant. That will 
be Hayes. 

Q. Have you voted the Bepublican ticket since ? 

A. Yes; I voted for Garfield and voted for Blaine. 

Q. How did you happen to vote for Hayes ? 

A. I liked the Bepubiican party. That was my free choice. 

Q. Did any one here at the mine have anything to do with dicta- 
ting to you how you should vote at that election, or try to influence 
your vote at that election ? 

A. No; nobody has tried to influence me as to how I should vote 
at any time. 

Q. Do you know of any one having ever been interfered with 
here, or any man having been intimidated, or coerced, or threatened 
with discharge, or anything of that kind on account of politics? 

A. I never have heard or seen anything of that kind. 

Q. Did anyone ever brin^ you word that the management of the 
mine wished you to vote in any particiilar way or anything of 
that kind ? 

A. No; never. 

Q. Has your vote ever been interfered with here in any way ? 

A. Never. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything to cause jon to think that the way 
a man voted here had anything to do with his getting employment or 
being retained ? 

A. No; I do not believe that has anything to do with it. I think 
that it depends on the man. 

Q. Did you ever see any attempt to cut people off here from talk- 
ing about political matters just as freely as they would anywhere ? 

A. Nothing. 

Q . Are you acquainted with Mr. Bandol ? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. In this position that you hold, having charge of the mason 
work, do yon sometimes come in contact with him ? 

A. Yes; I nsed to very often, when we were building furnaces, 
new furnaces. 

Q. What is Mr. Randors manner towards the men that are em- 
ployed by the company V 

A. Very fair man to deal with; he is very strict, but he is a very 
straightforward kind of a man to the men that tend to their business. 

Q. He wants a man to tend to business strictly ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you ever seen him act in any manner like tyranny or 
harshness or un justness towards the men ? 

A. Never. 

Q. Tell us about boletos, the way they seem to you and what the 
course is with regard to the boletos V 

A. I believe that boletos are a very good thing to have. 
"When people draw their pay here they do not generally like to have 
their money lying around; what monev they have over they will send 
off to a bank or to some place for safe keeping. They do not then 
have any cash on hand and they go to the store and draw boletos 
andbuytheir goods. 

Q. Do you think a man is more likely to make a saving than 
having money by him all the time ? 

A. I believe he is; he is apt to be more careful; and then 
there are a great many that have large families that do not have a 
great deal of ready cash, and it comes very handy to them to be 
getting something before pay-day. 

Q. You have found it a convenience to you? 

A. Yes. I think the boleto system is a very good thing. 

Q. Did you hear of any rule that a man had to take boletos or 
he was liable to be discharged ? 

A. No. I never heard anything about that. 

Q. Did you vote the Republican ticket in November, 1886 ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. State the circumstances. 
^ A. I came down towards the polls and I got a Republican 
ticket, and a friend of mine wanted me to vote for a friend of his, 
some county office. I did not know either party; he said that he 
was a nice man and I could do him a favor; well, 1 said that I did 
not know either party. He guaranteed he was a nice man. Well, 
I said we will put his name down, he wrote it down for me. It waa a 
man here by the name of Richmond I believe, who wrote down the two 
names for me. I did not have any pencil. I came on further down, 
and I was inquiring for a pencil, wanted to change another name. 
and I asked some one there if he had a pencil, ana he said he did 
not, and Mr. Lowe says: " I have got a pencil,** I said: '' let me have 
it a minute I want to put down a name here, Mr. Spitzer, I think 
that he is a pretty good man, I will put his name down," and I 
handed it to mr. Lowe and said you put it down — ''yes, "he says "he 
isavery good man." That is, Mr. Ralph Lowe, and he wrote it 
down for me on my ticket. 
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Q. When yon first oame here what kind of fnmaoes were in nse 
at this mine ? 

A. The old intermittent furnaces were in nse when I came here. 
I was largely employed in the improvement of them. 

Witness here explains the various improvements made to the fur- 
naces. These improvements save time, fuel, expense and labor, and 
are safer for the men. 



TBSTIMOinr OF BDVTARD A. 'WILLIAMS. 

By Mr. Cboes : 

Q. What is your occupation ? 

A. House carpenter. 

Q. When did you first come here to work? 

A. In the summer of 1882, and have worked here ever since. 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A. In San Francisco. 

Q. Who was the first President you voted for? 

A. Grant, at his second election. 

Q. What ticket did you vote at that time ? 

A. Republican ticket. 

Q. That was long before you ever were in the employ of this 
company ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What ticket have you voted ever since ? 

A^. Bepublican ticket. 

Q. Do you vote pretty straight, or do you scratch some ? 

A. Very seldom scratch. 

Q. Now, you say that jou vote the Bepublican ticket, and have 
been in the habit of doiDg so, although you sometimes scratch. 
What measures, if any, have been taken here at the mine to influence 
you in your voting ? 

A. There never have been any at all. 

Q. Anybody ever try to dictate to you how you should vote? 

A. Never. 

Q. Any of the employees or officers of the mine ever tiy to 
influence you in that matter ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever had any fear or impression that the manner 
in which you voted would have any influence upon your employment 
or the wages yon would get ? 

A. Not at all; not at all. 

Q. Have you ever known of anything of that kind amongst the 
men who did work here ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever see anything to indicate that any man was dis- 
charged from the mine here on account of the way he voted ? 

A. No. 
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Q. Did Mr. Bandol or Mr. Jennings, or any of the bosses or 
foremen of the mine, ever tell you how you should yote ? 
A. No. 

Q. Or talk to you about the matter ? 
A. No. 



TBSTIMOinr OF VTALLACB J. NALONB. 

By Mr. Cboss : 

Q. What is your occupation ? 

A. I am working for Mr. Bohlmann, a teamster. 

Q. Where were you bom ? 

A. I was born in Humboldt, California. 

Q. Have you ever voted ? 

A. Twice at general elections. 

Q. What ticket do you vote ? 

A. Democratic. 

Q. Did you vote in November, 1886 ? 

- A. Yes. 

Q. In this precinct ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What ticket did you vote ? 

A. Democratic ticket. 

Q. Did you do any scratching ? 

A. Yes; one scratch. 

Q. What was it ? 

A. Frank Branham; I scratched him out and put Sweigert on for 
Sheriff. 

Q. Why did you scratch him ? 

A. I thought Branham had been there long enough, and better 
give somebody else a chance. 

Q. Anybody ever try to influence your vote ? 

A. No. 

Q. Ever try to dictate to vou ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever had any understanding that a man has got to 
draw boletos or he is likely to get discharged ? 

A. I never heard of that before. 

Q. Did you ever hear of any rule that a man must draw boletos 
or quit ? 

A. No. 

Q. What wages do you get ? 

A. $55 a month. 

Q. Did you ever see anything here like intimidation of voters or 
compelling them to vote for certain men ? 

A. No. 

Q. Any electioneering around here ? 

A. Just about like it is everywhere else. 
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TBSTIMOinr OF S. C. NAVARRO. 

By Mr. Cross: 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A. Los Angeles. 

Q. What ticket did you vote in 1886 ? 

A. Republican ticket. 

Q. What nationality are you, or what descent rather? 

A. I am of Spanish descent. 

Q. What ticket do your people generally vote ? 

A. Bepublican ticket so far as I know. 

Q. Did anybody in the management of this mine ever try to 
dictate to you how you should vote ? 

A, No. 

Q. Anybody try to interfere with your right to vote just as you 
choose ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever have any fear that you would be turned o£f if you 
did not vote just as the managers of the mine wanted you to? 

A. Never did. 



TESTIMON7 OF ROBERT COCKBI7RN. 

By Mr. Oboss : 

Q. How long have you worked for the company ? 

A. I have worked oflF and on for the last five years pretty regu- 
larly. 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A. New York city. 

Q. Who was the first President you voted for ? 

A. Garfield I believe was the first President I voted for. 

Q. What ticket have you generally voted since ? 

A. Bepublican ticket; never changed. 

Q. Anybody ever try to interfere with your vote at an election ? 

A. No. 

Q. Anybody ever try to compel you to vote in a particular way 
for any particular man ? 

A. No. I did never hear of anybody doing so. 

Q. Ever had any officers of the company, any of the bosses, or 
any of the superintendents, or anybody of that kind trying to force 
you to vote a certain way? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you voted at any other places besides in New Almaden, 
ever ? 

A. Yes, I voted back East. 

Q. Did you see any difference in the way they were doing around 
the polls here than they do at any other places ? 

A. This is the quietest place I ever saw. 

Q. Men are left alone pretty much ? 

A. Yes, they vote to suit themselves, so far as I could see. 
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Q. Were there any Democratic tickets around here at the election 
of November, 1886 ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Men distribute them at the polls ? 

A. Yes, there were Democratic tickets aroand. I was o£fered a 
Democratic ticket, and I told them I didn't want it. 

Q. No trouble about a man getting a Democratic ticket if he 
wanted it, was there ? 

A. No. 

Q. Is there any rule or custom compelling a man to draw boletos? 

A. No, there is not that I know of. I never heard of any. 

Q. Did you ever see that it made any difiference in what you had 
to pay for goods, whether you bought for coin or boletos ? 

A. No, it is all the same. 



Bohlmaim tells a Straight, Intelligent Story of his Connection with the Mine— -Bobl- 
mann*8 Contracts with His Employees— Bulmore Testifies, and ProdncaB the Books 
of the Miners' Fond in Eyidence. 



TB8TIMON7 OF FRANK BOHLBCAN. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. What is your age ? 

A. Thirty-three years old. 

Q. Where do you reside ? 

A. Almaden. 

Q. What is your occupation ? 

A. Contractor and livery stable keeper and farmer and stage 
proprietor. 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A. I was born in Almaden; lived here all my life with the ex- 
ception of seven years. 

Q. What are your business relations with the company ? 

A. Timber contractor and ore hauling; I do all their freighting, 
I think. 

Q. How long have you had timber contracts with the company? 

A. I have been contracting for wood and timber for the last six- 
teen years with them. 

Q. How much timber do you furnish under the contract for the 
present year ? 

A. 750,000 feet. I have it cut and hewed. 

Q. What other contracts have you with the company? 

A. I have a contract to haul tne ore from the planillas to the 
dump, and the coal from the station to the Hill and to the di£ferent 
shafts, that is, coal used in generating steam. 

Q. How many horses do you employ in the business with the 
company ? 

A. I have about 130 head at the present time. 

Q. How many men do you employ on these contracts ? 

A. I have sometimes thirty-five men employed. 

Q. Anybody have a right to employ and discharge them except 
yourself ? 

A. No. 

Q. Something has been said in the testimony on the part of the 
contestant about everybody npt being allowed to drive teams on the 
company's private road from the gate up the hill to the different 
shafts. Explain the reason about that change. 

A. Since last September it was thought better not to let them go 
on the Hill for fear there would be an accident as there were so 
many teams hauling up and down the hill; for me to keep a livery 
stable and to take anybody that wanted to go up and show them the 
shafts and different places, send a man along with them that was 
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aoqnainted with the place and the road, one that knew how to look 
oat for teams. 

Q. What is there about the road that makes it desirable that only 
teams and drivers should go on that road who are familiar with the 
road and the methods of doing business on it ? 

A. The roads are steep and in some places narrow, and large 
teams goin^ up there, six-mule teams or horse teams, there are 
places that if you do not look out they will be liable to run into one 
another, or if a person has a scarey horse, they are liable to go over 
the grade. 

Q. What is there about the freight teams that is liable to frighten 
other teams on the grade ? 

A. There are bells on them — strings of bells. 

Q. What is the nature of the road as to it being straight or wind- 
ing, coming around sharp points ? 

A. It is a very crooked road. It frequently comes to high points 
and sharp turns. There are turns that you cannot see until you 
come riglit on them. 

Q. What would be the effect upon the freighting business done 
for the company of allowing everybody to drive teams up and down 
that road ? 

A. They are liable to meet with an accident of some kind. And 
they might interfere with the traffic. In the summer time there are 
a great many teams going up and down there. I should say twenty 
or more during the summer, loaded teams. 

Q, What do you charge for a team and driver to take a load up 
that hill ? 

A. I charge $2.50. 

Q. Is that a public or a private road ? 

A. Private road owned by The Quicksilver Mining Company* 

Q. They claim the privilege of establishing such rules on their 
own premises as they see fit ? 

A. Tes; for their own convenience. 

Q. On the part of the contestant there has been some testimony 
about the men, who work for you, boarding at your sister's house f 

A. Yes . 

Q. Tell us all about it ? 

A. I hire these men by the month and I pay them $35 a month 
and board them, and I have them boarded at that place because I 
get them boarded cheaper; for that reason I have them boarded 
there. I think that is my privilege if I hire a man for so much and 
his board, to board him where it is most to my interest. I think that 
he has to board where I want him to board; I hire him in that way. 

Q. Tou claim as you pay for his board that you have a right to 
select the place where he shall board ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What political party do you belong to. 

A. The Bepublican party. Never anything else. Sometimes 
I think that there is a good man on the other ticket and I put 
him on nline. 

Q. You know a man by the name of David Bryant who run for 

Becorder on the Democratic ticket, the last election ? 
6 



82 

A. Yes; I do. 

Q. How did jou account for him getting more votes here than 
most of the Democrats did ? 

A. I suppose on mj account; I worked a good deal for him and 
I haye men working for me that I asked to vote for him if thej 
wouldy and a good many consented to do it. Electioneering as men 
do at elections sometimes for friends. 

Q. You claim that you had a right to do that as an American 
citizen ? 

A. Yes; 1 think I have; it is done everywhere. 

Q. Do you know of any reason why they should have a right to 
send a man out here from San Jose or from San Francisco to work 
at these polls to get votes for certain men and not give you or 
any one else that has lived here a right to electioneer for their 
friends. 

A. I do not. 

Q. Some claim is made here that they could not get accommo- 
dation for their teams here. Do you know anything about that 
matter ? 

A. Yes. Mr. Sullivan drove up here the first day, I think, 
the investigation was going on, and tied his horses under the shed. 
I asked him why he dia not put up at the stable and give me 
a chance to make a dollar out of him, and he said he did not because 
he was afraid I would not take him in. I told him to try me the 
next time he came up and see; so the next day he drove up and 
came in, and his horses were properly taken care of, and I got the 
dollar. He did it again the second time. That was the last time 
he came. 

Q. Do you know anything about boletos ? 

A. Yes, the men who wo^ for me have the privilege of boletos. 

Q. Any man who works for you, is he compelled to vote in any 
particular way ? 

A. No, he exercises his option the same as other voters. 

Q. Has anybody been discharged from your employment on ac- 
count of political reasons ? 

A. No.- 

Q. Was Beedy in your employment at one time ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When did he quit your employment, and what were the cir- 
cumstances ? 

A. He is a man that talks a great deal, and had a great deal to 
say, and one day when he came out to the stage in front of the store, 
1 told him he could go. He was usinff vulgar language. 

Q. Was it anything about politics ? 

A. No, nothing to do with politics. 

Q. Were you under any obligations to keep him, that you know 
of, any longer than you wanted him ? 

A- No. 
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TBSTIMONT OF R. R. BX7LMORB. 

By Mr. Cboss: 

Q. What is your occnpation ? 

A. Acooantant and Hacienda foreman. 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A. I was bom in London, England. 

Q. Where were you educated ? 

A. At Wimberly House Academy, Fulham. 

Q. What branches did you give your particular attention to ? 

A. General assaying cf the precious metals. 

Q. • Who were your instructors ? 

A. Doctors Boycott and Leibig. 

Q. Where were they employed ? 

A. In the mint in Calcutta, East Indies. 

Q. Did you ever have any service under the Government of 
Great Britain ? 

A. I did; I received a commission and served in a cavalry 
regiment throughout the Indian mutiny as an officer during the years 
1856 to 1859. 

Q. What certificate did you have as to your qualification as an 
assayer ? 

A. I hold a certificate from the Bank of England qualifving me 
to be an assay-master for any of Her Majesty's mints abroad. 

Q. When did you come to California ? 

A^ In 1866; I came out here as an accountant for the Commer- 
cial Bank of India; afterwards I was interested in the North Point 
Dock Warehouse in San Francisco, with E, B. Gothen, until it was 
destroyed by a fire; I was then engaged as an accountant and Hacienda 
foreman for The Quicksilver Mining Company by Mr. Bandol on the 
8th of September, 1878; I have held that position ever since. 

Q, When did you become a voter in this country ? 

A. I think I first voted in November, 1882; I voted the Bepubli- 
can ticket. 

Q. Have you affiliated with that party ever since ? 
• A. Yes. 

Q. There has been some testimony that the night before election 
you were scratching some tickets. What tickets were they ? 

A. Bepublican tickets; in favor of Democrats. 

Q. What Democrats were you scratching in favor of? 

A. Particularly Mr. Moulder. 

Q. What reason had you for favoring Mr. Moulder's candidacy 
over the candidate on your own party ticket ? 

A. I am personally acquainted with him, and he is a relation of 
a friend of mine; I had social relations with him. 

Q. Did you try to use your position in the company to coerce or 
intimidate or force any one to vote for any particular ticket or any 
iiarticalar candidate ? 

A. No. 

. Q. What are most of the voters of this precinct as to their party 
Mictions? 

A. Affiliate with the Bepublican party. 
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Q. Since you have been connected with this company do yon 
know of any one having been discharged on account of the way they 
voted or intended to vote, or for any political reasons ? 

A. Never; never have. 

Q. Do you know of anything having been done daring Mr. Ban- 
dol's administration to control or force the free exercise of the fran- 
chise in this precinct ? 

A, None whatever. 

Q. There has been some testimony about your having a small 
book here on election day in which you had notes of the men voting. 
What did that book contain ? ^ 

A. That book simply contained an alphabetical list of voters. 

Q. Of this precinct ? 

A. Of this precinct, as thev appear on the great register. 

Q. Now, then, what mark did you put upon the book when a 
man voted ? 

A. Simply a pencil mark that he had voted; simply a check mark. 

Q. Was there anything in your book at that election to indicate 
how men had voted r 

A. Not anything of the kind. 

Q. State what use there is for having this alphabetical list of 
voters of the precinct with their register numbers opposite to their 
names ? 

A. To facilitate the voting; when a dozen or more men come down 
on the stage they cannot all look at the Great Begister at once, and 
they ask me for their numbers, giving their name, and I give each 
man his number, and in the event of his being unable to write or 
read or remember the number, I give it to him upon a piece of paper. 

Q. How is it a benefit to the men to have the stages run on that 
day from the Hill to the polling place ? 

A. A benefit to the men this way: They can ride instead of 
walk. It benefits The Quicksilver Mining Company this way: tiie 
men are less time away from their duties than they otherwise would 
be; and are then in better condition for their labor when they re- 
turn to it. 

Q. There has been some testimony given that some Chinamen 
were sent away from here because they nad some soap given them — 
Chinamen engaged in the wash-house business here. Do you know 
anything about the circumstances under which the Chinamen left 
here? 

A. I was told by Mr. Bandol to send the Chinese laundry people 
away in order to give two or three widows that were here a better 
chance to make a living by washing for the public. 

Q. Have you anything to do with the collecting of the rents of 
the cottages ? 

A. I collect the rents of the houses rented by the company. 

Q. What are the rents of the cottages ? 

A. They will average $5 a month. 

Q. How many rooms do they contain ? 

A. From four to seven. The company keeps those cottages in 
repair. 

Q. What is your relation to the Miners' Fund ? 
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A. I am Secretary of the Miners* Fund. 

Q. As such Secretary do you have custody of the books and ac- 
counts of the Miners' Fund ? 

A. Yes; I keep the accounts and make all collections and dis- 
bursements under the direction of Mr. Bandol, the trustee. I re- 
ceive a small salary, the trustee serves without compensation. 

Q. Mr. Bandol gets no compensation ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you made up a tabulated statement of the expenses of 
that fund ? 

A. I have. 

A. What has been the total amount of the receipts of the Miners' 
Fund for the last sixteen years, from the time that Mr. Bandol be- 
came Trustee of it up to the present time. 

A. $108,964.00. 

Q. How much of that amount has come from this collection of a 
dollar a month from each person who contributes to the fund ? 

A. $98,909.80; and for other receipts I refer to Exhibit A. 

Q. Now you may state what the disbursements have been; what 
they are for, and the several amounts ? 

A. The disbursements are : salary of physicians, $60,911; medi- 
cal stores, $15,820.39, that is the medicine that has been purchased 
and distributed at the dispensary here, for which was realized 
$4,558; contributions to the sick and disabled, $4,812.85, that 
means a person who has been a contributor until he was taken 
sick or unable to work and could not contribute, then he would be 
helped along by contribution or donation to him or his family 
out of this fund; salary paid to the secretary, $4,562.34; hos- 
pital nurses, $3,613.07; consultation fees, $1,858. In the event of a 
serious accident or in a complicated case, the resident physician hav- 
ing some doubt as to the right course of procedure, would telegraph 
to town for consultation, that would be paid for out of this fund. 
For livery prior to 1878, $1,425.78, funeral expenses, $1,076.84; 
board for patients, $1,733.20; furniture, $583.94; office furniture, 
hospital furniture, beds, chairs, furniture for the dispensary, shelves, 
scales and weights, and all the general details that constitute a gen- 
eral drug store. Surgical instruments, $501.42; office boy prior to 
1878, $418.75; incidental expenses, $638.40; small loans unpaid, $65 
at the present time. 

Q. Also some cases in which patients made small loans from the 
Fund ? 

A. Yes; that is done in manv cases; it has been all repaid except 
$65; subscriptions to medical journals and works — periodicals, 
$369.80; disinfectants, $330.19; smallpox hospital, $117.25; taxes, 
$18; fuel, prior to 1878, $15.22; apothecary salarv, $708; Helping 
Hand Club, $726.78; care of graves, $20; that makes the total ex- 
penditures of the Fund, $100,443.22. 

Q. What does that leave on hand in the Fund ? 

A. It leaves on hand in the Fund $8, 510. 78* to its credit. 

Q. Where is this balance of $8,510.78 ? 

A. Deposited in three banks. 

Q. What banks are they ? 



A. The Seoority SaviDgB Baak, the San Francisoo Savings Union 
and the Hibernia Savings and Loan Society. 
Q. Hare joa the bank books here f 

A. Yes; they are here, showing the balance on the 31st of De- 
cember 1886, in each bank. 
Q. How is this money deposited ; in whose name ? 
A. It is deposited in the name of "J. B. Bandol, Agent Miners' 
Fnnd." 

Q. Yon may state the amonnt on deposit in each bank on the 
31st day of December last ? 

A. The Security SavingB Bank, $4,141.82: the San Francisco 
Savings Union, 12,951.07; Hibernia Savings and Loan Society, $2,- 
379.29, making a total of $9,472.18. You will observe that is in ex- 
cess of the amonnt that the balance calls for. 
Q. Will yon explain how that is ? 

A. Yes; in December, 1885, we made a deposit of $1000; in 1886 
we had several accidents and our expenses in consequence became 
greater that year. Greater than the receipts and greater than usual. 
1886 was, so far as the Miners' Fund was concerned, unfortunate; 
we had several accidents and by the end of 1836 we had spent $961. 
40 more than we had on hand. Deducting the $961.40 from the bal- 
ance the total amount in the banks you get the exact balance of $8, 
510.78, the difference between the receipts and disbursements for 
the 16 years. 

Q. Was that $961.40 paid originally out of the Miners' Fund? 
A. No, that was advanced by the trustee, Mr. Bandol. 
Q. What reason was there for that ? 

A. He advanced it in the course of the year in order not to draw 
from the fnuds in the banks belonging to the fund, so as to be able 
to receive the full amount of interest on the deposits at the end of 
the year. 

Q. If that money had been drawn it would have prevented the 
drawing of interest on the deposit, wonld it? 
A. Yes. 

Q. And by advancmg that, that amount of interest was saved to 
the fnnd? 
A. lixacHy. 

Q. In your jadgment is this deposit or this surplus that you now 
have a large surplus for such a fund ? 

A. We have over $8,500 in the banks, but I do not think it is 
larae for the institution. 

Q. What amount would be desirable to have, do yon think, as a 
safety fond ? 

A. Ab a safety fund, I should think that they ought to have at 
least 110,000 on hand. 

Q. What reason is there for having as large a fund as that on 
hand? 

A. In the event 'Of a serious accident where many are hurt, it 

would require such a sum to fall back upon and properly care for 

them, so as not to increase the monthly assessment of one dollar, as 

it is at present. 

Q. xou think $10,000 would not be an unreasonable sum to have 
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on handy considering the extent of the mine where it is possible to 
have a serions accident which would make a heavy drain on the 
fund? 

A. I do. 

Q. Did the amount collected for the Miners' Fund in 1886 meet 
the expenses of the fund ? 

A. The amount collected did not. 

B. From your connection with the fund, what do you say as to 
the feeling of the contributors towards the fund ? 

A. I think it is accepted by everybody as being beneficial. 

Q. Does anybody besides the miners and laboring men contribute 
to that fund ? 

A. Everybody. Mr. Bandol and every officer in the company's 
service contributes to that fund one dollar a month, and the resident 
physician attends them and their families. I am of the opinion that 
it IS beneficial to everybody; it is without discrimination; the resi- 
dent physician responds to a call at any hour, day or night, often 
having dangerous rides on a dark stormy night in winter to visit a 
laborer's cottage. 

Q. What siuary does the resident physician receive ? 

A. $400 a month. 

Q. Has he had occasion to doctor in your family ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What do you think of his competency to fill such a place ? 

A. He has been very successful in treating me for neuralgia and 
general debility. 

Q. Have there ever been any complaints made to your knowledge 
of the management of the Miners' Fund ? 

A. No; never heard of any, nor of a desire for a change. 

Q. How are the drugs supplied which are distributed by the 
dispensary ? 

A. The drugs are all purchased from a wholesale house and are 
of the best quality obtainable. 

Q. When those drugs are sold what is done with the money re- 
ceived ? 

A. It is handed over to me at the end of every month and goes 
into the Miners' Fund. 

Q. What does the company do towards the support and main- 
tenance of the regular physician, if anything ? 

A. The Quicksilver Mining Company assists the fund by provid- 
ing gratuitously the house for the physician and the physician s office 
and the dispensary on the Hill, and the office and dispensary at the 
Hacienda, livery for his horse and fuel at the dispensaries during 
the winter, both at the Hill and the Hacienda. Those things are 
furnished without expense to the Miners' Fund. 



The Lessees of the New Almaden Stores and their Clerks Testify— The Boleto System 

more fully Explained— Direct Statements ys. Hearsay. 



TESTIMONT OF THOMAS DEBBT. 

By Mr. Moobe : 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A. New York. 

Q. What is your age, please ? 

A, Forty-three years. 

Q. You are the Derby of the firm of Derby & Lowe, are you 
not, lessees of the stores at New Almaden ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. State, if you please, your connection with this business: how 
you first came to be associated with the place, and the history of 
your connection with the stores ? 

A. I came to this State in 1864 with Mr. S. F. Butterworth, who 
was President and Manager of The Quicksilver Mining Company at 
that time. I remained with himin San Francisco, as a clerk, for 
several months; about this time The Quicksilver Mining Company 
erected two store buildings at New Almaden, and leased them to C. 
J. Brenham; I then left the employ of Mr. Butterworth to take 
charge of the store business for Mr. Brenham, residing in San 
Francisco, and purchasing all the goods. I continued in that posi- 
tion until Mr. Brenham died in 1875. Shortly before Mr. Brenham 
died, Mr. Butterworth purchased the stores from him. I continued 
in charge of the stores for Mr. Butterworth until he died, on May 
6th, 1875. Mr. Butterworth bequeathed the stores to his nephew, 
Mr. Bandol, who was then, and is now General Manager of The 
Quicksilver Mining Company at this place. About this time I was 
contemplating a trip abroad, and Mr. Bandol came to me and said 
that he Knew nothing about store business, had no use for the stores, 
and made a proposition to dispose of them to me. I accepted the 

Sroposition and became the owner of the business. That severed 
[r. Bandol's connection with the stores. I then engaged Mr. Lowe, 
my present partner, to take charge of the stores for me, and in 
November, 1876, I formed a co-partnership with Mr, Lowe in the 
business, which has continued ever since. 
Q. How do you obtain these stores ? 

A, We rent the stores under a lease direct from the main office 
of the company in New York City. 

Q. In tnat lease are there any conditions attached as to what 
character of stores you are to keep ? 

A. We agree with the company to keep in the stores a well 
'selected stock of provisions and other merchandise for the use of 
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the employees of the company, not to retail any liquors, and te 
maintain good order in and around the premises. 

Q. Do you reside at Almaden ? 

A. No; I reside in San Francisco and attend to purchasing 
goods for the stores. Mr. Lowe resides at New Almaden, and is in 
personal charge of the stores. 

Q. Have yon any employees in this business ? 

A, Yes; we employ six clerks at both stores. 

Q. What kind of goods are sold in these stores? 

A. We keep a full and well assorted supply of all kinds of mer- 
chandise, such as is usually kept in any nrst-class, well regulated 
country store, especially goods adapted for miners. 

Q. What class of goods is it necessary for you to keep, for 
instance, in the line of provisions ? 

A. Our customers demand the best quality of provisions, and are 
willing to pay the prices of a good article in preference to purchas- 
ing inferior grades at lower prices. It is also necessary for us to 
keep only the best grades of such articles of clothing and other 
articles of wearing apparel as are suited to the wants of our custom- 
ers as miners, and they also are fully as particular in regard to goods 
for dress, demanding the best for themselves and their families. 

Q. How do prices charged at your store compare with prices in 
any other place; for instance, San Jose and San Francisco? 

A. I consider our prices compare favorably with the prices ob- 
tained in San Jose or San Francisco for the same class and quality 
of goods; until verv recently we were obliged to add extra for freight 
from San Jose to the Hacienda store, and from the Hacienda to the 
Hill store. 

Q. Is the freight any more from San Jose to the Hill store than 
it is from San Jose to the Hacienda ? 

A. It costs as much to haul from the Hacienda to the Hill, a dis- 
tance of less than three miles, as it does from San Jose to the Haci- 
enda, a distance of twelve miles; this is owing to the steep grade of 
the road to the Hill. 

Q. You say until very recently you were obliged to add for this 
extra freight. Do you still add that ? 

A. No; the railroad has recently been completed to a point within 
two miles of the Hacienda which reduces freight charges to this 
place. 

Q. In regard to purchasing at the stores, it was testified by one 
of the witnesses for the contestant that he was surprised at an ab- 
sence of anything like bargaining among purchasers who were buy- 
ing at the stores; he said that persons would come in and ask 
for an article, they would never ask the price, but would sim- 
ply lay down the money or boletos and walk off; he accounted for 
this, I believe, on the supposition that the store charged just exactly 
what it pleased for any articles that it sold. How about this bar- 
gaining at the stores, can you explain it, or the lack of bargaining, 
that generally takes place between customers and keepers of stores ? 

A. We charge but one price to all our customers alike; most of 
these people have been trading with us for a long time and the cost 
of goods is well known to them; this fact will probably account for 
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the absence of bargaining and questions as to how much an article 
costs, that so surprised the gentleman who noted the absence of 
questions about the cost of the different articles by those buying at 
tne stores. 

Q. Now as to the manner in which you conduct your business 
and the profits arising therefrom, will you state ? 

A. Our aim in conducting our business is to make a fair and reas- 
onable profit only on the goods we handle; we do not as a rule, sell 
some goods below cost as is generally done elsewhere for advertising 
purposes, and for this reason it is not necessary for us to charge ex- 
orbitant prices for any article to make up the loss on goods sold 
below cost. 

Q. It was stated by some of the contestant's witnesses that you 
charge exorbitantly for boots, — "coin" boots I believe they are 
called. What are those boots? 

A. The boot referred to is a particular make of mining boot, es- 
pecially adapted to the conditions of work here, and is of the best 
quality and make, which is evidenced by the fact that orders are re- 
ceived by us from miners who have worked here and gone away; 
they send for it from points as distant as Idaho and other mining 
camps. These boots are not kept in San Jose or in agricultural com- 
munities, there being no sale for them in such places. They are 
boots especially adapted for miners' use, where the ground is rocky 
and wet. They are made very strong, full nailed and of the best 
quality of material, and are imported for our trade here, as I was 
never a I lie to find a boot good enough in the general stock of the 
wholesale houses in San Francisco. 

Q. Now is the company in any way interested in these stores ? 

A. The Quicksilver Mining Company, no. 

Q. Are they purchasers from you at all? 

A. They purcnase to a very limited extent, amounting to an 
average of about $50 a month, and they pay the same prices as any 
one else. 

Q. A great deal has been said about the boleto system. Do yon 
know how that system came into use, and why it came into use ? 

A. The boleto system was originated by me for the purpose of 
simplifying the credit system, which is to a certain extent a necessi- 
ty in any line of trade, and to enable us to issue these boletos with- 
out danger of loss to ourselves, I requested privilege of access to 
the time-book of the company, and the Manager, thinking that this 
system would be directly beneficial to the employees granted the 
request. 

Q. Is any employee of the company compelled to take boletos or 
any amount of them ? 

A. No, the use of boletos are entirely optional with'the employees. 

Q. Were you ever present at an election in this precinct, Mr, 
Derby ? 

A. Yes, I was here at the election in 1886, and was around the 
polls occasionally. during the day. 

Q. ^ While you were there did you see anything that indicated 
coercion or undue infiuence and compulsion in the voting of any 
employees of the company ? 
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A. No, I did not see anything indicating bulldozing, coercion or 
intimidation of the voters by any one, and I know as a fact that such 
was not the case. 

Q. How was the election conducted, that is among outsiders. 
Of coarse I do not refer now to what happened in the room, but on 
the oatside, around the polls ? 

A. Such electioneering was carried on as is in vogue at all places; 
some worked for party and some for friends. I myself am a Demo- 
crat, and upon my party ticket at the last election were three gen- 
tlemen whom I considered possessed of superior qualifications, two 
of them being personal friends, and in the success of these gen- 
tlemen I was particularly interested. 

Q. Did you try to influence any one else ? 

A. I myself scratched some of the tickets, Mr. Bulmore scratched 
some, and possibly some were scratched by others. 

Q. Did these gentlemen receive any higher vote than the general 
party ticket received in this precinct at that time, do you know ? 

A. Yes, they did. 

Q. To what do you consider that increased vote due ? 

A. I attribute it to my efforts and the efforts of other friends in 
their behalf. 

SWho are the gentlemen that you have spoken of, you have 
, there were three, I believe ? 

A. A. J. Moulder, Mr. Hendricks and W. W. Foote. 

Q« On what ticket were they candidates ? 

A. They were on the Democratic ticket. 

Q. You speak of scratching some tickets; what party tickets were 
those that were scratched ? 

A. Bepublican tickets. 

Q. Where and how were those tickets scratched ? 
^ A. We obtained some Bepublican tickets the night before elec- 
tion, upon which we wrote these gentlemen's names, and whenever 
we could get a Bepublican to vote this ticket we certainly did so. 

Q. When you speak of using your influence for these gentlemen 
among your friends, do I understand from that, that it was among the 
people in this precinct especially ? 

A. Yes; more especially my clerks and employees in the stores. 

Q. Employees of your own ? 

a: Yes. 

Q. Are these gentlemen connected with The Quicksilver Mining 
Company ? 

A. No; no connection whatever with the company. 

Q. What are your personal relations with your employees ? 
. A. Very friendly and pleasant. 

Q. Did you have any reason to believe that any request of yours 
upon such a matter as this would receive consideration at the^r 
bands? 

A. I think that they would oblige me in that respect if it was not 
against the dictates of their own conscience to do so. 

Q. Were there any other tickets advocated by workers around 
{he polls that you know of ? 

A. I understand that Mr. Lowe worked for the straight Bepubli- 
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can ticket, and Mr. Heath worked for the Democratic ticket. Mr. 
Heath was an employee of the mine. 

Q. Were there others besides Mr. Lowe and Mr. Heath ? 

A. There were others; some were working for the straight ticket 
on either side, and others for particular friends on each side; daring 
the day I met some men working for one man and some for another. 
It is difficult to tell who was working for any particular person, as I 
paid very little attention to the matter. 

Q. Your efforts for these gentlemen on the Democratic ticket, 
who were friends of yours, were something independent of The Quick- 
silver Mining Company or its management, if I understand you. 

A. Entirely so. I was working and exercising my priyilege as a 
citizen. 

Q. Now, did you yourself, in that work you did for these men, 
attempt anything like coercion of any voters ? 

A. No. 

Q. Were any tickets given folded to men and they compelled to 
vote them without knowing their contents ? 

A. No; they were handed to them openly and legally. 

Q. Were they compelled to vote these tickets ? 

A. No; not unless they chose to do so. What votes I got were 
upon the grounds of friendship. 

Q. Is the present place of taking testimony, in your opinion, con- 
venient for the witnesses who have been here examined. 

A. Yes; very convenient. 

Q. Is it more convenient than another place, such as San Jose, 
for instance, would be ? 

A. Yes; it is much more convenient than San Jose, for the 
reason that it would be more expensive for them to go to San Jose. 
They would lose time from their labors, and the expenses of travel 
would far exceed the fees that are allowed them in such cases. 

Q. Is the present place of taking testimony open to the public ? 

A. Yes; perfectly open and free. 

Q. How IS this building situated as to the public road? 

A. It is situated right on the public road leading from San Jose 
to the Hacienda. 

Q. In what condition regarding travel is it ? 

A. Very fine traveling condition. It is one of the best roads in 
the county. 

Q. And the distance ? 

A. The distance is about twelve miles, and can be driven over 
with a good team in about one hour. 



TBSTIMONT OF RALPH LO'Wll. 

*I am IS years of age. I was born in Massachusetts. I came to 
California in 1852. I came to Almaden June 27th, 1865; was em- 
ployed as clerk in the company's office till April, 1870, then went to 
the mine as outside foreman till July, 1870; I was away at White 
Pine, Nevada, and elsewhere till December, 1870, after that was 
employed as clerk in the store till about August, 1873, when I left 
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the store and was employed by The Quicksilver Mining Company till 
August or September, lo74, and then assumed charge of the stores 
as agent of S. F. Butterworth till May, 1875, and remained in the 
same capacity for Mr. Derby till the latter part of 1876, when Mr. 
Derby and myself formed a partnership for the purpose of maintain- 
ing and' carrying on the business of merchandising in New Almaden 
and are still so engaged. 
By Mr. Cross : 

Q. Who owns the stores and store business ? 

A. Mr. Derby and myself. 

Q. Does Mr. Bandol or The Quicksilver Mining Company or any- 
body connected with it, own any interest in these stores ? 

A. They do not. They belong solely to Mr. Derby and myself. 

Q. Have you any business connection with Mr. Kandol or with 
The Quicksilver Mining Company ? 

A. I have not; Mr. Derby and myself lease the stores at an annual 
rental from the Board of Directors of The Quicksilver Mining Com- 
pany in New York. 

Q, Who are your principal customers ? 

A. Our principal customers are the employees of The Quicksilver 
Mining Company and the farmers about the mine, but principally 
the employees of the company. 

Q. Do you furnish supplies to the officers of the company as 
well as to the miners and laborers ? 

A. Yes, we do; we have one price for everybody. 

Q. There has been some testimony on the part of the contestant 
that they do not hear dickering going on in your stores; how do 
you account for that ? 

A. We have one price for everything; they often come and 
ask the price, but as our customers are continuous customers, they 
generally know the prices of these things that do not fluctuate. 

Q. Of course prices in some articles fluctuate here as they do in 
other places ? 

A. Fluctuate here as in other places; the most of the trading in the 
store on the Hill is done with the wives of the employees; we offer 
no goods as a bid; we do not pretend to sell any gooas at cost ex- 
cept it is to sell out old stock and old prints; we make leaders of 
nothing; we sell at a reasonable profit. 

Q. I wish you would state briefly what the boleto system is, and 
how it is operated. 

A. Boletos, so called, are simply orders given to the employees 
of the company by the store for the purpose of purchasing goods; 
they are issuea to simplify the accounts and to accommoaate the 
miners, as an advance on their wages, prior to pay-day. 

Q. I suppose while these orders are issued for goods at the stores, 
that people who get them do a little dickering with them, don't they? 

A. They do sometimes, but they finally all work around to the 
stores. 

Q. Are all the goods at the stores purchased for boletos ? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you make any difference in prices between goods pur- 
chased for boletos and those purchased for cash ? 
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A. No di£ferenoe. 

Q. What means have you of ascertaining whether or not it is safe 
to issue boletos to any given man and what quantity it is safe to is- 
sue to him ? 

A. We have access to the company's books, and then I know the 
men so well and I am here so long that I advance these for them 
whenever they want them. I take the word of a great many and 
of others I do not. I ascertain from the office of the company how 
mach they have coming to them and advance a portion of that to 
them. 

Q. Like any other credit system, there are men that yon know 
that you can trust? 

A. Yes, that I have confidence in and I can trust. 

Q. Now then, how do you get your pay for these boletos ? 

A. The amount I report to the office of the company and it is 
deducted from the men s pay, if they have it coming to them on pay- 
day, and we are paid that money. 

Q. How is this boleto system any better than the ordinary system 
of credit? 

A, By simplifying the accounts and preventing disputes; if per- 
sons have pass books that they bring and a book account, there are 
often disputes, they don't bring their books sometimes and some- 
times that way there would be disputes. Now as these boletos are 
issued in even amounts, the persons drawing them can better keep an 
account of them, and consequently we very seldom, if ever, nave 
any disputes, and it pretty near saves the trouble and expense of 
bookkeeping. A great many of the men, as soon as they get their 
pay, their money, they send it off to town to invest it, as they have 
no safe and there are no safes here or any convenient places to de- 
posit it; they do not like to keep the money in the house, and they 
send it off to the banks or other places; and then draw these boletos 
as they want them for the purpose of furnishing the supplies for the 
family during the month. 

Q. Have you had occasion to transact business for a good many 
of the men that are employed by the company ? 

A. I transact some business for them and advise them about in- 
vestments and so on. A great mauy parties advise with me about 
investments — men that work for the company and others. 

Q. Do you know whether there are a great many of them that 
own stock and have money on deposit in the bank ? 

A. A good many of them have money in banks and money in- 
vested in different kinds of stocks and bonds. The San Jose water 
stock was a favorite stock with them for a while. San Francisco 
water stock has always been a favorite with them. 

Q. Do you know anything about politics ? 

A. I have been somewhat engagea in politics off and on since I 
was about sixteen years of age. 

Q. Where did you vote the first time you ever voted ? 

A. My first vote was cast in San Jose for Stephen A. Douglas for 
President, and I have voted for every Bepublican candidate for Presi- 
dent since. I have not always voted a straight ticket. Not voted 
for all Bepublican candidates, I suppose. 
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Q. Yon went to the Bepablioan party at the time so many Dem- 
ocrats did, at the opening of the war, did you ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you ever take any part ia politics at the mine ? 

A. Igenerally do. 

Q. what do you do; explain that matter pretty fnlly ? 

A. I am a Bepnblican and I have no excuse to offer for it. 

Q. Go right along now and tell us what you do. 

A. Generally if the Republican tickets are not sent to me, I try 
to get hold of some of them, and I take and distribute them around 
to all the men that I know to be Bepublicans, that I can find, and I 
give them the tickets the day before election — that is when I take 
au interest in the election — and I generally come down here to the 
polls and stay here most of the day and distribute tickets to outsiders 
and others who have not got them. The ticket that I give out is 
generally a straight Bepublican ticket. 

Q. If you could get a Democrat to take a Bepublican ticket and 
vote it, would you try ? 

A. If I should succeed, I would think that I had done well. 

Q- Do you ever try to force men to vote ? 

A. No, I never try to force them, never try to buy a man; I have 
tried to persuade them, but here at Almaden they do not require 
much persuasion to vote the Bepublican ticket. 

Q. What are the politics of most of the men ? 

A. Most of the men are Bepublicans. 

Q. The general party vote nere for a good many years has been 
pretty uniform, has it not ? 

A. It has been pretty uniform. It has been Bepublican generally. 

Q. Pretty strong Bepublican, is it not ? 

A. Generally. Four years ago the precinct went for Governor 
Stoueman, and he was a Democratic candidate. That year General 
Stoneman carried the State by an immense majority, and he carried 
this county by a large majority, although I consider this county a 
Bejpublican county. 

Q. Had there been anything like it in the history of politics 
generally in this State, so far as you know ? 

A. I never knew any Governor to be elected by such a large ma- 
jority, although Governor Irwin had a larger plurality, yet it was not 
a majority. Never been as large majorities cast for any ticket as 
there were that year for the Democratic ticket. So that the vote of 
this precinct was not very remarkable as compared with the vote of 
this State and county. That year for some reason, those propinent 
in the Bepublican party did not take much interest in achieving the 
success of the party, and I believe that was the reason. 

Q. Are you about the polls a great deal on election day ? 

A. I was at the polls on election day from about nine o'clock in 
the morning to about four o'clock in the afternoon in Nov., 1886. 

Q . What were you doing that day ? 

A. I was distributing straight Bepublican tickets. 

Q. There has been some testimony given about two men going 
into Doctor Winn's office with you, adjoining the polling place, ana 
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that afterwards they came out and voted. Will yon please to un- 
bosom yourself, and tell us what transpired in that room ? 

A. Ko person that I know of ever went in there with me for the 
purpose of fixing their tickets. I have no recollection of anything 
of that kind occurring. I do not think ifc did occur because I wonla 
have remembered it if it did. 

Q. It would not have been anything strange if you went to his 
office with two gentlemen ? 

A. No; I probably was there several times during the dav. 
Doctor Winn was in his office and I went in there and had a talk 
with him about the election and talked with others in there, but I 
never went in there for the purpose of fixing a ticket or controlling 
a vote. 

Q. There was some testimony given that you said something in 
Spanish to a man here that day. I think the testimony was that 
Peter Denning, who was distributing Democratic tickets, stopped a 
man to talk to him, and you came along and said something to the 
man in Spanish, and the man went off rather hurriedly and voted. 
Can you state what it was ? 

A. Since my attention has been called to it there was a man by 
the name of Manuel Selaya who had secured a ticket at some place. I 
had not given it to him. He came along and there were some men 
here, I think the Bedmonds, wanted him to change his ticket, and I 
made some kind of a jocular remark to him. 

Q. What was the amount of it ? 

A. I told him to tell them that, he would vote that way in the 
spring, and he said that he would and passed on, and I suppose he 
voted. I don't know. 

Q. Was Selaya working for the company ? 

A. He was not working for the company; does not work for the 
companv at all. He is an acquaintance of mine who lives in the 
Uvas, about four miles from here. Farmer or woodman. 

Q. Did you see the tickets before election day in November, 
1886 ? 

A. I saw them in the afternoon before election. 

Q. Where were they left, do you remember ? 

A. The tickets were left at the store on the Hill. I got a lot and 
took them, some over to the company's office, some to the Helping 
Hand Club, some to the boarding house, some to the saloon on the 
Hill, and either brought or sent some down here to the Hacienda, 
and put some in the store iind left some with Mr. Bulmore, late in 
the afternoon of the day previous to the election. I left them at the 
places where they would be most likely to be seen and voted. They 
were Republican tickets. 

Q. Were there any other tickets distributed about the polls on 
election day besides Ilepublican tickets ? 

A. There were Democratic, Prohibition and American tickets 
distributed. 

Q. An^ difficultv about getting tickets if a man wanted to vote a 
Democratic ticket^ 

A. No. A great many of the voters on the Hill received Ameri- 
can tickets in envelopes through the mail. There was no difficulty 
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about getting Democratic tickets at the polls that day. There were 
plenty of them around here . 

Q. A Mr. Sin^Ietarj has given some testimony about his getting 
some extra votes here. Did you procure him those votes ? 

A. The way Mr. Singletary succeeded in getting those votes is 
that there was a man by the name of John Yarcoe, who is an ac- 
quaintance of most of the miners here on the Hill, and of the same 
nationality or descent, who came here the night before the election, 
and on the morning of the election he told me that it would be 
greatly to his interests if Mr. Singletary would be elected, anyhow 
it would be greatly to his interests if he could secure him a number 
of votes here; and he asked me, I do not know why, if I had any 
objection, and I told him certainly not, to pitch in, and he pitched 
in here till all the votes were mostly polled of the boys on the Hill, 
and he succeeded by pleading with them and telling them that it was 
greatly to his interests to have Mr. Singletary elected, if he could 
get him a few votes here, so that the boys, out of friendship for him, 
a great many of them, voted for him. The vote was given as I un- 
derstand by the boys here, as they told me, because he pleaded with 
them so and they wanted to help him, as he was a pretty good fellow 
and they thought, if they could show that he got some votes for Mr. 
Singletary that it would be an advantage to him. 

Q. Might get him a deputyship or something ? 

A. In fact 1 asked him the question if he was to be Mr. Single- 
tary*8 deputy, and he did not answer; gave me an indirect answer, 
and I told him that anyhow whatever he would do he would have no 
show, as he himself was a Bepublic'an. 

Q. Who was distributing Democratic tickets about the polls that 
day? 

A. There was Peter Denning and Frank Heath and quite a num- 
ber of others had them around, giving them out. 

Q. Were you electioneering for any particular candidates on that 
day? 

A. I was electioneering for the Republican ticket. 

Q. Were you watching and taking notes of how men voted or 
that kind of thing ? 

A. No. 

Q. Since Mr. Bandol has been Manager of this mine have you 
ever seen anything like the management of the mine interfering 
with or trying to dictate to the men about their voting or politics ? 

A. They never tried to interfere with them politically; they 
could vote always as they pleased. 



TESTIMONY OP ANDREAS E. LOPEZ. 

By Mr. Cross: 

Q. How old a man are you ? 

A. Twenty-five. 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A. California, United States. 

Q. How long have you lived at Almaden ? 

7 
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A. Eighteen years. 

Q. Wnat is your business ? 

A. I am clerk for Derby & Lowe in the New Almaden store, 
where I have been employed for ten years. 

Q. Did you vote in this precinct at the last election ? 

A. Yes, the Bepublican ticket. 

Q. Did you ever vote anywhere except at Almaden ? 

A. No, 1 onlv voted at New Almaden, twice. 

Q. That is all the voting you have done ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Any bod V interfere with your voting in any way, or trying to 
dictate to you now you should vote ? 

A. No, I never was controlled on the subject. 

Q. Are you of Spanish descent? 

A. I am of Mexican descent. 

Q. Have you had occasion to become very thoroughly acquainted 
with the residents of the mine of Mexican and Spanish descent at 
this place ? 

A. Yes, I am very well acquainted with most of them. They 
come to the store to trade and I speak their language, consequently 
I come into pretty intimate relations with them. By a long residence 
in the place I am very well acquainted with al] of them. 

Q . what political party do most of the people of Mexican birth 
and descent generally vote with ? 

A. In this country, with very few exceptions, they vote the Re- 
publican ticket. There are very few exceptions to that. 

Q. Do you understand the reason for that, or why they vote for 
that party, mostly ? 

A. One reason of the emigrants to this State, that they vote 
the Bepublican ticket, is on account of that being the same as the Lib- 
eral party in Mexico, the partv in power at present, whose views are 
verv mujh like the views of tne Bepublican party. 

Q. Do you have any occasion to know anything about what num- 
ber of daily papers or weekly papers the Mexican residents of the 
mine take ? 

A. About 100 copies of the weekly papers come in Spanish, be- 
sides many monthly papers and pamphlets, and books and so forth, 
that is, regular periodical literature. Some of that literature is of a 
political cnaracter. The weekly papers are so, especially partisan 
papers. 

Q. Those people of Mexican birth or descent who read, are they 
pretty well informed on public matters ? 

A. They are, so far as they understand the political questions of 
this country, as far as the papers define them. 

Q. I suppose, like other people, they are considerably influenced 
by the papers they read ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What is the feeling of the people of that nationality towards 
Mr. Bandol and Mr. Jennings, and the managers of the mine, so far 
as you are familiar with it ? 

A. So far as I know they think well of them. They are well sat- 
isfied with the administration of the affiairs of the mine, and feel as 
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though they were properly treated by the management. Like in all 
commanities, there are probably one or two grumblers, as they call 
them, but then they are hardly ever noticed. 

Q. How do those people who reside on this mine live as to com- 
fort, compared with the laboring people in other localities, so far as 
you are informed about it ? 

A. So far as comfort is concerned, they live as comfortable as in 
any other community of the same class of laboring people. 

Q. Is there any real want amongst the Mexican people here ? 

A. Not that I know of. They all work and get good wages, and 
are comfortable, so far as their homes arc concerned. Of course* 
they are not of the saviug kind; most of them spend their earnings 
in pleasure from month to month as tlioy receive them. There are 
but few who save their eainings. There are a very few who own 
their homes and have stock. 

Q. Are there amongst those people quite a number of men who 
have become worn out with years and labor ? 

A. Yes, there are some few that were miners. 

Q. How are those men provided for?. 

A. The Quicksilver Mining Company see that they are well treated 
and provided with work, or in many cases they are provided for by 
the Miners' Fund. Those who are able to do something get an easy 
job at light wages. Those who have been here many years and worn 
themselves out in the service of the com})any, are well treated and 
furnished with easy work, others draw on the Miners' Fund for their 
support. 

Q. Are there a good many of those people who do not speak the 
English language very well ? 

A. Yes, a good many hardly understand it. 

Q. Those people are probably not as well informed about Amer- 
ican politics as men who can speak the English language ? 

A. They are not well informed so far as reading the political 
questions is concerned; but they get their ideas from others who do, 
coming in contact with others. 

Q. Since Mr. Bandol has been here have you seen any coercion 
or intimidation or pressure put upon those people as to how they 
should vote ? 

A, Not that I know of. I have never seen anything of the kind. 

Q. So far as you know are those people perfectly free to vote 
whatever ticket or for whatever candidates they choose ? 

A. They are. 

Q. Do you know anything about the Miners' Fund — ^you under- 
stand it, do you ? 

A. Yes. The people of Mexican birth and descent generally re- 
mud that fund here at the mine, so far as I know, as a very good 
filing for them. 

Q. Do most of those people work on contract or day's pay? 

A. Most of them on contract. 

Q. What department of mining do they generally prefer to work 
OD9 what are they the best at, what do they make the best wages at? 

A. They prefer contract labor, they make better wages at 
oontraot. 
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Q. Does the store managemeut have one price which thej charge 
to all persons who buy, or do thej charge different men different 
prices r 

A. One price for all goods, one marked price, and they adhere 
to that price. There is no difference in price whether the goods are 
bought for coin or boletos. 

Q. What would you say of the general quality of the goods bought 
and sold at the stores ? 

A. They keep the best quality of goods to suit the miners. The 
miners are very particular as to the quality; they won't buy anything 
that is inferior. They are more particular about the quality than 
{hey are about prices. 

Q. Have you ever seen the tickets about the stores on election 
days? 

A. I have. 

Q. Are there tickets of different parties at the stores on election 
days ? 

A. There are always enough tickets at the stores to supply every- 
body of both parties; tickets enough for everybody of all kinds. 



TESTIMONY OF J. J. BflLLBR. 



I am clerk in the store; my first vote was for Hayes; I first voted 
for Hayes and Wheeler, and voted the Bepublican ticket ever since, 
but sometimes scratch my ticket; think! have as good a right to 
electioneer as a man sent here by Mr. Sullivan on election day, 
who never lived here; tickets of all parties were liberally distributed 
here on election day; I distributed straight Republican tickets; I 
was at the meeting of the miners when Dennis Kearney tried to have 
the vote of the Almaden precinct thrown out and the miners were very 
indignant at the threat of having the vote thrown out; there has been no 
searching of wagons that come to the mine for many vears; Mr. Ban- 
dol paid 'one-half the cost of building the Catholic Church; Mr. 
Murphy got his large vote on account of personal popularity, Mr. 
Foote for his anti-monopoly record, Mr. Coombe for his nation- 
ality, from the Cornish voters. 



straightforward Testimony by Mine Em))loyeeR — Dennis Kearney's Effort to have 
Almaden Precinct Thrown Out and What the Miners Thought of It. 



TESTIMONY OF HENR7 TREGONING. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. What is yonr age ? 

A. 38. 

Q. Where do you reside ? 

A. New Almaden. 

Q. What is your occupation ? 

A. I am watchman and weigher. 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A, I was born in Wales. 

Q. When did you come to the United States ? 

A, About 17J years ago. 

Q. How long have you been at the New Almaden ? 

A. About 17^ years. I was away a short interval but came right 
back again in a few months. 

Q. Who was the first President that you voted for ? 

A. [ think Garfield was the first. 

Q. What ticket do you generally vote ? 

A. The Bepublican ticket. 

Q. Scratch it sometimes ? 

A. The national ticket I vote is a straight Bepublican ticket. 

Q. On the local ticket you sometimes do a little scratching ? 

A. I always do ; yes. 

Q. You think that is your privilege ? 

A. Tes. 

Q. Think that Mr. Sullivan has got any particular right to object 
to your doing that ? 

A. No; I do not recognize any such right. 

Q. Have you generally voted since you have been at New Alma- 
den from the Garfield election on ? 

A. Yes; always. 

Q; Anything ever been done here at the mine to intimidate or co- 
erce or unduly influence your vote ? 

A. No, no one has ever asked me how I was going to vote. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything done here at elections with ref- 
erence to politics for the purpose of intimidating or coercing, or 
unduly influencing the vote of any employee of the company ? 

A. No, I have not. 

Q. What salary do you receive as watchman, Mr. Tregoning? 

A. • Eighty-five dollars per month. 
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Q. They have held good positions in the coitipahj, have they ? 

A. Yes; almost without exception, perhaps. 

Q. They have been a pretty good class of Democrats? 

A. I was going to say that nearly all the officials we have had, 
have been Democrats. 

Q. Mr. Jennings was a Democrat when he came here, was he not ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you rent a house from the company ? 

A. I do; I pay $5 a month; we have four rooms in the house^ and 
a barn, yard and flower garden attached; water is pure and plenty; 
it is supplied right at the house, flowing water. 

Q. What do you pay for that ? 

A. Nothing; that is included in the rent. 

Q. Having been associated with miners all the time, working in 
different capacities, underground and on the surface, what would 
you have to say as to how the miners feel toward Mr. Kandol ? 

A. I think they feel very respectful towards him. 

Q. Ever seen anything tending to show that they did not feel 
kindly towards him ? 

A. No; I think they have had every reason to feel respectful. 

Q. You say you kept the boarding house at one time ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How were the men provided for, the board at the boarding 
house ? 

A. They were well provided for; well fed and well housed; they 
were then, and I am satisfied they are now. 

Q. The teachers and others board at these boarding houses as 
well as the employees of the company ? 

A. Yes; the public school teachers. 



TESTIMONY OF JOHN DUNSTAN. 

By Mr. Cross, 

Q. What is your age ? 

A. Fifty-two years. 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A. I was born in England, in the County of Cornwall. 

Q. When did you come to the United States? 

A. In 1849. 

Q. When did you come to the New Almaden mine ? 

A. I came to New Almaden in 1869; have been here ever since 
except four months. 

Q. Where did you vote the first time that you ever voted ? 

A. I voted in Wisconsin for John C. Fremont. 

Q. What ticket did you vote ? 

A. Bepublican. He was a Republican . 

Q. What ticket have you geperally voted since that? 

A. Bepublican ticket. 

Q. Did you vote here last November? 

A. I did; a Bepublican ticket. 



Q. Since JVIr. Baodol came here to be mnuager, has Mr. Randol 
or the Superintendent, or any of tlie captains or foremen or bosses 
ever tried to dictate to vou bow yon sbould vote ? 

A. No. 

Q. Since Mr. Handol has been manager have you ever heard any 
talk amongst the men that they bad to vote tbe way the owners of 
the mine wanted them to, or they were liable not to set work? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever known of any officers of the mine interfere in 
any way with a man's .voting just as he chose ? 

.\. No. 

Q. What other places have you voted in besides New Almaden, 
Mr. Duustun ? 

A. I voted ia the States of Michigan and Wiaoonain, 

Q. Did you ever see anything tending to show that men here tit 
the Alraadeu, since Mr. Bandol has bean manager, did not vote just 
as freely and for their own choice, as they did in other places where 
you have seen men vote? 

A. I did not. 

Q. From what you have seen of men in the United States who 
were bora in Cornwall, how do they generally vote? 

A. They are generally Bepubticans so far as I have seen them. 



TBSTIMONT OF CHARLES BERR7MAN. 

Q. What is yoar age, Mr. Berryraan ? 

A. Forty-five years. 

Q. When did yoa come to the Uuitad States ? 

A. 1 came here in 1857. 

Q. How long have you been here at the New Almaden mine? 

A. Five years. I wish that I wci;e here longer. 

Q. Did yon ever vote before you came to New Almaden ? 

A. Yes; at Lake Superior, in the copper mines country. 

Q. Can you remember what the first ticket was you voted ? 

A. It was the Democratic ticket. 

Q. What ticket have you voted ever since ? 

A. Democratic. 

Q. Voted the Democratic over since you have been on this mine ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did anybody ever try to interfere with the way you voted ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did the Manager or any Superintaudent, ciptiiiu. boss or 
[ foreman try to tell yon how you should vote? 

A. Never, 

Q. Conld you ever see that it made any difforenoo in the work 
jfou got by being a Democrat ? 

A. Not a bit of difference. 

Q. Can you see nny differonoe in th'i freedom of the men here 
Ikbout voting, to the other places where you saw them vote ? 
Not a bit. 
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Q. Ever aee anything done to show that a man could not vote 
jnst as he had a mind to, here ? 

A. I never did in all my coming down here; I came down here 
two or three times, and always had my ticket; voted and went home 
again. 

Q. Did you vote last November ? 

A. I did. 

Q. Did yon see any of the officers of the company interfering 
with the men about voting ? 

A. Neither one. 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A. Id England, in Cornwall. 

Q. So far as you have been acquainted with men here and in 
other mines where you have worked how do the men from Cornwall 
mostly vote in the United States ? 

A. I believe mostly Republican. 

Q . Did you vote for Mr. Sullivan last fall ? 

A. I did, I'm sorry for it too. 

Q. Did you ride down in the stage or walk down ? 

A. I rode down bat I walked up though, they left before I was 
ready. 



What the Miners Hay — They Vote as they Please — Suffrage is Free — A Clear Fair Vote, 
bat Strongly Bepablioau — ^No Coercion or Intimidation Practiced at the Mine. 



Voters residing in the Almaden precinct were examined as follows: 

John Bowe, John Trevarron, Abraham Harris, Thomas Tregon- 
ing, James Johns, J. N. Williams, Thomas Prior, Bennett Perry, 
John Kemp, Thomas Mathews, William Mitchell, William T. Wil- 
liams, James P. Craze and James Tarcoe, natives of connty Corn- 
wall, England, all vote the Bepublican ticket except one. C. H. 
James, Nicholas J. Jeffrey, Charles E. Bobins and George Stacy, 
natives of Devonshire, England, and Jacinto Valenzuela, Antonio 
Yinagu and Jaan Hernandez, natives of Mexico, all voted the Bepub- 
lican ticket except two, one of whom did not know what ticket he 
voted, as he could not read it. Bamon Cetstro, Emile Victor, Ga- 
briel Norona, Abelino Padillo, Alexander Hernandez, Bicardo No- 
rona, Antonio Sncero, Abraham Martinez, Jesus Barrios, Julio Bios, 
William Gray, Martin Bios, Miguel Meza, David E. Bohlman, Mar- 
celino Soto and Benito Miramonte^ natives of California, and F. 
A. Dulion, a native of Minnesota, all voted the Bepublican ticket 
except two. Two Bepublicans had voted the Democratic ticket pre- 
vious to the war. Many of them testified that they scratched their 
tickets, when they liked the reputation of a man on the other ticket. 

Of the above 39 there were 28 who cast their first vote at Almaden, 
7 who had cast their first vote at other places in California, and 6 who 
first voted outside of the State, not one had changed his politics or 
party alliance since coming to Almaden. 

jUI testified most unequivocaUy that neither the company nor anyone 
identified ivith its mariagementy ever interfered in the politics of the em- 
ployees or even m^Tiiioned them; Ihat the men voted with entire freedom 
from any inflvence whatever on the part of the mine management. 

Bertrand Tincourt, a native of France, William Ham, Charles 
E. Pearce and JohnB. Johns, natives of Cornwall; William James. 
a native of Devonshire, England, Mathew Dulion, native of Minnes- 
ota, Aman Espinoza, Timothy Gooney, Stonewall Jackson Bailey, 
H. B. Vincent, Manuel Selaya, Benjamin Oswald, Juan Sbanave, and 
C. P. Miramonte, natives of California, D. F. McComas and H. H. 
Kooser, natives of Pennsylvania, all except two vote the Bepub- 
lican ticket and always have, some vote it straight and some scratch 
a good deal. 

Iheir testimony zoas that the management of the mine never interfered 
or attempted to interfere mth their votes in any way. Politics have never 
been mentioned by any of the officers of the company ^ and is not consid- 
ered in the employing or retaining of men. 
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William Dodge, Charles Harris, William Gilbert, H. H. Reed, 
William Edward Pierce, James Smith, John Roberts, William Ton- 
kin, Samuel Hocking, William Williams, Joel Wasby, Joseph P. Toy, 
Poter Barrett, William Drew, William Henry TonMn, Charles Ton- 
kin, John Reseigh, John Andrews, William Cumow, Thomas Drew, 
William Eslick, John Job, John Prout, John Hill, Sr., were all bom 
in County of Cornwall, England. John H. Bohlman was born at 
sea, Amos Poppleworth was bom in Yorkshire, England. Antonio 
Solis, Eufemia Cassus, Theodore Lopez, Francisco Anedondo, Mi- 
guel Yillegrana, Alisandrio Castro, Antonio Soto, Lazar Oastro, 
Stanislaus Rodriguez, Ramon Herrera, Josia Maria Maltos, Joan L. 
Hernandez, were all born in Mexico. Samnel Terrill and Domingo 
Lion wore born in South America. Nash Smoot, Lorenza Herrera, 
Frank Narone, David Yillela, Rosario Santobanos, Jacinto Gkurcia, 
Enlojia Leal, Thos. Drew and Nicholas Gray were bom in California. 

Of these, all the English born voted the Republican ticket. All 
the Mexican born voted the Republican ticket, but one, who has 
worked for the company many years and always voted the Democratic 
ticket. Forty-iive vote the Republican ticket, some with scratches. 
Three vote the Democratic ticket. One votes sometimes the Be- 
))ublican and sometimes the Democratic ticket. One cannot remem- 
ber how he votes. One declines to answer how he voted in 1886. 
Two had voted Democratic once in Nevada when James G- Fair was 
a candidate for the United States Senate. Thirty-five cast their first 
vote at New Almaden. Nine cast their first vote outside of Almaden, 
but in California. Seven cast their vote outside of California. Only 
one had changed his politics since coming to Almaden. 

All teatifietl ih'at aiiice Mr. Bandol became manager in 1870, thai 
neither Air. liandol or any superifUendentf captain, foreman, boas or 
other cfficer of the company had said anything to them about voHng, 
or how they should vote. Thai politics or voting had nothing to do with 
getting ivork. That there were plenty of tickets of all kinds on dection 
day. That every man votes accordina to his own free will and choice 
entirely. Those who had voted in other places testUied that the voting 
here is as free as a nywJiere and as free cut it possMy could I^e. Thai there has 
been no searching of wagons or excbision of goods for many years. That 
theboleto system is merely a means by which men can draw a portion of 
their wages before pay day, and iliat it is entirely optional with each man 
whether he draws them or not. 

James Williams, Thomas P. Williams and John L. Martin, natives 
of Cornwall, England; Joseph Henwood, a native of Devonshire, 
England; Francis Lopez and Adolph Martinez, natives of Mexico; 
Noil Antloison, a native of Germany; A. D. Malone, a native of 
Illinois; and Emile Cantua, M. J. Blake, Lucas Patron, Flaencio 
Cautua, C. J. Costa, James A. Costa, Eugene Baric, Ignacio Cepid% 
Marcelino Mercado and Estevan Marajo, natives of CaUfomia. Of 
these fourteen vote the Republican ticket, three vote the Demooiatio 
ticket and one does not know what ticket he votes. 

All swear in the strongest language that no manager^ euperintendenlf 
captain, foreman, l>08s or other officer of the company has ever had cnif- 
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thing to say to them about politics since Mr. Randol became Manager of 
the mine in 1870; thai they vote their own free tvill and choice without 
any interference whatever by any one connected loith the company. 

Wilford France, Joseph Bastian, John Bartle, William Floyd, all 
natives of Cornwall, and Felipe Dorami, Pio Sapez, Juan Ortega, 
Andreas Lopez, natives of Mexico, and Bicardo Tavilo, Luciano Bod- 
riguez, Ignacio Castro and Feliciano Martinez, born in California. 
All of these voted the Bepublican ticket at New Almaden in 1886. 
Six of these cast their first vote at Almaden, and the others had all 
voted before they came to New Almaden, voting with the same 
party with which they voted before they came to Almaden. 

They all testify that since Mr. Randol took charge^ neither Mr. Randol 
nor any superintendent, captain, foreman, boss or other officer of the com- 
pany ever mentioned the subject of politics or voting. That all kinds of 
tickets tvere plenty on election day last November. That some of the tick- 
ets were scratched and some were not, some voted one kind and some 
another. 

John Geach, John Burgess, William Bunney, T. B. Carter, all na- 
tives of Cornwall; John H. Bishop, a native of Devonshire, Pedro 
Carriaga. Ysidro Castro, Jose Ante, Nabor Angulo and Miguel Cam- 
pos, natives of Mexico, and Alvinza Barraza, lunocencio Campos, 
Beyes Barazza, Antonio Bernal and Jose Barros, a native of New 
Mexico, were examined. 

One of these voted the Prohibition ticket. All the rest voted the 
Bepublican ticket. Nearly all of them had voted the Bepublican 
ticket before they came here, in various places from Lake Superior 
to San Diego. Two testified that before Mr. Bandol took charge of 
the mine, Dr. Mayo told them they must vote the Democratic ticket 
or leave the mine. 

All testified thai since Mr. Randol took charge of the mine that there 
had been no interference with politics by tlie company. That the subject 
of voting or politics or how they ought to vote had never been mentioned 
to any of them by Mr. Randol, or any superintendent, or captain, or fore- 
man, or boss, or other officer of the company; that they were left perfectly 
free to vote as they chose. Thai there were always plenty of tickets of 
all kinds about on election day and that they voted according to t/ieir 
principles. 

John Hill, Jr., John George, natives of Cornwall, England, and 
Alberto Garcia, a native of California, employees of the company, 
testified that they had always voted the Bepublican ticket, thai 
nothing was ever done by any one connected tvith The Quicksilver Mining 
Company to influence tneir votes. 

The Cornish boys testified that in the mines where they had 
worked, in Illinois, Wisconsin, Lake Superior, Nevada and Cali- 
fomia, the Cornish people vote the Bepublican ticket almost without 
exception. 

The Mexicans mostly testified that they vote the Bepublican ticket 
because Mexico is a Bepublic, but a few said that the Liberal party 
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in Mexico is like the Bepnblican party in the United States, and so 
they voted with the party representing those principles in both 
countries. 

Elvery man who voted in the precinct is being called as a witness^ and 
not a single witness has been founds whether in the employ of the mining 
company or not, but that swears that he has always voted entirely free of 
any influence whatever on the part of the mine management, for the last 
seventeen years. 

George Carson, Postmaster at New Almaden, testified as follows: 
There are 179 daily papers taken on the mine, being 55 San 
Francisco Chronicles, 33 San Francisco Galls, 10 San Francisco fir- 
ammers, 30 San Jose Netvs, 40 San Jose Mercurys and 11 San Jose 
Times, besides a very large namber of weekly and monthly journals 
and magazines; that he had compared the poll list of last election 
with the payroll of The Quicksilver Mining Company, and that every 
employee of the company that voted at the election in November, 
1886, had been examined as a witness, who is in reach and able to 
attend; that he was the party who furnished Mr. Kenna (a witness 
for contestant) the signature of B. B. Bulmore; that he did so openly, 
and enjoined no secrecy upon Kenna; that be voted and worked 
openly for Mr. Sullivan*s election and for the Democratic ticket; 
that he had written Mr. Bowden before election that he would do all 
he could for Mr. Sullivan; that his time was so much occupied that 
his hands were tied. He wrote Mr. Bowden that Almaden was a very 
strong Bepublican precinct, and that he could therefore do very little 
good for him. He thinks he was the means of securing Mr. Sullivan 
the extra votes that he received at New Almaden. 

Miss Florence Gay gave testimony concerning the Hacienda School. 

Nash Smoot and Nels Anderson testified that they, in company 
with Mr. £. S. Gillan, had scoured the country and served a sub- 
poena, to appear and testify, upon every man mey could find who 
had voted at Almaden in 1886. 



TeHtimony of Farmers Who Voted at New Almaden— Suffrage is Unrestricted— No In- 
terference by the Company ^The Best Place in the United States for Miners. 



TESTIMON7 OF DAVID B. SKINNBR. 

I reside about three miles below here, Almaden precinct. I 
was born in New Jersey; I came to California in 1852; resided in 
this precinct thirty years; have been in the habit daring that time of 
voting in this precinct; I vote the Bepablican ticket; I voted in this 
precinct at the general election in November, 1886; I Rpent that day 
in the vicinity of the polls, perhaps half a day; I saw various parties 
distributing tickets about the polls on that day — Democratic tickets 
and Bepublican tickets. 

By Mr. Cross: 

Q. Did you observe anything on that day indicating that any of 
the officers or persons in charge of The Quicksilver Mining Com- 
pany's business were doing anything to coerce, intimidate or unduly 
influence the votes of the employees of the company? 

A. No, not at all. 

Q. Have you observed anything indicating that the employees 
of the company voting in this precinct at the last election, and say 
for ten years past, were not voting their own free will and choice V 

A. No. 

Q. What is your businees ? 

A. I am a farmer, and have 170 acres. 

Q. Have you observed anything in the conduct of Mr. Bandol or 
Mr. Jennings since they have been here indicating that they were 
disposed to coerce the votes of their employees? 

A. No, I have not, 

Q As far as you have been able to observe do the voters of this 
precinct who are in the employ of The Quicksilver Mining Company, 
vote as freely as they do in any other place where you have observed 
elections ? 

A. So far as I know they do. 



TBSTIMON7 OF JOHN H. DUNN. 

I am sixty-two years old; I am a farmer; I reside two miles from 
the polling place in New Almaden precinct; I own 300 acres; I have re- 
sided in New Almaden voting precinct since 1864, and during that time 
I have been in the habit of voting regularly at general elections ex- 
cept three or four years; I voted in the mountains first, in the gold 
mines; I have no connection with The Quicksilver Mining Company; 



112 

I have been in the habit of voting quite regularly at the general 
elections and voted here in November, 1886; I vote the Democratic 
ticket; I saw them distribute tickets all over; Democratic tickets 
and Kepublican tickets were being distributed; I got my ticket at 
the store, here in the vicinity of the polls; I got it from Mr. Rich- 
mond, one of the employees in the store. 
By Mr. Cross: 

Q. Did you on election day of November, 1886, observe anything 
that looked as though the officers or management of The QuicKsilver 
Mining Company were trying to intimidate or coerce or control the 
vote of its employees ? 

A. No, I didn't. 

Q. Have you, for a number of years past, say ten years, observed 
anything of that kind at elections nere ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you, during that time, seen anything tending to show 
that the employees of the company in this precinct did not vote 
freely and voluntarily of their own cnoice at elections ? 

A. They all did, for anything that I know of; they voted freely 
and voluntarily; and their own choice; I have worked in the mine 
myself in the summer time and always had my free will and vote; I 
worked here at the mine about six or seven years during Mr. 
Bandol's administration. 

Q. During the time that you say you were in the employ of The 
Quicksilver Mining Company was anything done to interfere with 
your vote ? 

A. 1 never did see it. I never knew a man to speak of it. 

Q. Did you during that time observe that a man getting employ- 
ment or favors from the company in any way depended upon his poli- 
tics or how he voted V 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Is it your judgment that the voters of this precinct, employed 
by The Quicksilver Mining Company, vote as freely as other men 
whom you have seen vote ? 

A. They vote as freely as they did in the mountains when I voted 
there, for anything that I know. I was there eleven years, 

Q. You were called as a witness for the contestant in San Jose, 
were you not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And testified? 

A. Yes. 



TESTIMONY OF CHARLES CRANZ. 

I am 70 years old; I was born in Germany; I came to the United 
States in 1834, and came to California in 1882; I reside about three 
miles and a half from New Almaden; I have been a voter since 1840; 
I voted in Ohio before coming to California; I generally vote the 
Republican ticket; I am a farmer; I own my own farm; it contains 
103 acres; I voted in this precinct in November, 1886, and before 
that. 
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By Mr. Gross : 

Q. Do yon know whether there were tickets of the different part- 
ies being distributed ? 

A. Yes; I saw one man distributing Democratic and another Be- 
pnblican tickets. 

Q. Since jou have been a voter in this precinct have you ob- 
served anything as though the manager of Tne Quicksilver Mining 
Company was bulldozing or coercing or trying to control the votes 
of its employees ? 
- A. I have not. 

Q. So far as you have observed did the employees of the com- 
pany voting at this precinct vote just as freely as any other place 
where you have seen elections ? 

A. xes; they did so far as I saw. 



TESTIMOmr OF R. J. BAKBR. 

I am 52 years old. I was born in Virginia. 1 came to California 
in 1859. 1 have resided in the New Almaden voting precinct ever 
since 1859. I have been in the habit of voting at general elections; 
except I have been away about eleven years, when I moved down to 
HoUister. I generally vote Democratic. I voted in this precinct at 
the election in 1886. 

By Mr. Cross: 

Q. Did you on that day see anything tending to indicate that 
the management of The Quicksilver Mining Company was bulldoz- 
ing, intimidating or coercing or trying to control the vote of its em- 
ployees ? 

A. I did not. 

Q. Have you seen anything here since Mr. Bandol has been 
Manager, tending to indicate that the employees of The Quicksilver 
Mining Company do not vote for such ticket and such men as they 
individually choose to vote for? 

A. No. I am a farmer and reside three miles from the polling 
place in New Almaden precinct. I farm my own land, about 300 
acres. I gave testimony on the other side of this case at San Jose. 



TESTIMONY OF aBOROB BOSB. 

I am 62 years old; was born in Germany; I have been in the 
United States since 1844; I have lived in New Almaden precinct a 
little over 30 years. I have voted in San Jose and Guadalupe ; I 
voted in this precinct last November; I was in the vicinity of the 
polls that day; all day, that is from 9 till 5 I think; I saw tickets of 
the different parties bein^ distributed about the place; I did so, 
myself, a good deal; I seldom ever vote a straight ticket, but gen- 
erally Bepublican; I vote the Bepublican ticket but scratch when- 

ever it suits me. 
8 
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By Mr. Cross: 

Q. Did jon see anything on election day last Novembery as 
though the management of Tne Qaicksilver Mining Company was 
bulldozing, coercing, intimidating or trying to control the yotes of 
the men who worked for the company ? 

A. Nothing that I have seen. I saw one of the employees was 
very prominent here, that is I was informed so. I asked parties here 
who was the man that was distribating Democratic tickets. He told 
me he was an employee of the mine on the Hill, he was ronniiig an 
engine there. He was a small man. I did not ask his name; they 
told me he was engineer on the Hill — a mining engineer there. H^ 
seemed to be very officious, distributing Democratic tickets. He had 
lots of them. I got some from him myself; I ran out once. 

Q. Did you see anything else that looked as though the manage- 
ment of the company was trying to force the vote of the precinct? 

A. No, I never did — that is something I never have seen in 
California. 

Q. So far as you could observe, what would be your judgment as 
to the freedom with which men voted in this precinct? 

A. 1 saw that everbody got his ticket and went about his business 
and voted without any interference as far as I could see; I never saw 
anyone urging the matter. I generally tend to my own business and 
I think that other peo{)le are allowed the same privilege. 

Q. Did you give evidence in San Jose, called as a witness on the 
other side of this case? 

A. I did. I am a farmer; I reside about four miles from the polls 
on my own farm of 516 acres. 



TESTIMOmr OF JOHN OOONB7. 

I am 67 next July. I was born in Ireland. I came to California 
in 1850; have been living in the New Almaden voting precinct about 
twenty years, since I commenced voting up here. 1 am a farmer 
and own my own farm. I believe I have aoout 170 acres where I 
live, and I have 100 acres in another farm. The first vote I cast 
was in 1844, in Illinois. I will tell you who I voted for then. It 
was Judge Hoge here in San Francisco — the first man that I voted 
for — Joe Hoge, in Galena. I voted the Democratic ticket until 
the time that Blaine ran. I voted the Republican ticket then and 
since. If there is a man on the Democratic ticket that pleases me 
and if I like him, I vote for him. I know Mr. Bandol ever since he 
came here. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. Have you observed Mr. BandoFs conduct towards the men in 
the employ of The Quicksilver Mining Company ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What is his conduct ? 

A. Very good. I never saw a better man, in fact he cannot be 
beat. I voted in this precinct in November, 1886. I was in the 
vicinity of the polls till from about 9 or 10 o'clock until pretty near 
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the time the polls closed. Always different kinds of tickets being 
distributed in the vicinity of the polls. No difficulty about a man 
getting any kind of a ticket he wanted. 

Q. Did you see anything as though the management of the com- 
pany was tiying to intimidate or coerce or control the vote of the 
men that worked for the company? 

A. They did not; to my knowledge. 

Q. You did not see anything of that kind ? 

A. Never. 

Q. During the time that Mr. Bandol has been manager of the 
mine have you seen anything like the mine management trying to 
control the vote of their employees? 

A. Not since Mr. Bandol came here. It is better than it ever 
was before, T never saw a better man, he never interfered. 

Q. As far as you could judge from what you knew and saw since 
Mr. Bandol has oeen here have the voters of this precinct voted for 
such ticket and such men as they chose freely and voluntarily ? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. Do you know P. C. Moore? 

A. I know him well; I know him first-rate; he peddled here for 
many a long year, and here he made all his money. I think he 
was a poor man when he came to peddle up here on this mine; he 
made it all here. 

Q; What would you say as to the men that work here for the 
company as to how they get along and prosper if they attend to their 
duties, as compared with other men that labor for wages ? 

A. Get along better here than in any place I ever saw mining, 
and I have mined in several places. I never saw a mine so well 
conducted. Every man is pretty well looked after and pretty well 
off here. 



TESTIMONY OF CHARLES PARR. 

By Mr. Moore : 

Q. Where do you live ? 

A. I live about three miles from the Almaden, on what is called 
the Llagas road. 

Q. What is jour business? 

A. Stock-raiser and farming generally. 

Q. How large a farm have you ? 

A. Between 1,200 and 1,400 acres there where I reside. I own 
.other property outside of it. 

Q. How long have you resided and voted in this precinct ? 

A. Permanently from the last time that I came, about twenty- 
four years. I have been voting for twenty years at the Hacienda. I 
do not know of any election that I have not been here, and then I 
am a frequent visitor outside of the day of election. I do a good 
deal of my trading, here and I am here two or three times a week, 
and sometimes every day in the week. 

Q. During elections that you have attended since Mr. Bandol has 
been manager of the mine, nave you seen anything on the part of 
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Mr. Bandoly Mr. Jennings or of any of the officers of the mine that 
would indicate an attempt to coerce or unduly influence the voters of 
this precinct ? 

A. There never has been a particle to my knowledge. 

Q. Have you been aroxmd the polls on election days ? 

A. Certainly I have been there, and if it had been practiced I 
should certainly have seen it. 

Q. What is your opinion then as to the freedom that the employ- 
ees of this mine have m exercising the elective franchise ? 

A. I think that a man exercises his own judgment — is free te ex- 
ercise his own judgment in every respect. 

Q. Do you see the miners when they are voting on election days ? 

A. Of course I see them every election. 

Q. Are they free to vote as they please ? 

A. Free to vote just as they have a mind to. 

Q. Have you seen the tickets of the different parties distributed 
during election day ? 

A. Yes; I have seen tickets of all the parties, and there has al- 
ways been more or less people here with tickets electioneering on 
behalf of each party. Every election all tickets are on the counter 
in the store, where one could help oneself; they are plentifal; there 
always have been local electioneers on behalf of the Democracy. 

Q. Are those men free, and have they always been so in approach- 
ing the electors of the district, whether they were employees or- out- 
siders ? 

A. They have perfect freedom; there has been coercion practiced 
here, but not under this administration. I have known every ad- 
ministration since 1816 in Almaden, and with one exception there 
never was any coercion practiced here; it was practiced under Doc- 
tor May6. 

Q. During his time ? 

A. Yes; during his time; they practiced it to perfection, too. 

Q. Was the coercion of the men at that time observable ? 

A. Certainly it was. 

Q. Has there been any practiced since Mr. Kandol came to the 
mine ? 

A. Not a particle; he wiped it all out when he came. 

Q. What are the nationalities chiefly employed ? 

A. Principally Spanish and English. 

Q. What are the politics of the Cornishmen generally ? 

A. They are Republicans; a Democrat is almost an exception. 

Q. How is it with the Mexicans ? 

A. The Mexicans are Bepublicans with a few exceptions. 

Q, How is Mr. Bandol regarded by the employees of the mine ? 

A. He is liked very well, very well indeed; they speak very well 
of him; sometimes they may have some little misunderstanding, for 
instance, with the Superintendent, or they may not understand things, 
and they go just to J. B. Kandol to rectify such matters: they go to 
him when it is anything of serious import; if they can get to ''J. 
B." they come away perfectly satisfied. 

Q. You trade here to some extent at the store ? 

A. Yes, I do a good deal of my trading here at the store. 
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Q. What is the state of the laboring man here compared with 
what it is in other places ? 

A. I think that it is better, it is better in every respect; the Ha- 
cienda you would not consider a mining camp; it is much more like 
an agricultural town; everything is neat and cdways well kept; they 
have neat cottages and they wear the best of clothing; vines and 
flowers clambering over everything, and they have a stream of pure 
running water; I do not think there is a town within my knowledge 
that can boast of anything to equal it — running into the houses and 
running by the doors. 

Q. Is the condition of the men employed by the company better 
or worse under Mr. Bandol's administration than it was before ? 

A. It is better. 

Q. Formerly what was the moral condition of the place ? 

A. It was very bad. 

Q. Has that improved ? 

A. That has improved a great deal. There were formerly quite a 
number of saloons; gambling and prostitution were both practiced, 
that has been done away with as far as I can see; anything like law- 
lessness is discouraged by the present manager. 

Q. Does this doing away of the gambling houses and drinking 
saloons have any tendency to cause the employees to save their money 
to a greater extent than formerly? 

A. That certainly does, it is simply to benefit them that all this 
has been done away with so far as I can judge; it has worked to their 
benefit without a doubt. 



TESTIMON7 OF CHRISTIAN DANNEBlikNN. 

By Mr. Moore : 

Q. Where do you live ? 

A. I live on the Llagas creek, in this precinct, Almaden precinct. 

Q. How old are you ? 

A. I am 58 years old next August. 

Q. How long have you been in this precinct ? 

A. Since April, 1860. 

Q. Have you been a voter here ? 

A. Yes, I have voted elcept when I was off in military service. 
I was off during the rebellion. 

Q. During the time that you have voted at Almaden, since Mr. 
Bandol has been in charge, have you seen anything on the part of 
the management to indicate that the miners or those employed by 
the company were forced or coerced to vote any particular way ? 

A. No. 

Q. You are around the polls when you come to vote ? 

A. Always around when the time comes to vote my regular ticket 
and I vote it. 

Q. Have you seen a great deal of voting here ? 

A. Oh, yes, I have seen a great deal of voting here. 

Q. If there was anything like bulldozing or coercion you would 
probably have seen it ? 
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A. I. certainly would. 

Q. What ticket do you vote ? 

A. I have voted all my life the straight Democratic ticket. 

Q. Have you any difficulty in getting your ticket, your Demo- 
cratic ballot to vote ? 

A. I never had any difficulty in getting the Democratic ticket. 
Anybodv that wants to vote one, can get it. 

Q. !Did you see any one here last election working for the Demo- 
cratic party ? 

A. 1 did. There were some here; some strangers to me, one or 
two that I did not know. 

Q. Were they interfered with, so far as you saw ? 

A. No, not to my knowledge. 

Q. When you come here on election day, are you as free to talk 
with anybody that you know, whether they are employees in the 
mine or not, as you are on any other day ? 

A. Certainly I am. 

Q. What is your business ? 

A. I am a bee-keeper. 

Q. Have you any connection with The Quicksilver Mining 
Company ? 

A. I have no connection with them. I come over here and trade 
when I please; if I do not I go somewhere else. I am free and 
independent; everybody knows me here; I formerly worked for 

fears and years at this mine. I have worked under Captain Young; 
worked when the mine was first transferred from the old company 
to the other, when Mr. Butterworth was here and when Mr. Mayo 
and Mr. Sherman Day were here. I am what tbey call one of the 
old hands, for I am 27 years here. 

Q. You have been here a great deal since you left the employ of 
the company ? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. How do you consider this place for a laboring man ? 

A. I consider it a very good place for a laboring man if he keeps 
steady and takes care of himself. 



TBSTIMONV OP EVELYN P. McCOT. 

By Mr. Moobe : 

• Q. Where do you live? 

A. I live on the Llagas; my occupation is a harness maker. 

Q. Do you own any property on the Llagas where you live ? 

A. I bought the place and I have had possession for some thir- 
teen years, it is my permanent residence. 

Q. How old are you ? 

A. I am nearly fifty-two. 

Q, Bom in the United States ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you been a voter here during that time ? 

A. Yes; with the exception of two years. I moved to San Jose 
and then I moved back on the same place again. 
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Q. Daring the various elections that yon have attended here, 
have yon seen anything dnring Mr. Bandol's administration to indi- 
cate that the employees of this mine were being forced or coerced 
into voting any particular ticket ? 

A. No; I never did. 

Q. Have elections been held as freely as at any other place where 
you have been. 

A. Yes. 

Q. K there had been any system of coercion here would you 
probably have seen it ? 

A. I should have been very likely to, because I have always been 
around the polls and up and down the street at the Hacienda, and I 
have seen people go in and vote. 

Q. You have seen the tickets of various parties ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. They are always to be had, are they not ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. During the election days are the employees as free to go 
where they please, and to talk to whom they please as on any other 
day? 

A. Yes, to the best of my knowledge they are. 

Q. Are you in any way connected with the company. 

A. No; I never was. No influence has ever been exerted over 
me in regard to voting or anvthing else. 

Q. Have you seen such electioneering here as you have in other 
places — as you do in every precinct ? 

A. Yes, every man working for his friends. I have electioneered 
myself, and exchanged votes like others do in all precincts. 

Q. What ticket do you vote ? 

A. I voted the Bepublican ticket last year with exceptions, of 
course, I scratched it to suit myself. I exchanged votes you know, 
but it was my own work. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Bandol ? 

A. I know him only by sight. I am not personally acquainted 
with him; never had any dealings with him in any way. 

Q. Have you ever seen him attempting in any way to interfere 
with the liberties of men ? 

A. No. I have seen him election days here. I don't think that 
1 saw him last election day at all. I have seen him walking up and 
down the street, or I have heard him arguing some time with some 
of the outsiders, like Cooney; generally when they meet they would 
have a little talk. I never noticed 'MLr. Bandol talk to an employee. 



TESTIMON7 OF JOSEPH CUZARD. 



By Mr. Moore; 

Q. Where do you live ? 

A. On the Uvas. 

Q. What is your business? 

A. Vineyardist . 
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Q. How many acres have yoa ? 

A. 253 acres. 

Q. How long have yoa been living there ? 

A. 16 years. 

Q. Where do you vote ? 

A. Almaden. 

Q. How long have you been voting at Almaden ? 

A. Since 1877. 

Q. Have yon ever seen anything here on election day to indicate 
that the managers of the mine were trying to force the men to vote 
any particular way ? 

. A. No. 

Q. You see the men voting here ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do they vote as they choose? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Always vote as they please? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What ticket do you vote ? 

A. Sometimes I vote for Bepublicans, sometimes for Democrats. 

Q. You vote a mixed ticket r 

A. Yes. 

Q. You always vote as you choose ? 

A. Yes. 



TESTIMON7 OF GBORGB CR07. 

By Mr. Moore. 

Q. Where do you live ? 

A. I live up on the Uvas, about twelve miles from here. 

Q. What is your business ? 

A. I am in the lumber business, and I am farming a little — not 
much. I own 280 acres. 

A. How long have you voted in Almaden ? 

A. About sixteen years. 

Q. Were you here at the last election ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you at any election here, either at the last or any previous 
one, seen anything on the part of the managers of the mine or any 
persons around, that would indicate that the emploj^ees of this mine 
were being forced, coerced, or influenced in voting in any particular 
way? 

A. No, I have not. 

Q. You have been around the polls, I suppose, more or less ? 

A. Been about the polls — yes. 

Q. If there had been any coercion practiced here would you have 
seen it ? 

A. I think that I would have seen it; but I did not see anything 
of the kind. 

Q. What is the habit of the men voting here, do they go to the 
polls themselves or are they taken there by somebody ? 
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A. Tbey go ap and vote just as the^ choose. 

Q. Is the voting here such as it is in other places ? 

A. Just about the same I always thought; it was just about the 
same as in any other place; there is as much liberty here as elsewhere. 

Q. You have seen elections in other places ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What is your age ? 

A. 55 years old. 

Q. What are your politics ? 

A. Republican. 

Q. Have tickets of all parties been here for distribution on elec- 
tion days? 

A. Yes; they can always be had by anybody that wants them. 



TBSTIMONT OF JOHN R. NORTON. 

By Mr. Cboss : 

Q. How old a man are you ? 

A. 47. 

Q. Where were you born ? 

A. Illinois. 

Q. When did you come to California ? 

A. In 1852. 

Q. How long have you lived in the Santa Clara Valley ? 

A. Since 18{>4. 

Q. What is your business? 

A. Farmer. 

Q. When did you first know The New Almaden Quicksilver 
Mine? 

A. In 1854. 

Q. How near have you lived to the mine since that time ? 

A. Four miles and a half; and had frequent occasion to visit the 
mine and become acquainted with the people engaged in the opera- 
tion of the mine here and with the trade. 

Q. State what you know about the condition of the people who 
lived on this mine prior to the time that Mr. Bandol came here as 
Manager. Give a little history of it as you saw it ? 

A. Under the present management 1 think there has been im- 
provement in most everything that is connected with this mine. 

Q. What was the state of society here just prior to Mr. Bandol's 
coming ? 

A. There were some very good men here before Mr. Bandol 
came, but there were some very rough characters here in early days. 

Q. Those have been gotten rid of ? 

A. I think so. 

Q . Have you had occasion to have business relations with the 
management of the mine from time to time ? 

A. Yes; I have traded and dealt with them some considerable, 
off and on, at different times since 1854. 

Q. What changes if any have been made in the methods of trad- 
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ing here at the mine dnring that time, and methods of doing bnsi- 
ness that you have noticed. 

A. All the business that I have ever done with this company or 
the stores under Mr. Derby & Lowe's management have been always 
on a cash basis; I consi(^er them the most liberal buyers, pay- 
itig the best price in this county for produce that a farmer nas to sell, 
when they want to buy. 

Q. There has been some testimony given about searching wagons 
and the like; have you frequently had occa«ion to visit this mine of 
late years and come with a team and go? 

A. I have been here with wagons but never had any wagon 
searched. 

Q. Have you known anything of that kind of late years ? 

A. No. 

Q. How many years have you been in the habit of voting in this 
precinct ? 

A. I have voted in this precinct since 1860. I would say in con- 
nection with that, that the polls were held down in the valley, at the 
school house, and it being unhandy for the voters to go from here 
down there, (they had to be hauled down there with teams and 
wagons) and so the polls were changed to the Hacienda. 

Q. Do you thiak that change as a general thing was satisfactory 
to the residents of the precinct. 

A. I think so; it was a more central location. 

Q. Have you been in the habit of being about the polls more or 
less at elections here at New Almaden since Mr. Bandol has been 
Manager ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What have you seen since Mr. Bandol has been Manager, to 
indicate that the men on the mine, working for the company, had 
their votes controlled by the management of the company r 

A. I have never seen anything of that kind. I nave heard ex- 
aggerated reports to that effect but consider them groundless and 
without foundation. 

Q . Have you ever seen anything about the polls here indicating 
any intimidation or coercion or undue influence upon the voters 
since Mr. Bandol has been Superintendent of the mine ? 

A. T have not. 

Q. Could you see any difference between the freedom with which 
men voted here and other places where you have seen men vote ? 

A. I do not see any difference. It was generally a very quiet 
election here, more quiet here than I have seen at any other place. 

Q. Very little interference ? 

A. Very little interference; generallv there is good order. 

Q. The different parties generally nave their tickets here dis- 
tributed ? 

A. Tes; I have seen tickets here of all the different parties, men 
electioneering and so forth, the same as at any other place. 

Q. Were you here on election day of November, 1886? 

A. I was, and voted here. 

Q. Anybody try to interfere with your voting ? 

A, No. 
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Q. Some eleotioneering about, I suppose as usual? 

A. Yes, general electioneering; some more aetiTO than othera. 

Q. Did you see anything like any officer or the manager of the 
company driving the men up to the polls to vote, forcing them to 
vote this or that way or anything of that kind ? 

A. I have not; my observation of the officers, of Mr. Bandol, and 
the Superintendent, is that those officers take very little interest in 
the election. Let it pretty much take care of itself. 

Q. How long a personal acquaintance have you had with Mr. 
Eandol? 

A. I have known Mr. Bandol since 1870; about the time he came 
here ; and have seen him from time to time in his association with 
the other persons connected with the company. 

Q. What, so far as you have observed, has been his manner 
towards the men in his employ ? 

A. I think that he is a very able, energetic manager, and has 
directed and guided this mine for the last seventeen years success- 
fully for the benefit of the stockholders and all classes working here. 

Q. At the last election did you notice any stages driving down 
here with passengers from the Mill ? 

A. Tes; every election men are hauled down here in stages and 
wagons and different conveyances to vote, and when they vote they 
generally return to their work; the majority of them; some few stay 
around the store here, talking politics and so on; the great majority 
return to their work after voting. 

Q. Did you notice where the stages landed or stopped last elec- 
tion day, such as you saw? 

A. They generally stopped at the store or outside of the 100-foot 
limit, where the register was hanging on the tree, the voters get 
their number and names off the register. 

Q. Did you see Mr. Bulmore have a book on election day about 
the polls ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was he doing with that book ? 

A. I think he was giving the names and the number to the voters, 
principally Spaniards that could not read their number in the 
Great Begister; helping them to get their proper register number. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Jennings, personally ? 

A. Tes. 

Q. What is his manner towards the employees of the company, 
so far as you have observed it. 

A. So far as I have observed he seems to be a very gentlemanly 
man in his business; treats everybody with courtesy, I think. 

Q. Have you had any occasion to become acquainted with the 
men who worK on the mine here ? 

A. A' good many of them, yes. 

Q. What would be your general idea of the men here, as working 
men? 

A. My idea is that those men are paid the highest wages and are 
well taken care of, and have the best of everything supplied to them 
here in the stores, better I think than any other corporation of this 
kind on the coast. 



Q. Yon know something aboat what wages men receive here, do 
you not ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The last month's pay roll on contracts shows the average 
wages of all the men employed on contract to be $2.87 a dav per 
man. How would that compare with the average wages of the labor- 
ing men in other capacities in Santa Clara County, so far as you 
know it ? 

A. I think that they are better paid than any other laborers in 
Santa Clara County. 

Q. Do you have occasion to see how these people are feci and 
clothed and taken care of ? 

A. Yes; I have noticed that these people are generally well 
dressed, and always have plenty of big dollars in their pockets, and 
look as though they had been prettv well fed. 

Q. Did you ever see anything about the people employed on this 
mine, the way that they were living or acting, or the wav that they 
were treated, that looked like slaves or peons, or anything of the 
kind? 

A. No; I think a prudent man here who attends to his own busi- 
ness and lets other people's business alone has a good life situation 
here. 

Q. Did you ever see anything since Mr. Bandol was here that 
looked as though the man who did not vote the way the management 
wanted him to, was liable not to get work or to be any worse off than 
others ? 

A. No; I have not. 

Q. What do you think about such talk as that, from your acquaint- 
ance with the men, living right here close to it ? 

A. I think that those reports are, as I said before, entirely 
groundless. 

Q. Do you think of anything else you would like to state in this 
examination ? 

A. I would say that I think that this Almaden Mine is a living 
monument of industry and enterprise, that has been guided and di- 
rected by the present able manager, J. B. Bandol, and his illustrious 
predecessor for the last thirty or forty years, and that it is to-day the 
peerless Quicksilver Mining Company of the American continent. 



TESTIMON7 OF ERNBST DBSACH7. 

By Mr. Moore. 

Q. Where do you live ? 

A. On the Uvas creek. At Mr. Cuzard's vineyard. I am his 
son-in-law. 

Q. How long have you been voting at the Hacienda ? 

A. Since 1877. I have been up here about every election since. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything on the part of the management 
of this mine that would indicate that they were forcing the employees 
to vote any particular ticket ? 
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A. No, never. As far as I have seen, the employees of this mine 
are as free to vote for whom they please as they would be if they 
were living any other place. 

Q. What ticket did you vote ? 

A. Can you force me to answer that ? 

Q. No; not without you want to answer it. 

A. I voted the Democratic ticket, except just one vote for Mr. 
Moore. 

Q. Did you have any difficulty last election in getting a ticket 
to vote ? 

A. No; they were here, plenty of them. Anybody could get 
them that wanted them. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything like bulldozing in this precinct? 

A. No. 

Q. Anybody being compelled to vote any ticket? 

A. I never did. 

Q. Are elections conducted here as they are elsewhere ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are you employed by the mining company? 

A. No. I have nothing to do with the company. 



TESTIMON7 OF JOHN FFEIFFBH. 

I am 24 years old, a native of Kansas, I am a stonecutter by trade, 
and worked for my father at the Goodrich quarries, about three 
miles from the Almaden voting place. I voted at New Almaden last 
November and once before. I voted the Democratic ticket, except 
that I voted for Felton, Bea and Watson. I never saw anything 
that looked as though the management of The Quicksilver Mine was 
trying to control or influence the votes of its employees or any one 
else. 



TESTIMONY OF MOSES BRAT. 



I am 55 years old; was born in Maine, and have lived and voted in 
New Almaden precinct 23 years. I voted the Bepublican ticket here 
last November. I have never seen anything, since Mr. Bandol has 
been Manager, as though the company was trying to control the 
votes of its employees. I am a bee raiser. 



TESTIMONY OF W. F. JOHNSON. 

I am a farmer, 43 years of age. I was born in Missouri; have 
lived in California 35 years and in Almaden precinct 18 years. I 
have been voting at Almaden. I vote the Democratic ticket straight 
through. I voted the Democratic ticket last November. I got my 
ticket at the store near the polls. I worked for The QuicKsilver 
Mining Company and Frank Bohlmann, off and on for 15 years. I 
saw nothing at the election in 1886 or at any other time since Mr. 
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Bandol became Manager of the mine, indicating that any one con- 
nected with the mine was trying to control the votes of the precinct, 
or of any one employed by The Quicksilver Mining Company. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. If anything of that kind had been going on do you think that 
yon would have been likely to know it ? 

A. I think I would. 

Q. Since Mr. Bandol has been here and while you were employed 
by the company, was anything done to control or unduly influence, 
your vote ? 

A. No. 

Q. By the management of the company? 

A. Not at all. 

Q. During the time you worked for the company were you in 
the habit of voting the Democratic ticket ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Could you ever see that it made any difference with what em- 
ployment that you got or what pay you got, the fact of your voting 
the Democratic ticket ? 

A. I could not. 

Q. Have you any reason to think that the way a tnan votes has 
anything to do with his getting employment or obtaining promotion 
in the employment of The Quicksilver Mining Company ? 

A. I have not. 
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Tha Interesting Testimony Giyen by Capt. Harry — Independent Voting — A Majority 
of the Miners Bank Their Acoonnts — Mr. Bandol Helps the Local Institutions— 
The Ayerage Wages Paid the Miners— Ten Hoars Work a Day and No Chinese 
Employed. 



TE8TIMON7 OF JAMES HARR7. 

I am 63 years old; Was bom in England, in the county of Corn- 
wall. I came to the United States in 1869. I have been a miner 
since I was 17 years of a^e. I have mined in Cornwall, England, in 
the State of California, m Nevada county and Santa Clara county. 
I have lived at Almaden since 1871, and have been in the employ of 
the company all that time. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. I would like to have you give a history of the different em- 
ployments you have had under the company from the beginning up 
to the present time ? 

A. 1 came here in the year 1871 and started to work on contract 

at so much per yard in drifts; the contracts in those days were let 

every two weeks. I have worked some contracts for as low as $6 

and my board for two weeks. That would be 13 a week, and I have 

made as high as $70 and board for two weeks on contracts. I have 

a1w> worked some on tribute in the ore bodies; we mined the ore at 

so much per carga of 300 pounds, and I made on tribute from $2.50 

to $3.60 per day. I have also worked as timberman; my business 

was tiien to go wrough the mine putting in timbers in the labores and 

drifts and shafts; my pay then was $3 per day. I have also worked 

as pompman at $4 per day; my work then was putting pumps in the 

dimrent shafts. About this time Mr. Bandol thought that there 

OQald be some improvement made in the hoisting of the ore from the 

mine, and he talked the thing over with me and others, and it 

was thought that it could be doney so I took charge of the work 

ksA put in a skip in the Bandol shaft; after the skip was in running 

^rder I was put on as shift boss. Previous to this the ore had been 

liboisted in buckets, the bucket was attached to the end of a rope and 

'^ ^Id from 400 to 500 pounds; that was hauled by steam; the bucket 

was swinging around free in the shaft in going up. The skip is an 

Iron box wim a door in front, and the bottom stands at an angle of 

4S^»the rook is dumped in the top of the box, and is discharged 

'',3iibfOiigh the door in front, which runs in guides; each skip car holds 

' Ja ton and a half of rock; that is a great improvement in the method 

'M raising the ore; we raise a ton and a hali where before we hoisted 

™0 and 600 pounds at a trip, and the skip being landed on a door 

it. is hung on hinges at the same angle as the bottom of the skip, 

id when you drop the door in fronts the skip-load is dumped into 




the oar, which is drawn to the planilla; I made that improvement, 
that is I gave bim the idea and put it in. From that time I went as 
shift boss; that was in the year 1873, J think. About 1676 I was 
foreman of the Cora Blanco, one of the mines of tbti Quicksilrer 
Mining Company at New Almaden, and in 1877, soon after tho Santa 
Isabel shaft was started, I was pat in charge of thtit shaft and re- 
mained there till the shaft was down to the 2,000; I bad charge of 
the work; I pat in the skip and the pnmp works in that shaft, and 
in 1881 1 was appointed mining captain and I have Imid that poaition 
ever since; I started the Bandol shaft on contract; worked the first 
contract in the Bandol shaft, sinking the shaft; that sbnft is 1,800 
feet deep. 

Q. What are the dnties of Captain ? 

A. The duties of the Captain are to take the orders from the 
Superintendent, at the present time Mr. Jennings. Previous to Mr, 
Jennings it was Mr. Kandol,and I carry ont the work under ground, 
running drifts, sinking shafts, and raising and siiikiug winzes and 
seeing that the mine is kept properly timbered, well ventilated, oad 
to do everything that we know for the safety of the men iu i 
the timbering, and to take out the ore in the cheapest way, [ 
shoots to conduct the ore from level to level and transport i 
shaft in oars, and to work the mine as economically as i 
have always had instrnctions from Mr. Bandol to do i 
that I thought beat for the benefit of the company. Mr. 
watohword is economy. I have charge of all the work below the 
surface. 1 have worked in all the different departments of uader- 
groond mining, before I became Captain. 

Q. To whom do yon give your orders directly? 

A. I give my orders to the sliift bosses, one by day and the other 
by night. 

Q. How many men work under your direction, Captain ? 

A. About 3S0. 

Q. Of what nationalities are most of the men under your charge? 1 

A. A few of every nationality; bat mostly Mexicans and Cornishf 
and their descendants. 

Q. When did you vote tlie first time? 

A. I think that my first vote was for Garfield. 

Q, What party do you belo^ to and what ticket do you vote fm 

A. I have always voted the Bepnblican ticket. 

Q. Yon always vote the straight ticket, or do you somettd 
scratoh a ticket ? 

A. I sometimes scratoh. 

Q. Under what circumstances do you scratoh the ticket ? 

A. My reasons for it are, that I read the papers and we i 

little, and I have felt as a citizen that I have a right to scratolifl 
any one in preference to another man; but ns between parties I'fr™ 
the Republican party. ' 

Q. What reason can you give why you, and if you kQOVTfi 
Cornish boys generally, feel favorably to the Republican par^K^ 

A. I find, but I do not mean to say it is always the case, *'' 
good many of the Democrats are Irish, and they are generally I 
Catholics, the English people are Bepublicans becaase thbi 



129 

Protestant, and that they do not want to be governed under a 
Boman Catholic administration ; don't want the Catholio inflaenqe in 
politics; that is one reason why the Cornish boys are so strongly 
Kepnblican. Naturally there is not a great deal of sympathy between 
the Cornish boys and the Irish boys; that is another great point; 
they do not harmonize as a general rule. 

Q. Since you have been connected with the mine have any orders 
ever come to you from i^iy one above you about voting or politics ? 

A. No. • 

Q. What was the first experience that you had about politics with 
the management of the mine after you became a voter ? 

A. I remember on one occasion, I do not remember now what 
election it was, that I asked Mr. Bandol whether there was any man 
on the Democratic ticket that he was in favor of or not; that I was 
not personally acquainted with any candidate at that time, and he 
said no; he did not leave any influence on me that he wanted me to 
do anything at all for him, and he made so light of it that I never 
asked him more from that time to the present, and he has never 
spoken of politics with me since. 

Q. The purpose of this question that you put to him was to give 
him a chance to talk about politics and the ticket if he chose to r 

A, Yes. 

Q. You say he made so light of it ? 

A. Yes, he made so light of it that I thought I would not ask 
him any more unless he spoke first, and he has never spoken to me. 

Q. Has Mr. Bandol ever said anything to you about getting the 
men in the mine to vote for this man or that ? 

A. No, never a word. 

Q. Has Mr. Jennings, the Superintendent ? 

A. No. 

Q. Has there ever been any effort on the part of those who were 
in the management of the mine over you, to control your vote or to 
get you to control the men's vote, or anything of that kind ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything of that kind going on at this 
mine? 

A. No, never. I go through the mine the day before election 
day, and notify the men that to-morrow is election day, and every 
man who wants to cast his vote can meet at the store early in the 
morning, and there will be teams there to convey him to the Ha- 
cienda to vote; so as not to lose time. 

Q. If the men go and come back and get back in reasonable time 
do they get their pay ? 

A. They can get back quicker in the stages; men who go and 
come back in reasonable time get their pay; men who do not come 
back are checked, 

Q. Do you keep the time? 

A. I keep the time of all the men; all the mechanics, the 
machinery men or engineers; and I checked some men last November 
for not being back in time and going to work; because they came 
down and lingered about the polls, i could not afford to pay them 
if they wasted the day. 
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Q. Do you when yon are giving notice to the men in the mine^ 
do you say anything about how they are to vote ? 

Q. In giving notice do yon make any distinction between those 
that vou know are Democrats and those that yon know are Bepubli- 
cansr 

A. No. 

jQ. Do you know of anything to prevent a man who wants to vote 
the Democratic tieket from having jast as much freedom to come as 
any other man ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you since you have been on this mine done anything to 
control the men's votes ? 

A. Never. 

Q. In letting out contracts or hiring men, do you make any differ- 
ence with men according to what ticket thev vote. 

A. No. 

Q. In giving men promotions and preferring men, do you make 
any difference on account of politics ? 

A. No. 

Q. Does it have any influence at all ? • 

A. No. Whenever a man is promoted it is because he merits it 
by his work. 

Q. Have you had men working under you all this time that have 
been voting the Democratic ticket ? 

A. Yes; and I knew it. 

Q. Why do you distribute Bepublican tickets? 

A. Because 1 think that I have the ri^ht to, as an American citizen. 
I have been a Bepublican and believe m the Bepublican party. 

Q. Do you know anything about boletos ? 

A. Yes; I know that there are boletos used. 

Q. Do you take boletos? 

A. Yes; occasionally. 

Q. Are you compelled to ? 

A. No. 

Q. Why do you take them ? 

A. Sometimes I take them because coin is not very flush. 

Q. Do you understand the boleto business, thej give out boletos 
for what a man has earned that is not due him until pay-day ? 

A. Yes; men who want to get some money or want some provi- 
sions in the house before pay-day, can draw boletos. 

Q. Are men compelled to take boletos ? 

A. No. 

Q. Does it make any difference as to a man getting work whether 
he takes boletos or not ? 

A. No. 

Q. You get a pretty good salary; is it necessary for you to take 
boletos ? 

A. Sometimes I have an opportunitv to send some money to town 
and use it to advantage, and I send all the money I have on hand, 
and go to the store and take boletos before the next pay-day. 

Q. Do you know whether there are other men working for the 
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oompany, who are on the pay-roll, send some of their money away 
and then take boletos daring the coming month ? 

A. I know that some of them have a little bank aocoant. 

Q. What is yoar idea as to the proportion, for instance, of the 
English boys who have got a little stake in the bank ? 

A. I think that the majority of them have a little, what they call, 
laid by for a rainy day — a little accumulation that is saved out of 
their wages. 

Q. Do you know anything about the men having stock in the 
Water Company in San Jose ? Have yon any information about that ? 

A. Yes; there are several have ten, and some have fifteen, and 
some twenty, and some have as high as fifty shares in the San Jose 
Water Company — the company that supplies the aity with water. 
Those deposits in the bank and in this water stock represent some of 
their savings while they have been working here for the company, 

Q. Has there ever been any trouble about the men getting their 
pay? 

A. No; it comes regularly at pay-day every month. 

Q. How does Mr. Bandol treat the men in the employ of the com- 
pany, so far as you have observed ? 

A. He has treated men as perfect gentlemen. If a man is em- 
ployed by Mr. Bandol and performs his part that he is employed for, 
and is economical and careful of the company's property that is in- 
trusted into his hands, Mr. Bandol has been very kind and very gen- 
erous to him. 

Q. He requires men to do their duty? 

A. Yes; and I have known him to reward m^n for their industry 
and their carefulness and for their acts of bravery in their work very 
liberally, and I have also known him when a man fails to do his duty 
to discharge him. That is, he would not keep a man unless he did his 
duty. 

Q. Does Mr. Bandol have much to do with the men directly or 
is it mostly through the officers that he acts? 

A. Mostly through the officers. 

Q. In managing so many men and carrying on so large a work 
are there little difficulties arising among the men about their work 
and one thing and another ? 

A. Sometimes the men will appeal to the Superintendent, and 
Mr. Jennings and mvself at this time generally settle the difficulties, 
but previous to Mr. il'ennings' coming, it was referred to Mr. Bandol. 

Q. Since you have been here have there been any serious diffi- 
culties in the mine ? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know anything about what the men make on an aver- 
age at contract. For instance, have you looked at what they made 
last month ? 

A. Yes; the average of contract on yardage last month was $2.88 
per day per man. 

Q. Are there some that made a good deal more ? 

A. Some made as high as $5.00 per day — between $4 and $6. 

Q. Do men that work here and quit for one reason or another, 
Bnd go away ever seek to come back to work? 
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A. Yes. I have a letter now that I received from men in the 
early part of this week, who had been away only one month, and they 
have written me saying they have been unsnccessf al in getting work, 
they have worked some few days somewhere, and they would lose the 
money that they worked for and they would very gladly come back 
to Almaden to get employment if they could« 

Q. Is it often the case that men who have quit and gone away 
come back for employment again ? 

A. Yes. Good miners. I will say in connection with this, if it 
is necessary, that these same men, as I have said, were in San Fran- 
cisco in the Wisconsin Hotel, and a party came in and told them 
that if they would go on the stand and testify against the New Alma- 
den mine that they could get some work from Mr. Sullivan at $3.50 a 
day for them. 

Q. Who are the miners in the main that have something saved 
up; those who have stayed here all along or those who have stayed 
here, gone away, and come back again ? 

A. Those who have stayed here right along have been the men 
who have made money; they are the men who have saved something. 

Q. What do you know about the building of the church here and 
how it came to be built, and the history of the church ? 

A. I do not exaotlv remember the date that the first church was 
built, but the first church was built one-story, built by subscrip- 
tions here at the mine. The first time Mr. Bandol gave $250 
and the company $250; the first winter the church blew down. 
Mr. Bandol said if we wanted a good church to go on and take up 
our subscriptions and that whatever we subscribed in the community 
that he would double it; that he would give as much as all the rest; 
the whole amount that we had from Mr. Bandol and the company 
that time was 1848; afterwards the church was again destroyed by 
fire : that was, I think, in 1884, and again we had to appeal to Mr. 
Bandol, and again he gave from the company $500, and his own per- 
sonal subscription was $355, and the balance of the money was raised 
by subscription from the people working on The Qicksilver Mining 
Company's grant; that church cost $3,450. That is the present 
church; Mr. Bandol has subscribed towards the Protestant church 
on the Hill $2,203 since he has been here. 

Q. How many people will that church accommodate? 

A. About 250 or 300. 

Q. How is it generally filled at religious services? 

A. Filled to the fullest capacity. In fact our pastor is talking 
about enlarging; the Sunday school is held there Sunday afternoon. 
We have a fine Sunday school with an average attendance of 165 to 
170; those are the children of the people who work for the company; 
the Good Templars* Lodge meets in the basement story, and the 
Miners' Benevolent Society. 

Q. What have you to say as to there being any want in this com- 
munity in the families of the men working for the company? 

A. There is no such thing as want; I do not know of any; I have 
known the old, worn out Mexicans to come to me and tell me that 
they wanted some assistance. 

Q. What would happen under such circumstances? 
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A. I would report it to the store or the Miners' Fand, and they 
would have support from the Miners' Fund. 

Q. What can jou say as to the men and their families liying 
here at the mine — as to how they dress and feed ? 

A. I should think that they live and dress, to all appearances, as 
well as at any mining camp that I was ever in. 

Q. What can you say as to the quality of the supplies that they 
get at the stores and as to their eating meats freely, and the like of 
that, as to showing generous living ? 

A. I think that they keep the best of supplies at the stores — that 
is the kind that the men buy. 

Q. Now you have been giving some statement of the church here 
and its strength and organization and support, have you any official 
relation to the church ? 

A. Yes ; I am one of the Board of Trustees, and a member of the 
Board of Stewards; I also hold a position as class leader in the 
church. 

Q. How long has it been since you have had a fatal accident in this 
mine? 

A. Three years July coming; that is very remarkable in the his- 
torv of a large mine. 

Q. You have been paying some attention to the evidence; reading 
the evidence about this contest between Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Felton, 
have you not ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What do you think of the matter as you consider it ? 

A. 1 think that Mr. Sullivan has been mislead by some party or 
parties. I think he has accused The Quicksilver Mining Company 
and this precinct in an unjust way, and without cause. 

Q. Do you know of any particular reason why Mr. Sullivan was 
not likely to get a large vote amongst the English boys in this 
precinct ? 

A. Mr. Sullivan circulated a pamphlet some time ago that did 
not take very well among the English boys; finding fault with their 
mother country and with the English people; a good many of the boys 
feel a good deal attached to the motner country; although they are 
American citizens, they feel attached to home; they do not like to have 
the country abused, although they now belong to America. I have 
got a copy of that pamphlet. [Here Captain Harry read an extract from 
the Sullivan pamphlet.] Such language as that would have the 
tendency to make the English boys feel less favorable to him than to 
a man of Irish descent generally. I know that it has. I have heard 
them talking about it. It made them feel somewhat hard. 

Q. What do you think about this attempt to prove that the men 
here on the mine are treated like slaves and peons, and bulldozed 
and compelled to vote, and all that kind of talk ? 

A. I think that it is nothing but humbug; it is all false. 

Q. Have you ever seen a place where the employees have more 
freedom of action and to vote than you have here ? 

A. No; I never have. You speak of the men being treated as 
slaves. I would just say in reference to that, that whenever there is 
a place such as a hot-drift to run or a wet shaft to sink, or where 
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men oaoDot work to the best sdvantage, they are paid extra w^;eB 
on accoant of its being a bard place; that is not done at other mines. 

Q. There have been some claims made that the men here on the 
mine do not have any chance to read the papeiB,or to be informed about 
public matters, or what is going on. Do yon know whether or not 
there are a good many papers taken on the Hill ? 

A. I do not think there is a family on the Hill bat what takes 
one, two or more papers; I take three dailies and a weekly, and I 
believe that most every family takes one or two or more papen; I 
suppose that more than a hundred papers come on the Hill 
daily; all the party papers come up on the Hill and uro distributed. 
The Chronicle, the Call, the Alta, the Mercury, the Times, the 
Vhrutian Advocate and the H&a Francisco Examiner. Yes, a good 
many of the boys take the old country papers; the Weal Britain comes 
there regularly; the London Times comes there reKiiIarly. 

Q. Do the men working for the company show a great deal of 
disposition to read the newspapers and to keep posted unci to talk 
about what is going on in the world ? 

A. Yes, as a general rule, they do. Some of (hem are posted 
Ten' well, and othurs do not take as much interest as some do. 

Q. How long is a day's work in the mine? 

A. Ten honrs, where the men are working bv day's pay. If thej 
are working on contract and want to work a litue more nobody 
prevent them. Some of these contracts they work only an ei| 
□our shift. 

Q. Is there anything else you wish to state? 

A. I may say that for myself I have found that Mr. Randol am 
Mr. Jennings and all the officers of the mine have treated me as « 
gentleman, and as long as I am able to work I want tio better place 
than New Almaden. I thiuk that there is man euoagh in me to know 
it if I was a slave, or if I was driven, or if I was compelled. I know 
since I am an American citizen that, if I do not like, it I can go wberel 
like. I think that as an American citizen I have a right to stand 
my own ground, and no man can bulldoze me or ill-treat me. I 
have been here for sixteen years, and if all be well I see no reason 
why I may not remain here. Men are not confined in Almaden to 
the Benevolent Association ; there are parties that belong to the Odd 
Fellows; quite a number of Odd Fellows on the Hill and Masons and' 
Workmen and Knights of Pythias. They are connected with ill 
these associations just the same as people of other communities. 

Q. What can yon say as to the class of men generally in the - 
employ of the company, as to what kind of men they are? 

A. I should say they are up to the run of politics and societies aod . 
everything; they are pretty well informed men. I have a reWeo- 
branoe now of the great change that has taken place in this minO' 
from what it was when 1 came here. I remember before I came here, 
I have heard that the Almaden was a den of cutthroats and thievei 
and robbers and murderers. Almost the first thiug I saw when I 
came to New Almaden, was a man shot on the Hill. I went on tfas . 
Hill and saw the man lying in his blood, and I remember the remark 
that was made to me then, ^at that was a woman's third hasbar'^ 
who hod been shot. But of latter years then has nothing k 
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pened more than in any of the camps; of oourse quarrels happen 
anywhere and we have quarrels here; we have got human nature to 
contend with. 

Q. What could you soy of the men working here, so far as you 
can say, about them as to oeing independent spirited men ? 

A. I think they are as independent spirited men as there are any- 
where I ever saw. There is no way here to compel a man or to 
bind him here; if he does not like it, he feels he can get up and quit, 
and he does. 



Professor Christy on Mr. Bandol's Management — A Great Indastry Sayed to the 
Pacific Goast by a Wise and Prudent Administration. 



TBSTIMONT OF 8. B. CHRISTT. 

I am thirty-three years of age, and reside at Berkeley, California; 
I am Professor of Mining and Metallurgy at the University of Cali- 
fornia — the State University. 

By Mr. Cross : 

Q. What attention have you given to the study of mining, first, in 
the stadv of mining as a theory r 

A.. I have devoted my entire time for the last fourteen or fifteen 
years to the study of mining and metallurgy; that includes both the 
theory and the art of mining; I was educated at the University of 
California. 

Q. What qualifications have you as an expert upon mining sub- 
jects generally ? 

A.. I have devoted my entire time for the last fifteen years to these 
studies and have in connection with that work made it my business 
to visit and study most of the different types of gold, sflver, lead, 
quicksilver and coal mining in California, Nevada, Colorado and 
some other States, principally in Nevada, California and Colorado. 
I have paid particular attention to quicksilver mining and reduction. 
I have made it my business to familiarize myself witn the literature 
in English, French and German. I have made numerous translations 
from works in these languages with particular reference to quicksil- 
ver, and particularly witn the methods used at Almaden in Spain, for 
mining and working these ores, and also at Idria in Austria. 

Q. What quicksilver mines in the State of California and Nevada 
have you visited, inspected and studied personally? 

A. I have visited nearly all of the principal quicksilver mines in 
California, among others the New Almaden, the Sulphur Banks, the 
Great Western, the Great Eastern, the Oat Hill, the Guadalupe and 
the Bedington. 

Q. State whether or not you have spent considerable time at 
these mines, investigating the methods of extraction and reduction 
of ores? 

A. I have made myself personally familiar with the methods in 
use for mining and reducing ores at all these places. 

Q. What facilities have you had and used for the purpose of in- 
vestigating mining and reduction, and the condition of the mines at 
New Almaden ? 

A. My first visit to New Almaden was made in the year 1875, on 
which occasion I spent about a month at the mine and reduction 
works; since then I have visited the mines very frequently at inter- 
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Tals dnriDg the last twelve years, for the purpose of very careful and 
minute study of the work done at this place. I have probably spent 
as much as six months, total time, at the mine ana the reduction 
works in this study . 

Q. That time has been devoted to the investigation of the prob- 
lems involved in quicksilver mining at this mine, has it? 

A. Yes; it has been entirely devoted to a careful professional 
study of the subject, and I have been afforded every possible 
facility at all times by the officers of the company for making that 
study a careful and complete one, and have been allowed the privi- 
lege of exitmining the books and papers of the company, as well as 
the works themselves. 

Q. Have you examined the reports made at different times to the 
company and stockholders by the officers of the company ? 

A. I have read most all of these reports through carefully. 

Q. Have you read the literature produced at the mine with refer- 
ence to the affairs of the mine ? 

A. I have kept myself informed, I think, very completely of 
everything that has been published here of any technical interest. 

Q. State whether or not you have visited the underground work- 
ings of the New Almaden Quicksilver Mine ? 

A. I have always made it my habit at each visit to the mine to go 
underground and see all that has been done, and nearly all of the 
principal workings that were going on at the time, and have also ex- 
plored all of the old workings of the mine that were operated in 
former times which were accessible. 

Q. State generally and briefly the character, extent and quality 
of the ore deposits as you have observed them in this mine ? 

A. Quicksilver deposits as a general rule are very different from 
those of the ores of other metals. Many other metals occur in well 
defined fissure veins, so that there is no difficulty in following the 
ore, and in many cases of calculating beforehand the amount of ore 
in sight, but with the exception of the deposit at the old Almaden in 
Spain, and to some extent the deposit at the Idria in Austria, the 
quicksilver deposits, particularly those of California, are character- 
ized by a great and persistent irregularity, so that it makes the min- 
ing of these ores much more difficult than that of other metals. New 
Almaden is a striking example of this irregularity. It has often oc- 
curred in the history of the mine that there was no ore or scarcely 
any in sight, and it has often looked as though the mine must of 
necessity be shut down, and it has only been by the most careful and 

Eainstaking prospecting or dead work that it has been possible to 
eep up the production of the mine. Very frequently large bodies of 
ore will almost completely run out, and there will be visible in the 
face of the works only a slight coloration in the vein matter, which 
indicates that there is any ore left in that particular place, and by 
following out this little string of ore very carefully it may lead into a 
. large deposit. As a result of this the workings of the mine are necessar- 
ily very irregular, and it requires the gi*eatest skill on the part of the 
engineer in charge of the works to keep up a regular and steady out- 
put of ore. Many times in the past history of the mine the pros- 
pecting work has not been carried on on a sufficient scale, and this 
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largely accounts for some of the irregularities of the prodactioii of 
the mine in former times. I have noticed a steady improvement in 
the carrying out of this prospecting work, which of itself is neces- 
sarily very expensive and requires the greatest judgment on the part 
of the person in charge of the work. 

Q. is it cinnabar ore ? 

A. The mineral that characterizes the ore is cinnabar mainly, al- 
though native quicksilver is occasionally found. 

Q. What statement, if any, can you make with regard to the 
means and methods of reductions employed in connection with the 
New Almaden Quicksilver Mine ? 

A. When I first visited the mine in 1875, there wer^ two iron- 
clad monitors in existence, one was already running, the other was 
just being built; the rest of the furnaces in use at that time were 
the old-fashioned, so-called ''Almaden Furnaces*' that had been in ex- 
istence here for many years. These furnaces were intermittent foma- 
cos, and when the ore had been roasted the workmen had to enter 
the furnace while it was still in a partly heated state, and withdraw 
the hot ore by hand from the furnace, and then they had to chaige 
the furnace, going into it for that purpose; this, together with the 
irregular nature of the operation, caused considerable expense to 
the mine and considerable exposure and suffering to the men who 
were compelled to endure the heat, and danger of poisoning from 
quicksilver fumes. The great success that the continuous acting 
monitor furnaces met with, in treating the coarse ore, occasioned Mr. 
Bandol to institute a persistent endeavor to find some approved fur- 
nace for continuously treating the fine ores, which fumisned a ^reat 
bulk of the ore from the mine; that is, ore in the shape of pieces 
from an inch and a half in diameter down to the size of dust. 
Probably two-thirds or more of the ore produced at the mine was 
of this nature. And beginning with that time, and since then the 
experiments that were induced for the purpose have been eminently 
successful, and at the present time there exists at New Almaden 
probably the best equipped plant for roasting fine quicksilver ores, 
that there is in the world, it is certainly much more efficient than 
the means used at old Almaden in Spain, or at Idria, in Austria, for 
this purpose. 

Q. What is the proper name for the kind of furnaces now in use 
at the New Almaden mine ? 

A. They are perhaps best described as shelf furnaces, and are 
continuous in their mode of operation. 

Q. What is meant by the term continuous as used in connection 
with the furnaces ? 

A. The meaning of the term is, that the ore is continuously fed 
in at the top of the furnaces and drawn out at the bottom, tliat is, 
that there is no intermittonce in the nature of the operation, that it 
goes on continuously. Metallurgists are well aware of the advan- 
tage, ecuuomically and otherwise, of furnaces of this type. 

Q. What is the advantage, economically, of using the continuoua 
furnace now used as compared with the intermittent fnmaoes 
formerly used, and very generally used in other places ? 

A. There are many aavantages. In the first place ^Chey require 
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less fael for the roasting of ores, because they are oontinnouslj kept 
the proper temperature and not allowed to cool down, thus 
avoiding the necessity of needless waste in reheating them to the 
proper temperature; in the next place being maintained at a constant 
temperature, they are not subject to alternate cooling and contrac- 
tion, which causes a rupture of the enclosing walls sooner or later, 
thus giving rise to a loss of quicksilver in the form of drops and 
also in the form of vapor. They involve much less labor on the part 
of the workmen; they are more easily controlled, and they give a 
higher efficiency, moreover the workmen are no longer subjected to 
the poisonous action of the fumes. 

Q. Thus very much decreasing the dangers attendant upon the 
men who are engaged in the operation of the furnaces, as I take it ? 

A. Certainly; the men need never be exposed to the action of the 
fumes in working a furnace as now constructed, unless through their 
own carelessness or neglect of proper precaution. 

Q. What can you state as to what was necessary under the former 
methods of treatment of fine ores or tierras, as compared with the 
methods which are used now for the treatment of the same class of 
ores ? 

A. Formerly it was impossible to roast the fine ores in the old 
furnaces at all, except in very small quantities at a time, unless they 
were previously mixed up with clay and made into adobe or large 
sun-dried bricks; these had then to be fed into the furnace, and 
carefully piled in by hand before they could be roasted at all, and 
even then they were liable to break into dust in handling and heat- 
ing, thus interrupting the draft of the furnace and exposing the 
men to the fumes, and, of course, involving considerable additional 
expense. 

Q. Is all of that avoided by the present methods of reducing 
that class of ores ? 

A. All of these difficulties are entirely overcome. 

Q. In speaking of the methods of mining, what facilities are in 
nse by this mine for the purpose of pumping and hoisting from the 
underground works ? 

A. Originally, at the time of my first visit, the appliances in use 
were of a rather primitive nature, they were those that had been in 
use for many years, and were not well adapted to the economical 
handling of large quantities of ore or of water. Improvements have 
been constantly going on during the last twelve years, and at the 
present time the mechanical arrangements for pumping, and hoisting 
the ore to the surface, and of handling the ore both underground 
and at the surface, compare favorably with those of any other mine 
on the coast. 

Q. When yon speak of pumping, you mean the pumping of water 
from the mine? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Under whose administration of the New Almaden Quicksilver 
Mining property have all of these changes and improvements, that 
you speak of, been made ? 

A. They have been made under the administration of the present 
manager — Mr. Bandol. 
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Q. Have yon daring jonr Tisita &t tbis mine had occasion to ob- 
serve, and have 70a observed the condition of the employees of tiiis 
company, speaking of the manner in which they are housed and 
clothed, and also the manner in which they are cared for aud looked 
after by the management of the mine, as to their comfort, safety and 
protection, and tlieir social condition on the mine? 

A. I hare become personally acquainted with many of the min- 
ers in the coorse of my visits to the mine. Have visited tliem ia 
their houses, as well aa conversed with them nnderground, and hava 
attended some of their public exercises, both in their church and on 

fublic occasions, such aa public wrestling matches ami games, and 
think their condition will compare very favorably indeed with that 
of any set of miners that I ever came in contact with. In fact, I 
think that, taken as a whole, their condition is considerably superior. 

Q. What wonld you say as to the condition of the miners hera, 
as you have observed it, as compared with the condition of labonng 
people in other classes of industry, aa yon have had occasiou to ob- 
serve them on tbis coast ? 

A. I think tbeir condition would compare favorably with that ( 
workmen in any other industry. 

Q. What would you say as to bow the men employed here ( 
pare in skill and efiScieficy with the miners that yoa hare obsen 
in other places, where you have bad occasion to study the snbject i 
mining ? 

A. My judgment of that is, that the English and American and 
other miners, Anglo-Saxon miners, are very Bkillfal miners; that the] 
anderstand their business and are very content; regardiug Mexii 
miners, they seem to have a great deal of skiU in finding new 
posits of ore; the English miners, Comisbmen, are extremely vi 
able in doing hard work, such as driving drifts and sinking shaflf 
and other work of that class. 

Q. In your judgment. Professor, what conditions as to compen- 
sation and surroundings would be necessary in order to attract and 
hold the character and quality of miners that you hare observed 
here; what would be your judgment as to the management of n mino 
iu tbis locality being able to attract and hold such a clit-ss of miners 
as you find here, if the conditions of living were unfavorable or the 
compensation inadequate, compared with other mines. 

A. As I understand it, miners, as a rule, go to tho place where 
they are best paid and best treated; they naturaJIy gravitate towards 
those centers. The mining population, as a rule, is an extremely 
intelligent class of workingmen; they keep themselves woll informed 
as to the conditions that are maintained in the diSerent mluing cen- 
ters, and they always gravitate towards the places where they reckon 
their compensation and their treatment is the best. • 

Q. So that a good quality of workmen wonld tend to indicate 
thut the compensation ond surroundings were favorable, would it? 

A. Certiiinly; miners, of all men, go where they are best treated; 
as a class of laborers they are somewhat wandering in their babits. 

Q. So that they have, as laborers, opportunity to be well informed 
as to where are the most desirable places for good miners ? - 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Have you given to the subject of Miners* Funds, so-oalled, or 
Miners* Aid Funds, particularly with reference to the providing 
medical skill and treatment for those employed in mining — have you 
given to that class of subjects considerable investigation ? 

A. I have always taken a great deal of interest in that subject. 

Q. Why have you taken particular interest in that subject ? 

A. I have always considered it was the duty of both the employ- 
ers and those in the engineering profession to see that the workmen 
who might be under their charge were properly looked after and pro- 
vided for, so far as it was possible that the matter could be done. I 
always believed that the men should be well treated, and should be 
made as comfortable as the nature of the circumstances permitted. 

Q. What is there in the nature of the business of mining, as 
compared with other industries, that makes it especially desirable 
that that particular matter should receive especial attention ? 

A. The work of the miner is in some respects difficult, and above 
all it necessarily involves the men in the constant exposure to danger 
from causes that can hardly be foreseen in the best regulated mines; 
the men are often subjected to danger from their own carelessness, 
and it is a very curious fact that any class of men who are constantly 
in the presence of danger soon gefused to it. So that they become 
reckless of their own means of safety, and the miners are, particu- 
larly as a class, examples of this state of things; and more than that, 
they very often are indifferent as to the future; they do not look 
ahead far enough. As a class they are less provident, I think, than 
farmers and people of other industrial occupations. 

Q. How is mining classed as to hazard as compared with other 
industries ? 

A. It is naturally regarded as more hazardous than farming or 
many other of the ordinary industrial pursuits of life. 

Q. Does the business of mining necessarily result, in your judg- 
ment, in frequent accidents and injuries to the men employed in 
underground work ? 

A. In Europe, where the government has taken the most strin- 
gent measures to prevent accidents in mines, they occur in spite of 
all that, and it is only by the constant exercise of the greatest care 
on the part of the managers of the mine and of the miners them- 
selves that they are not more frequent. 

Q. What recent accident do you recall which is an example of 
the hazards and serious accidents that transpire in mines ? 

A. An explosion occurred only the other day in British Columbia, 
and a very large number of men — something over a hundred — lost 
their lives at one catastrophe. 

Q. What particular class of dangers would you think would be 
especially common in the business of quicksilver mining ? 

A. In quicksilver mining, particularly at New Almaden, the ac- 
cidents that might happen would be from the carelessness on the 
part of the men in charge of the hoisting engines, or on the part of 
those engaged in watching the cables, the ropes that lift the cages; 
from accidents owing to the premature explosion of blasts, or from 
caves that would come down upon the men; this latter is one that is 
necessarily a constant source of danger in some of the ore bodies. 
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because the ground is rather of a treacherous nature and is liable to 
come down without any previous warning, when it appears to be 
sound. All these conditions tend towards the necessity of being 
provided at hand with the best of medical and surgical skill. 

Q. Do you know whether or not funds of this character have 
been common in other mining localities and mines besides at New 
Almadeu ? 

A. It is very common in industrial enterprises of a large size, 
such as the management of a railway or of a large mine, to make 
some provision to protect the men against unforseen accidents or 
the results of their own carelessness. In the Eastern states, partic- 
ularly in the coal and iron mines of Pennsylvania, these are quite 
commonly connected with large and well-managed mines. On thb 
coast they have not been very common; numerous attempts have 
been made io some of our larger mines to introduce funds of this 
character, but they have mainly met with indifferent success, and I 
know of no other that has been anywhere near as successful as the 
one at New Almaden. 

Q, What classes have there been of organizing or furnishing the 
fund for such a purpose that you I^ave known or learned of from your 
reading ? 

A. In some places attempts have been made to establish funds of 
this nature by subscription, and immediately after some great catas- 
trophe a subscription is a very great help to alleviate distress, but it 
is as a general rule found impracticable to maintain a fund of that 
character by voluntary contributions only. 

Q. What has been the general result, so far as you know, as to a 
fund of that kind l*ecoming permanent when it was depending en- 
tirely upon subscription or the volantary action of the miners? 

A. As a general rule, I think that such attempts have never been 
followed by permanent success. Miners, as a rule, live from day to 
day, and are not, as a general rule, fully alive to the importance of 
laying by something for a rainy day, as the saying goes. 

Q. What, in your judgment, is necessary with regard to contri- 
butions in order that such funds should be permanently successful 
and beneficial ? 

A. I am of the opinion that it must necessarily be compulsory 
in order to be successful. I believe it is the result of experience 
here as well as elsewhere. 

Q. Did you ever have occasion to give the Miners* Fund of New 
Almaden a critical examination by inquiry and examination of the 
books of the fund and its workings. 

A. I have taken pains to satisfy myself as to the practical work- 
ings of the fund. I prepared tables with reference to that matter, 
the data for which were taken from the records of the company. 

Q. Will you state by reference to any such table you have pre- 
pared at any time in the past, what you ascertain to be the average 
cost of medical attendance for those belonging to the Miners' Fund 
at New Almaden ? 

A. The record of the total number of cases treated by the physi- 
cian during ten vears from 1874 to 1883 inclusive, amounted to over 
84,000; the total amount disbursed during the thirteen years ending 
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with the year of 1883 amounted to over $79,000; the records previous 
to 1876 as to the number of patients treated were not kept, but tak- 
ing the rate to be the same auring the first three years that it was 
during the last ten, it would make the total cost to the members of 
the fund something less than forty-four cents a visit. 

Q. Would that include nurses and hospital expenses? 

A. Including all other expenses incurred iu the interest of the 
Miners* Fund, such as medicine, nurses, loans, and so forth, the total 
cost would be seventy-two and one-half cents a visit. 

Q. How would that compare, so far as you are advised, with the 
ordinary cost per visit for medical attendance in the cities of Cali- 
fornia where you are at all acquainted with the matter ? 

A. It is very much less than the citizens of any city or town have 
to Day, that I know of. 

Q. And these visits would include surgical as well as ordinary cases 
of the administration of medicine ? 

A. Certainly, that includes all cases and funeral expenses, too, 
in cases of indigence. 

Q. Have you given any attention to the subject of contract work 
in the mines ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know whether that system is pursued to any consider- 
able extent at the New Almaden mine ? 

A. It is largely in use here. 

Q. State what you think of the contract system as a method of 
underground mines, what are its merits and what its demerits,so far as 
you are familiar with them ? 

A. The contract system, as applied to mining, really had its rise 
in Cornwall, England, and has been in use there for many years, and 
it is well recognized among mining engineers that this is one of the 
chief causes to which the skill of the Cornish miners is due, that it 
has given ihem an interest in the success of their work, and has con- 
sequently made them feel that the success of their work was their 
success, and naturally developed the greatest possible amount of 
skill upon the^ part of the Cornish miners, for which they are famous. 

Q. Do you know whether or not that system has been practiced 
to any considerable extent in the mines of California, Nevada and 
Colorado ? 

A. The practice varies; in some places it is not in use, and in 
others it is. 

Q. What, in your judgment, are the benefits to the employee 
growing out of the practice of the contract system ? 

A. It gives him the advantage of his skill and industry. 

Q. What are the advantages to the employer in the practice of 
this system of mining ? 

A. It secures to him the best return for the investment of his 
money. I would state in this connection, to explain that matter a 
little more fully, that mining is in many respects different from that 
of the employment of men in other industries; the men are neces- 
sarily divided up into small gangs, and they are working alone, 
largely at points necessarily. more or less scattered underground, 
ana it is very difficult to properly supervise them, and if men are 



paid bjr the da; aome o£ them freqaentl; take advantage of the op- 
portanities to do very little work, and they are all paid alike, we 
skilled with the unskilled, bnt if they work together in ^Qg* irho. 
have a common iotereet, each man seee that the other man does his 
fair amount of the work, and each man feels that in doing the work 
he is going to get the reward of his exertion. 

Q. What system of mining, in yonr judgment, is most likely to 
attract the best class of miners, employment by ttie day or the con- 
tmct system ? 

A. I certainly think that experience abows that the contract sys- 
tem is the one that skilled miners prefer. 

Q. There has been offered in evidence here an exhibit found in 
volume thirteen of the transaclions of the American Institute uf 
Mining Engineers, an article commencing at pag? 617 of the book 
entitled "Quicksilver Beduction at NewAlmaoen." "Was that ex- 
hibit compiled and written by yon? 

A. That is my work. 

Q. What facilities had yon for obtaining the information con- 
tained in that article? 

A. I had every facility extended to me for getting the informa- 
tion there presented that I could wish; I had access to the original 
records at the office of the company, to their drawings and maps 
to the fnrnaces themselves. 

Q. And also to their reports? 

A. And also to their reports, and I would state that I took 
pains for my own satisfaction to get the exact facts tlmt are 
presented, and to convince myself that they were oorrett, nud when 
the material had been put in shape, Mr. Jennings not nuly astsit^ted 
me in gathering the material, as did also Mr. Kandol, bnt both took 
the pains to go over the work very carefully and to check off any 
ei'rors or omissions. 

Q. That was after von had prepared the work ? 

A. That was after I had prepared the work, so that I have eveiy 
reason to believe that it is essentially correct in all particulitrs. 

Q. These productions have becomu well-known parts of tho ijoiidt- 
eilver mining literature of this coast? 

A. Certainly. They are part of the transactions of the Institute 
of Mining Engineers. 

Q. I believe that is all, unless you think of some other matter 
that you think would be pertinent to state in this connection. 

A I think you have covered almost everything, except that I 
would tike to add that, in my judgment, but for the improvemeotl 
introdnced at New Almaden by Mr. Baudot, and his exoepUonaUy 
good management, the New Almaden would, like so many oi' 
quicksilver mines, have been long ago shut down. Bat for 
sustaining of this mine, it is hard to tell what prices the goldmii 
would have to pay for foreign quiobailver prodaoed at Almadt 
Spain, or Idria in Aastria. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 



THE QUICKSILVER MINING COMPANY, 



NEW ALMADEN, CALIFORNIA. 



1st. Th« Company, ibt agents and employeea, will not be bound to indemnify any 
employee toi toMre suffered by the latter in consequence of the ordinary risks ol the 
bnrinessin which he is employed, nor in conseqnenoe of the negligence of another of 
its employees, nuless the Company be proved to have neglected ordinary care in the 
Btileclion of the cnlpsble employee. 

2d. Each employee is required to perform bin service in oontormity with the 
nsages of the mine and the works, nnlesa otherwise directed by his saperioi officer. 

3d . Every employee is desired to nse snch ikltl as be posseMea, so far as the same 
is required for the service in which he is engaged, and also to nse material and lime is 
the most economical manner. 

Itb. No material nor tools will be allowed to any employee nnleas by permiwion 
from the office, and employees leaving mast bring a rnceipt from Uieir foreman in fnll 
for all tools nsed, or pay tor them. 

5tb. Every employee will be held liable tor all damage oaosed to the Company's 
property by bis blunders, mistakes or carelessness, and will be paid for the valns of 
snch servitres only as are properly rendered. 

Pth. The Company reserves the right to discharge an employee at any time in case 
of willfnl breach of dnty, or in case of bis habitnal neglect of the mles. regulations and 
Dsages established for the welfare of all employee*. 

7th. Employees by the month must perform all the requirements oi their respect- 
ive service withoat charge for extra time, and eacb employees, io case of absence, mnst 
first obtain leave from their superior officer, if they wish to retain their poaitiont. If 
they desire to quit the Company's sarvioe, tbey mnst give one month's notice, or forfeit 
one month's pay. 

eth. Begular pay-day will be on the last day, or the last Saturday of each month, 
as may be moat convenient, when payment will be made tor the preceding month. Pay- 
ments will uot be made at any other lime, except it shall suit the Company to do so. 
All payments are due at the Company's office in New Almaden, and at no other place. 

91b. It is reqnired of every foreman to call the attention of each and every em- 
ployee to the foregoing rules before he begins work for the Company, and it is nndnrstood 
that in consideration of their employment eacb and every employee agrees to recogniu 
the forgoing rules as a apeciflc contract between employer and employee, and to faith- 
fnlly abide thereby. 

February, 1B83. THE QUICKBILVEB HININQ GOUPASY, 

1. B. EuiDoi,, Manager. 
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Extracts from Civil Code of California. 



Division III, Part IV, Title VI, Chapter I. 



ARTICLE II. 



Skc. 1970. An employer is not bound to indemnify his employee for losses suf- 
fered by the latter in consequence of the ordinary risks of the business in which he is 
employed, nor in consequence of the negligence of another person employed by the 
same employer in the same general business, unless he has neglected to use ordinary 
care in the selection of the culpable employee. 

ARTICLE III. 

8cc. 1981. An employee must substantially comply with all the directions of his em- 
ployer concerning the service on which he is engaged, except where such obedience is 
impossible or unlawful, or would impose new and unreasonable burdens upon the 
employee. 

Sko. 1982. An employee must perform his sendees in conf rmity to the usage of the 
place of performance, unless otherwise directed by his employer, or unless it is imprac- 
ticable, or manifestly injurious to his employer to do so. 

8bo. 1984. An employee is always bound to use such skill as he possesses, so far 
as the same is required for the service specified. 

Sec. 1988. An employee who has any business to transact on his own account simi- 
lar to that intrusted to him by his employer must always give the latter the preference. 

Sec. 1990. An employee who is guilty of a culpable degree of negligence is liable to 
his employer for the damage thereby caused to the latter; and the emi»loyer is liable to 
him, if the serrioe is not gratuitous, for the value of such services only as are properly 
rendered. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec 2000. An employment, even for a specified term, may be terminated at any 
time by the employer, in case of any willful breach of duty by the employee in the 
course of his employment, or in case of his habitual neglect of his duty or continued 
incapacity to perform it. 

Sec. 2002. An employee dismissed by his employer for good cause, is not entitled 
to any compensation for seryices rendered since the last day upon which a payment be- 
came due to him under the contract. 
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RULES OF THE MINERS' FUND. 



This fand« instttnted for the benefit of the residenUf of New Ahnaden, Ib esUblished 
upon the following basis: 

I. 

Emplojees of The QaickaiWer Mining Company, heads of families, and all other 
adolts residing at New Almaden, each pay, monthly, into said Fnnd, the sum of One 
Dollar. The money so contribnted is held by J. B. Randol, Tnutee, to be paid oat for 
the following purposes: 

1. The salaries of a resident Physician, and of a Dmggist, and for the porchaae of 
medical supplies. 

2. For relief of contribators, whom circamstances may entitle to the same, and 
for other contingent expenses. 

II. 

Contribators are entitled, without farther payment, to the attendance of the reaidcBt 
Physician for themselres and their immediate families (except that cases of confinemesi 
will be charged fire dollars), and will be furnished with medicines prescribed by hia, 
on payment of cost. 

III. 

When the Fund is subject to any expense for relief of pcmns indigent, or other- 
wise — say, for medicines, nurses or supplies — it will be regarded in tte natere of a gift, 
or as an adrance, to be repaid, as the Trustee may decide to be just, oooaidedDg tlM csr- 
cumstanoes of each case. 

IV. 

It is expressly agreed that when the resident Physician is called to attend any per- 
son not a contributor to the Fund, that there shall be a charge of not leas than Fi«« 
Dollars for each risit to be paid into the Fund, and to be charged against and eoQeelad 
from the head of the house where such non-contributor may be liTing. 

V. 

The Trustee serves without pay, and, in consideration thereof, it is vndeistood that 

the foregoing rules and regulations will be obaenred by all persons interested therein; 

and it is expressly i^reed that all sums due, or to become due, to the Fond by the eo»- 

tributors, or any of them, shall be a lien upon any property of the eontribotors at New 

Almaden, and upon any money due, or to become due them, for wages from The Qnick- 

sUrer Mining Company, which money said Company is aothoriaed to pay orer to 

Fund, without further notice. 

J. B. BANDOL. T^rwtea. 
Nkw JLLMjj>ms, Fdxruary, 1883. 
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MINERS' FUND. 

Receipts and Disbursements for Sixteen Years, ending 

December 31 si, 1886. 



CoUeotions $98, 909 80 

Medioal'stores, saleB 4,549 69 

Obstetric cases 1,705 00 

Outside practice 154 00 

Donations 29 75 

8ale of horse 126 50 

Interest on deposits in bank 3,479 36 

DISBUBSBMEMTB. 

Salary of physicians $60,911 00 

Medical stores, purchases 15,817 39 

Ckintributions to sick and disabled 4,812 85 

Salary to Secretary 4.562 34 

Hospital nurses 3.613 07 

Consultation fees 1,958 00 

liYery— prior to 1878 1,425 78 

Funeral expenses 1,076 84 

Board for patients 1,733 20 

Furniture 583 94 

Surgical instruments 501 42 

Office boy— prior to 1878 418 75 

Incidental expenses 638 40 

Small loans unpaid 65 00 

Subscriptions to medical journals and works 389 80 

Disinfectants 330 19 

Small-pox hospital 117 25 

Taxes 18 00 

Fuel— prior to 1878 15 22 

Apothecary's salary 708 00 

Helping Hand Olub 726 78 

Care of graves 20 00 



$108,954 00 



$100,443 22 



Balance credit Fund, 31st December, 1886 $8,510 7{ 
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MINERS' FUND. 



Amounts Collected during the Year 1880 and paHof Year 1887. 



1880. 

January... 
February . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. 
October. . . 
November. 
December. 



Hin« Pay Roll. 


Hftclenda Pay Boll. 


Totals. 


$432 75 


$62 50 


$495 25 


443 00 


62 00 


505 00 


417 00 


65 00 


482 00 


406 50 


59 00 


465 50 


401 50 


60 00 


461 50 


404 00 


58 50 


462 50 


411 00 


60 00 


471 00 


407 00 


61 50 


468 60 


381 00 


57 00 


438 00 


380 50 


57 50 


438 00 


395 50 


58 00 


453 60 


396 50 


56 00 


452 50 



Totals $4876 26 $717 00 $6.593 25 



1887. 

January $385 00 $57 25 

February 378 75 56 50 

March 400 00 56 00 



Totals $1,163 75 $168 76 



Average per month for year 1886 

'* three months 1887 



$442 25 


434 25 


456 00 


$1,332 50 


$46608 


444 16 
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NE>V ALMADEN. 
Analysis of the Employees in Accordance to Occupation. 

Savemhfr Ut, 1886. 



Totol number of men employed on Hill ^^ 

Contncton 2*8 

Day*» pay 1^ 

Month-spey ^ ^^^ 

ToUl nomber employed at Hacienda ^1 

Contractors 1 

Bay's pay ^ 

Month's pay 1* 

61 



Analysis of the Voters of the New^ Alnnaden Precinct at the 
General Election Held November 2, 1886. 



Total nomber of Totes polled 256 

Voters not in employ of The QnicksilYer Mining Company 100 

Voters in the employ of The QoicksilTer Mining Company 156 

S56 



NATIOHALITIIS OV TOTIBS. 

American 114 

English 81 

Mexican 28 

Irish 11 

Other nationalities 22 

— 256 

Of the 156 in the employ of The QoicksilTer Mining Company, there were: 

Americans 52 

EngUsh 71 

Mexicans 25 

Irish 2 

Other nationalties 6 

Of the above 166 voters there are still employed by The QoicksiWer Mining 

Company 149 

Dead 2 

InjaU 1 

Gone to Mexico 1, Hollister 1, San Jose 1, (All left of own accord) 3 

Discharged for Dronkenness 1 
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NEW ALMADEN. 

Earnings of the Yardage Contractors for the Year 188(5, and 

the First Three Months of 1887. 



No. Days Highest Earnings Areraga Eaminga 

1886. Worlted. Per Day. Per Day. 

January 2207 $4 38 $2 19 

February 1853 4 18 2 86 

March 2042 3 75 2 25 

April 1627 4 15 2 52 

May 1880 5 96 3 26 

June 2678 3 95 2 42 

July 1327 4 80 2 50 

August 1322 3 86 2 13 

September 1620 3 46 2 57 

October 1112 3 12 1 93 

November 1123 4 25 2 47 

December 1673 4 92 2 98 

1887. 

January 1518 4 54 2 53 

February 1659 4 93 2 38 

March 2153 5 41 3 02 

Total number of days worked 25,794 

Total Earnings $63,934.81 

General average per day $2.48 



Statement of Houses on the Company's Land 



AprU, 1887. 

Number of Persons who rent Company's Houses 122 

•* have •* " free 7 

Number of Houses owned by 91 men on Company's land 119 

Number of Americans owning houses g 

French *• " 3 

Mexicans ** " 38 

EngUsh " *• 48 

Total 91 

Tot€U number of Company's employeeSf ... - - 477 

" " " " " voUng, - . . - ise 

11 
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EABNINGS AND EXPENSES. 

FOR SIXTEEN TEARS^ ENDING DECEMBER 31. 1886. 

Earnings. 

Quicksilver produced/ 317,822 Flasks. 

Average value ... |35.11»* . . . , $11,169,822 66 

Miscellaneous 629,727 66 

111,789,550 20 
Operating Expenses. 

Mine and Hacienda Pay Rolls $5,132,619 63 

Miscellaneous and Taxes 706,337 44 

Materials consumed in operation of 

Mines and Furnaces 1,666,612 .i5 

7,494,3d9 92 

Profit balance $4,295,180 28 

Which is accounted for as follows: 

There have been expended for Improvements and Re- 
pairs, as below : $855,354 25 

Furnaces and Condensers $299,499 96 

Hoisting Works, Machinery, Pumps and 

Shafts 442,681 37 

Houses and Shops . 74,162 31 

Flumes, Ore-cleaning Floors, Water-) 

works. Roads, and other surface >• 69,010 61 
Improvements j __________ 

Add: 

Real Estate purchased $14,500 00 

Legal Expenses and Patents. $42, 21 9 62 

Lesscollected account Patent 2,250 00 

39,969 62 

•'Black debt" of 1870 9,342 68 

63.812 30 

Forward $949,166 65 



/ 
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Profits expended in Calif ornia brought forward . . $949,166 55 

Accounted for by increase in Personal Property ac- 
counts in California, and by consignments abroad, 
as below: 136,288 37 

On December 31, 1870, the property accounts showed 
balances of — 

Cash $47,201 20 

Quicksilver 9,207 00 

Supplies 59,844 52 

Ore 35,675 95 



$151,928 67 



And on December 31, 1886— 

Cash $ 17,994 95 

Quicksilver 165,787 50 

Supplies 63,743 57 

Ore 40,691 02 



288,217 04 



Total profits accounted for in California $1,085,454 92 

Profits remitted to New York office 3,209,725 36 

Total profits accounted for $4,295,180 28 

Remittances to New York office $3,209,725 36 

Funded debt and dividends paid in 

New York, as below $2,552,453 55 

Interest on funded debt, taxes, legal ex- 
penses, etc., and assets in New York 667,271 81 

$3,209,725 36 

The Company is entirely free from debt. 

Paynnents for Funded Debt and Dividends. 

First Mortgage Gold Bonds, paid June 

1st, 1873 $500,000 00 

Second Mortgage Gold Bonds, paid July 

1st, 1879 1,000,000 00 

Forward $1,500,000 00 



156 
Brought forward . $1,500,000 00 

Dividends. 

$9.25 on 42,913 shs. Preferred Stock. \ 
$2.25 on 57,087 shs. Common Stock. > 525,391 00 
August 4th, 1881 ' 

$6.(0 on Preferred Stock i 

$0.40 on Common Stock > 280,312 80 

May 3d, 1882 ) 

$3.0o on Preferred Stock, February 26, 

1884 128.739 00 

$L50 on Preferred Stock, February 15, 

1886 64,369 50 

$1.25 on Preferred Stock, August 16, 

1886 53,64125 

$1,05-2,453 55 
$2,552,453 55 

Drndoid $1.50 on Preferred SccKrk dedarrrd Jmnxmij I'^i*, 
IMT^ble FtbnMTf ISch, 1887. |6i.36».50. 
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Table Showing Tons of Rock and Ore Extracted from 

the Mine for 10 Years. 









Or*. 


1 




Rock from 
Drifts. Shafts, and 


Book from 








Tear. 






ToUl. 




Croaecuts. 


Teln. 


Orann. 


Tlerraa." 




1877 


30,348 


27,282 


5,980 


11,034 


74,644 


1878 


29,926 


26,537 


6,322 


9,359 


72,144 


1879 


30,223 


30,009 


6,655 


8,549 


75,536 


1880 


24,529 


35,340 


7,401 


12,125 ' 


79.395 


1881 


18,063 


38,417 


8,021 


14,097 


78,598 


1882 


40,909 


45.095 


9,237 


14,706 


109,949 


1883 


32,345 


44,147 


9,584 


20,289 


106,365 


1884 


4-2,077 


44,795 


7,625 


20,038 


114,534 


1885 


56,096 


44,927 


8,485 


25,334 


134,842 


1886 


48,289 


34,124 


7,183 


24,718 1 


114,314 



Terrero and Tierros from Damps not included. 
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Drifting, Sinking, and Prospecting, ''Dead Work," 



for 10 Years. 



1877 Total Feet 8,390. 



u 



1878 
1879 
18b0 
1881 
1882 
18b3 
1884 
1885 
1886 



6,941.^ 



6,404. 



W 



5,144." 
4,574.» 

g.iaa." 

6,699.™ 

6,814.» 

11,370.» 

11,926.'" 
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